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November 6, 2015
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Re: Open Space and Recreation Plan
Dear Mr. Ciaramelia:

Thank you for submitting Abington’s Open Space and Recreation Plan to this office for
review for compliance with the current Open Space and Recreation Plan Requirements. | am
pleased to write that the plan is approved. This final approval will aliow Abington 1o participate
in DCS grant rounds through April 2022

Congratulations on a great job. Please call me at (617) 626-1171 if you have any
questions or concemns about the plan.

Sincerely.
LQW %

Meiissa Cryan
Grants Manager
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SECTION L: PLAN SUMMARY

The need to Tesiore and maintain the Wilson Memorial Bridge and Arch in Island Grove
Park remains one of the long-term needs and highest priorities of the Open Space and
Recreation Plan. The bridge and arch have deteriorated over the vears and are In serious
need of restoration. The historic bridge spans Istand Grove Pond and, with the arch. is
the centerpiece of the Park. This is the town’s most heavily used recreation site anc
attracts families and individuals from the town and nearby communities to Its summer
activities. The bridge, arch, and stone work have deteriorated over the vears and need
restoration, Interim repairs have maintained the safety of the bridge and $300.000 has
been received for near-term work restoring the commemorative arch. Preliminary
engineering estimates indicate that much more will ultimately be needed for combined
repair and restoration. The town should seek funding assistance for the total repair and
restoration. The project would be a prime candidate for grant funds under the state’s
PARC program (Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities - ex Urban
Self-Help Program) assisting communities in acquiring and developing park and
recreation Jand and facilities, or for Community Preservation Act funds if the town
clection confirms Town Meeting’'s approval of the act. The application would be by the
owner of the bridge, most likely the Board of Selectmen acting for the town.

The acquisition as open space of some of the remaining Pohorecky Farm adjacent to and
partially within the Ames Nowell State Park is a recommended high priority for state
action. This valuable open space resource was voted to be acquired by a Special Town
Meeting in November 1999. At the time. the Town authorized borrowing $1,400.000 and
voted to exercise its right of first refusal to acquire the property under the provisions of
M.G.L. C. 61B, S9. The farm became tied up in legal issues between private parties and
the vote was subsequently rescinded. Major town acquisitions of Pohorecky property are
no longer under consideration. Several Form A lots on the southern side of Chestout St.
have been sold for new housing construction and a major 38.88-acre tract between
Chestnut Street and the town line, north and east of Cushing Pond, is proposed for a 24-
lot subdivision.

A more modest town acquisition of the 7.4 acre parcel including the western portion of
Cushing Pond could have protected that portion of the pond and enhanced the abutting
5 5-acre town holdings north of the pond by giving them some pond frontage. However,
the parcel has been purchased by the owner of the eastern portion of the pond. This land
could possibly have been be acquired with 52% 1o 72% assistance under the state’s
LAND program (Local Acquisition for Natural Diversity ex Self Help program.) The
town's share of any joint acguisition could probably draw on any future Community
Preservation Act funds. The state's interest in the Ames Nowell Park inholding continues.

State acquisition of the remaining southern portions of the valuable resource which
extends into the park would still help to enhance, protect. and expand the state holdings
there. The siightly smalier adjacent Henrikson Ch.61B property also extending imo the
park has already been acquired by a local tree nursery firm. In the meantime. the state
Department of Conservation and Recreation (ex DEM and MDC) remains interested in

Abington Open Space Plan Update I-1 October, 2015



acquiring the remaining land, particularly that south of Chesmut Street which includes
inholdings in Ames Nowell State Park.

As noted in the 2006 Open Space Plam. the town’s last acquisition was the 60-acre former
Carista property off of Vineyard Road, a Ch. 618 site. This was purchased from its
interim owners, the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Foundation (MFBF). The Foundation
acquired the property on behalf of the town with the town’s later purchase authorized by
Town Meeting in late 2004. This is a major natural open space and habitat resource for
the town. It abuts a small portion of the 40-acre Blueberry Hill iand off of Oid Farm Road
and a larger comnecting acquisition is proposed below. However, there are no signs
identifying the Carista land as town land for public use, and there are no apparent public
access points. See photo in Chapter V of the sign less dead ending of Hjelm Street into
that land.

With the Carista acquisition Abington now has approximately 1,707 acres of fully or
partially protected open space as discussed in Chapter V.

Beyond these major achievements, a continuing need is to protect the remaining open
spaces in otherwise developed areas. Examples for study would be a portion of the partly
developed 8.4 acres (Map 44/Parcel 51) at the Comer of Hancock and Lincoin Streets or
the smalier 4.4 acres (21/109) north of Rockland Street and surrounded by single-family
hotise lots. Protection of such local munprotected open spaces through acquisition of
development rights. deed restriction, or outright purchase of such significant land in
developed or developing areas of the town is a recommended high priority.

Recommendation: Initiate a continuing neighborhood-based effort to identify such
valuable parcels and appropriate protection measurss. and to advocate for the needed
actions.

In this spirit, the Seven Year Action Plan calls for implemenung important, achievable
open space preservation and recreation projects over the next seven years.

As shown in Appendix B. “Results of 2006 Plan Recommendations.” very few of the
2006 plan proposals have been achieved. Many of these proposals, major or minor, local
or regional, still deserve atfention over the next seven years.

Noteworthy among these continuing proposals are acquisition of the remaining
Pohorecky Farm land and its integration with local and regional/state resources.
development of a plan for connecting trails through Diane Circle to nature trails within
the Beaver Brook Reservation and local conservation lands; and laying out bicycle routes
tying the town's recreational assets together and linking them to facilities that bridge
adjacent communities including the new rail wail.

In all, the Plan makes major and minor recommendations, some carried over from the

2006 plan, and some newly identified through the update process. Efforts should be made
1o acquire or potentially improve the noted resources with State assistance under the
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LAND (Loca! Acguisition for Natural Diversity) program or the State’s PARC program
(Parkland Acquisition and Renovation for Communities) - the former Urban Self Help
Program. The town’s share of such acquisitions or projects could probably draw on any
future Community Preservation Act funds.
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SECTION Ii: INTRODUCTION
A. Background, Statement of Purpose

The purpose of this 2015 Abington 2006 Open Space and Recreation Plan update is 10
ouide the town's efforts to preserve locally and regionally immportant open spaces. 1o
protect related resources. 10 provide settings for diverse recreation activities: and. in order
1o implement the Plan, and 1o gain Division of Conservation Services (DCS) approval
and certification of the Plan. This would allow state aid under the Local Acquisition for
Natural Diversity (LAND} and Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities
(PARC) programs administered by DCS. These concerns and purposes remain.

This plan has been developed under the leadership of the Conservation Commission with
support from the Park and Recreation Commuissions and the Open Space Committee; with
inpwt from local organizations and the general public; and with assistance from the Old
Colony Planning Council. It refiects the concerns of the 2000 and 2006 plans with the
continuing need to preserve, enhance, and expand open space and recreational resources
in Abington, and to protect natural resources in accord with the public’s support for these
goals.

The Conservation and Park and Recreation Commissions and the Planming Board
recognize the meed for effective land use controls and environmental protection
regulations for the proper development of the Town. The three advocate a proactive
approach to the acquisition of open space. This reflects the town's stewardship of its
existing natural and recreational resources including land use planming that preserves,
protects, and enhances the remaining public and private oper space. The principal
objective of the Plan is to preserve and enhance these resources. ‘

The Planning Board's involvement helps to assure that the Plan’s Goals. Objectves, and
Action Plan are consistent with the policies and objectives of the Town’s Master Plan and
its Community Development Plan (CD Plan), and with the CD Plan’s Open Space and
Resource Protection Element.

This OSRP Update describes the town's natural features. important resources, and
present land uses, and discusses the significance of resources shared with adjacent
communities.

The open space inventory reviews the status of large areas of publicly and privately-
owned undeveloped land. It then reviews Abington’s needs and opportunities,
identifying residents’ desires for more open space, for enhanced existing open spaces.
and for increased recreational facilities and programs. and then recommends appropriate
actions. This report aiso closely reviews the level of protection given to the town'’s open
space. recreation.. and natural resources. and evaluates the accessibility of the open space
and recreation resources under the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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B. Planning Process and Public Participation

The present effort has drawn upon the concerns of the 2006 plan guided primarily by the
Conservation Commission and citizens participating in public ssssions. In all. this effort
draws primarily on the Conservation Commission. the Recreation Commissiorn. and
interested citizens.

The process involved reviewing past planning efforts including the 1999 Master Plan, the
2000 Abington Open Space and Recreation Plan. the 2004 Communiry Development
(CD) Plan. and the 2006 Open Space and Recreation Pian Update.

The 2004 CD Plan was produced with Massachusetts” Executive Order 418 funds
administered by an Inter-Agency Working Group. The intent was to produce an “image-
based, action-ariented” document, highiighting work needed in the key areas of housing,
resource protection, open space/recreation, and economic development. The Plan
included work needed 1o gain Division of Conservation Services (DCS) approval of the
then forthcoming 2006 Open Space and Recreation Plan update.

The CD Plan identified the overall suitability of the remaining vacant land for various
uses and produced a map of Open Space and Recreation Suitability among others, and an
overall Community Development Plan. In accord with the DCS concerns, the effort
evaluated the accessibility of the town’s open space and recreation Tesources under the
Americans with Disabilities Act and, discussed the significance of resources shared with
adjacent communities.

The Town Planner’s work preparing the 2006 Abington Open Space and Recreation Plan
drew on previous plans in consultation with the Planning Board. the Conservation
Commission, the Park and Recreation Commission. the School Department, grassroots
organizations, and the general public, with assistance from the Old Colony Planning
Council and oversight by the Town Manager's Office. In tum it 15 the basis of this 2014
update as it seeks to set a course for the furure.

To acquire current vafues and concerns. Council staff distributed the “Results of the 2006
Abington Open Space and Recreation Plan Recommendations™ to Conservation
Commission members and had copies for other boards and citizens at a planned
September 2012 “Kick-off Meeting.” It would then solicit comments on which proposals
should be retained what should be added. However. the Commission was undergoing a
major reorganization, the Kick-off meeting was postponed. and none of the marked-up
summaries of past proposals were returned.

A vear later. to ensure that the plan reflected current concerns. the staff distributed copies
of the 2006 Summarv of Recommendations to all Commission members and had copies
of the 2014 Proposed Open Space and Recreation Goals and the Seven Year Action Plan
available at a widely advertised October §. 2013 Community Meeting. Staff presented 2
large map showing the past recommendations and the suggested 2014 additions and
modifications for comments.
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These meetings were publicized by

A September 7. 2013 memo from the Conservation Commission distributed to all
town boards and the Griffin’s Dairy Committee

A short article on the town website announcing the October &. 2013 meeting and
calling on residents “to make suggestions and give input on the priorities of the pian”
An August 8, 2014 memo from the Conservation Commission distributed to ali town
boards. the Griffin’s Dairy Committee. and the Strawberry Valley Golf Course
Committee offering copies of the draft plan update and asking for comments and
suggestions on the pian.

Routine newspaper coverage of town board meetings and meeting announcements.

Residents” comments included:

Strong support for maximum agricultural use of the Griffin's Dairv land, including
grazing of young cattie from 2 Hingham-based dairy operation which was also using
Agricutwral Preservation Restriction land in Norwell.

Skepticism about recommendations for camping and swimming in Ames Noweltl
State Park

Enthusiasm for maintaining a natural habitat area along Beaver Brook and possibly
including foot bridges allowing hiking along the Abingtor side and along Beaver
Brook Reservation land on the Brockton side.

Strong support for completing the Abmngton portion of the Hanover Branch Bicycle
Trail

Support for selective cutting or trimming of trees and brush to open up scenic- vistas
possibly around some water bodies and as suggested by residents.

Support for ongomng efforts 1o repair/restore the Isiand Grove Park Bridge and
Memorial Arch.

Skepticism about neighbors™ acceptance of a short pedestrian/bicycle connection
between Hancock Street and the nearby Town Hall/Library Civie Complex despite
acknowledgement of the value in giving pedestrians access to the facilities and
reducing local driving mips.

Support for increased recreation use of the filled in and leveled former Sewer Beds.
General acceptance of the Plan’s Goals and 1ts Action Plan pending a closer review of
the specific proposals.

Subseguently, the Commission scheduled an October 22, 2013 session to identfy but not
rank the 10 highest priorities among the 29 proposed actions. These arc marked on the
Seven Year Action Plan Table with asterisks. The un-ranked highest priorities of the
various participants, which are more specific on the table, are:

N % 2N

Increasing conservation holdings

Protecting water resources and other resources
Expansion/Improvement of Ames Nowell State Park
Improving access to the Walnut Street Conservation Arez
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Developing scattered community gardens

Encouraging new small scale agriculture

Iroproved access to the Reilly Field area from the west
Educating the public on water quality protection
Creating a Lower Shumatuscacant River Trail system

O Extending the lower Shumatuscacant River Trail system

-3 O A

= D DO

In addition the participants favored the proposed Rockland/Hanover Rail Trail, though It

was not on the initial table.
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SECTION III: COMMUNITY SETTING
A. Regional Context

Abington is a relatively small suburban town (2010 population - 15.985) adjacent 10 the City of
Brockton and the communities of Holbrook. Weymouth. Rockland, and Whitman. It is a suburb
of both Brockton and Boston, and the recentiy-restored commuter rail service 10 Boston has
made it a desirable location for many Boston commuters. The Regional Location Map, III-1
shows that State Routes 18, 58, 139 and 123 connect Abington to surrounding communities and
1o the region’s limited access highways. Routes 3. 24. and 128 (which are all one-town distant)
making the Town reasonably accessibie by road as well as by rail. Abington is 10.14 square
miles in area and had a 2000 population of 14,605 which grew by 9.4% to the 15,985 of 2010C.

The town is almost entirely within the Taunton River Basin and is largely drained by the
Shumatuscacant River, Beaver Brook, and their tributaries. These flow to the Taunton River via
Poor Meadow Brook in Hanson and Rast Bridgewater, the Samcket River in East Bridgewater,
the Salisbury Plain River in Brockion, and the Matfield River in Bridgewater. A small area
along the eastern edge of the town drains to the South Coastal Basin via French Stream 1n
Rockland, the Drinkwater River in Hanovet, and ultimately the Indian Head River and the North
River. The town is at the top of each basin, as i includes the mapped headwaters of Beaver
Brook and the Shumatuscacant River, and 1s very close to the beginning of French Stream in

Weymouth. Accordingly the streams are small and the flows are limited.

Chared resources include the 607.4-acre Ames Nowell State Park and the City of Brockton’s
extensive Beaver Brook Reservation along the town line downstream of the Park. The Park and
Reservation lands are complemented by smaller town holdings along the Brook at Diane Circle
and elsewhere as discussed below. The State Park abuts the city of Brockton bui has no signed
identification on surrounding streets untl one is close to the entrance on Linwood Steet well
within Abington. This stdy and others recommend extending the Park’s trails to connect with
possible trails in adjacent communities.

A related shared resource is the remaining Pohorecky Farm land extending from within the State
Park. around Cushing Pond. and mto the town of Holbrook abutting the Holbrook Sportsmans
Ciub. As discussed earlier, the Abington Town Meeting authorized the purchase of the Farm 1n
1999, but acquisition was stalled by private litigation and by Michael Pohorecky’s death, and the
vote has since been rescinded. The Town may still have the ability to acquire some of the
Pohorecky land but the holdings south of Chesmut Street next to or within the State Park are of
greater interest to the State. Hence. other studies have recommended State acquisition, at least of
the in-holdings in the Park. The Deparument of Conservation and Recreation remains interested
and has pursued purchase options with the trustees of the Pohorecky estate.
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MAP -1

Abington Location Map
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The large Cleveland Pond in the Park currently prohibits swimming, reportediy due 10 €Xcess
algae, though it has been observed. A nearby popular resource also used by other COMMUNILES 18
the excavaied, enclosed, spring-fed swimming area at Abingion's jewel, Istand Grove Park on
the Shumatuscacant River. The pedestnian bridge reaching this Park from Lake Street in

Abington is  popular approach but needs significant repairs, as noted earlier.

The town s streams and water bodies include Beaver Brook and the Shumatuscacant River. and
their wibutaries and impoundments. The major impoundments on Beaver Brook are the small,
very scenic Cushing Pond just north of Chestrut Street and south of the Holbrook line, the large
Cleveland Pond within the State Park, and the small, tranquil, seciuded Hunt's Pond on the
Abington/Brockton line, just above Mill Street (See the discussion of the Valatka Conservation
Land in Chapter V). The ponds outside of the Park have some public frontage, but Jimited
access as 1s discussed below.

Impoundments on the Shumatuscacant River include a small pond with two apparent control
structures berween the Frolio School and the Mount Vernon Cemetery, and the much bigger
downstream Isiand Grove Pond and its spring-fed swimming area. From here the River flows
freely through the Abington-Rockland Toint Water Board's Mevers Avenue well field and on to
Whitman’s Hobart Pond. The many impoundments offer possibilities for coordinated storm
water management and groundwater recharge for future study, while the genera) lack of fish

Jadders suggests opportunities for restored anadromous fish runs.
B. History of the Community
Development/Density Patterns

The Town of Abington was founded in 1712 and was predominaht]y agricultural unti] the mid-
1800's when it became an important center for shoe manufacturing. Its early development was
generally in the north-eastern portion of the town in a north-south corridor east of the present
Rouie 18 (Bedford Street.)

With the decline of the shoe industry, the popuiation of the town varied little until after World
War I Abington was affected by the rapid post-war residential growth and development mic
the 1970s, growing by 72 percent from 1950 to 1970. Much of this low-density growth was
west of Bedford Street in areas requiring lots of 30.000 square fzet and even 40,000 square feet

(almost a 43,560 square-foot acre) west of Hancock Street.

Growth slowed from the 1970°s to the late 1990°s despite the availability of 1 million gallons:
day sewage treatment through Brockton starting in 1983. It then accelerated when sewage
{reatment was joined by restored commmuter rail service on the Old Colony Line and a new rail
station was built.

The restored rail service has particularly spurred residental growth. in the form of condominium

and apartment construction. much of it west of Route 18/morth of Rockland Street and south of
Summer Street near the rail station. These developments may range from shghtly over 4
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units/acre to slightly over 8 units/acre. They bave created a pocket of relatively high-density
housing in the otherwise low-density areas.

The resulting land use patierns are shown on the Map III-2, Land Use and Zoning District but
this does not show the difference in lots sizes between the various single family neighborhoods
and omits the sizable multi-family development north of Rockland Sweet mentioned above.

The longer-term growth is in the form of large lot (30,000 to 40.000 square-foot) suburban
development off of Hancock Street in the former country part of the town. This has cost
previously recommended open space opportunities, (such as the previously proposed north-south
Town Forest), but residents still find Abington to have a comfortable small town atmosphere.

The following Map 10-3 shows the present density patterns on a block group basis. This offers
finer-grain data than the larger census tracts but it can still mask local differences in housing
type, lot sizes and resulting neighborhood densities.

The town’s growth has strained its infrastructure and placed heavy demands on governmental
services. The limited ability to offset residential development with commercial and business
development has led to a continuing heavy reliance on the residential property tax.

Today, Abington is a small bedroom community with an estimated population of about 16.000
and a number of predominantly retail small and medium sized businesses. lts primary residential
character is a distinct departure from its more self-sufficient manufacruring and agricuitural past.

C. Population Characteristics

The U.S. Census found the town's population at 13.817 in 1990. By 2000, it had grown to
14.605. a 5.7 percent increase, and by 2010 it had reached 15,985, with the previously noted
9.4% increase. By 2015 the Town Census (based on mail-in household forms) estimated the
population at a smaller 15.364. This may have reflected a typical under-response to the town's
mail-in census. Thus in 2010 the US Census found 15,985 residents while the Town Census
counted only15,520, an undercount of 733.

Adjusting for a similar undercount in 2015, the estimated 2015 popuiation would be 15.364 plus
the undercounted 735 for 16.099, a minimal increase of .7%. This suggests that the 2015
undercount was much greater than the previous Census’s 735.

Projections by the Old Colony Planning Council. the town’s regional planning agency. call for a
population growth of 15.5% from the 14.605 of 2000 to 16,638 by 2020.
Implications

The projected growth implies considerable pressure on the town's remaining open spaces.
particularly if it continues at the recent rate of about an acre per household. Such low-density
large-lot growth may leave some backland untouched and lessen the perceived need for local
open space, but the large lots leave little wild land. The growing population will increase
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demand for recreation resources, while the increasingly low-density development will consume
natural areas, increase impervious surfaces, and require greater open Space holdings.

In addition, while the continuing growth increases the population per square mile town-wide. the
large Jots reduce the typical density in new neighborhoods. Despite the resulting spacious setting
there is still 2 need for playerounds and public gathering spaces which can help to reduce
suburban isolation.

Age Patierns

Age group patterns have been changing. Town-wide, the youngest and oldest age groups grew
the most. From 1990 to 2000 the young population (under age 17) grew by 17.5%, increasing by
698 persons from 3,468 to 4,076, representing 27.9 % of the toul population. Over the same
period the population age 60 and over increased by 850 persons or 38% percent to 3,083 and was
21.1% of the town’s population. This growth compares with an overall increase in the town’s
population of only 5.7 percent during the same ten-year period.

Then by 2010, the trends reversed; the slightly larger population 19 and under declined
(according to the 2010 US Census) from over 4,076 or 27.9% of the population to 4.028 or
2520 of the total, while the absolute population 60 and over declined from 21.2% of the
popuiation to 16.2% or from 3,083 to 2.590 persons. This may partly reflect the maturing of
younger persons and the movement of some older people to retirement developments in other
communities, or to communities with lower property taxes. In the long run, the population over

60 is expected to continue Erowing with the aging of the early Baby Boomers.

The reversed recent trends suggest slightly greater needs for faciliues for the middie population
of 20-60 years old. Yet facilities for all age groups will continue to be needed. and most open
spaces and facilities serve a wide range of ages.

Distribution of Age Groups within the Town

The difference in ages is slight at the scale of census tracts. For example, the 2010 population
under 19 years of age ranged only from 12.9% of Tract 5201 (the southeastern corner of the
town), to 27.8% of Tract 5202.01, (the northeastern portion of the town) and 28.2% of Tract
52022 (the western end of the town). Since each wact has diverse neighborhoods, the slight
difference in the proportion of youth does not change the locational pattern of youth-oriented
facility needs.

Similarty, the proportion of the population over 65 in 2010 ranged from only 9.1% of Tract
5901.01 to 12.7% of Tract 5202.02. o 14.0% of Tract 5201. (Interestingly in 2000 Tract 5202.2
had both the greatest proportion of youtt: ( 26.5%) and of the elderly (14.3%). This is probably
because this diverse area included both new neighborhoods with relatively young families and
the town's low-cost housing for the Elderly.} 1In all, the large varied Census tracts are expected
i continue 1o contain such diversity that tract data alone will not suggest the needs for age-
focused facilities.
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Incomes

Although recently it has atiracted new residents who commule 10 commonly higher-paving jobs
in the Boston area, Abington remains a moderate-income community - though one with rising
income levels. Median family incomes have exceeded state and regional levels, while per capita
incomes have remained below the state levels.

US Census income statistics for 2000 and 2010 indicate that Median Family Income (MFI) for
Abington residents was commonly higher than that for the state and sometimes higher than that
for the OCPC Region. In 2000 the town’s Median Family Income (MFI) was $68.826, versus
$67.331 for the OCPC region, and $61.664 for the state. In 2010 the town’s MFI (based on the
2007-2011 American Community Survey's 5-year estimates) was $92,839 versus $83.37] for the
state, but less than the region’s $96,089. Abington’s estimated MF] had increased by 40.8%
while the state’s MFI had increased by a slightly lower 38.9%.

In contrast to MFIs, local per capita incomes have lagged behind the state and region. In 2000
Abington’s per capita income was $23.380, below both the state’s $25,952 and the region’s
$24,032. By the 2007-2011 period, the town’s estimated per capita income was $33,386. behind
the state’s $35.051 and the OCPC region’s $34.663. This suggests large families in which high
family incomes are divided by many household members resulting in low per capita incomes.

The distribution of incomes varied with the housing stock. The highest estimated median
household income, for the previous 12 month in the 2009-2113 American Community Survey
was $95.862 in tract 5201.02, the western portion of the town with the most new housing, The
next was $82.946 in Tract 5201 the southeastem corner of the town with some significant
development such as the Abington ‘Station condominium project; and the lowest, $59.211 was in
Tract 5201.01, the older northeastern corner of the 1own.

These statistics indicate that Abington continues to be a strong middle-income community. but
not an extremely affiuent one. It has good-sized working families. resulting in lower per capita
incomes. The question. discussed below, is whether these differences in income and age arc
useful in anticipating differing interests in. or needs for, open space and recreation land and
facilitzes.
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Table I1I-1

Social Indicators bv Census Tract

Tract | 5201 | 5202.01 | 5202.02 |
- Age \ | \ 1
<19 22.9% ' 27.8% 1 28.2%
| >65 | 14.3 | 9.1% | 12.7%
' Median Hshid. | $82,946 | $59.211 | $95,862
' Income in ‘ | \ \
| previous 5 vears | | | |
- White | 6.249 13422 15,189 |
' Population | 97.5% 1 93.6 | 87.2% l
| All others { 157 \ 232 760
| | 2.5%  6.3% 12.7%

Source U.S. Census 5 Year American Community Survey 2009-2013
Employment and Occupations
Erom 2000 to 2010 employment data showed the continuing decline in manufacturing

employment from 432 jobs 10 2 reported 26 jobs; the growth m non-manufacturing employment
from 3.227 jobs to 3,633 jobs; and a total growth in employment from 3.659 10 3,759, The total

growth in local employment was from 3.306 to 4,203, a 2.7 % increase.

In 2004 the State Department of Employment and Traming
employing 3,985 persons, while by 2012 a different source,
employment, showed employment dropping
employees or others in government service.

ranges, are Wal-Mart (250-499), and Lowes, Stop and Shop,

WOTKETS.

Of the total emplovec¢ Abington workforc
and professional occupations: 2,763 (32.5

slightly to 3.812.

and material moving, showing the great decline in traditional manufacturing.

The January to December 2010 unemployvment rate was 7.7%
of 7.6%. but lower than the regional rate of 7.8%. So the town is predominantly white-
its unemployment rate. while serious, 18 jess than in many nearby communities.

Implications
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found 345 local establishments
the Census-counted local
This did not include Town
The largest employers in Abington, given only as
and Target, all between 100-249

e of 8.511 in 2010, 2,888 (34%) were in management
%) were in sales and office jobs reflecting the major
retail operations; 1207 (14%) were in service jobs; 929 (11%) were In construction. extraction

(e.g. sand and gravel pits) and maintenance, and 724 (8.55%) were in production, fransportation

». slightly higher than the state rate
collar and



How much can age, income, ethnicity. and occupational differences tell us about probabie
recreational interests or needs? A major question is whether white collar and bine collar
workers have significantly different recreation preferences. e.g., bicycling, swimming. sailing.
gardening, “passive” tent camping and hiking versus hunting, organized team Sports, power
boating. skate boarding, RV camping and ATV riding. Some activities such as camping may
appeal 10 a wide range of people, suggesting exploiting such opportunities in Ames Nowel! State
Park or on chance town holdings. The 2012 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
(SCORP) discussed in Chapter VII surveyed peoples preferences and desire but did not correlate
them with income, education, ethnicity or other possible indicators.

Changes in labor force participation and journeys 1o work indicate that the vast majority of
residents commute to jobs outside of the town, with commuting time possibly leading to &
preference for weekend activities over daily ones. Yet many parents do get to their children’s
after school games.

The changing population characteristics in Abington have elusive implications for the town in
trving to meet a diversity of recreational and open space facility needs and desires. For example,
the diversity of the population within census tracts, combined with continuing growth and
change make it more important to provide some open spaces near most existing or growing
neighborhoods, than to try to meet every Jocalized need suggested by age or income levels or
other social patterns. These factors also make it important to site one-of-a-kind facilmies where
they are generally accessible town-wide, and to take advantage of ope-of-a-kind opportunities,
even if not centrally located like possible boating or swimming at Cleveland Pond.

The increased number of elderly in the general population and the demand for a broader range of
elderly programs and services led 10 a proposed Semior Center at the former Griffin Dairy
property. However a former church at the southern edge of the town just past the commuter rail
station and close to the Whitman town line became available and the center was developed there.
This location has led to preliminary proposals to share the center with Whitman which has a
large staff but no comparable building, but nothing has resulted.

In ail, it is probably better to provide diverse opportunities and experiences than to try to target
particular neighborhoods and interest groups. The exceptions might be where particular sports
like Bocee are popular in particular ethnic enclaves.

D. Growth and Development Patterns
1. Land Use and Density Patterns and Trends

The town’s primary land use is housing and most of this is in the form of detached single-family
houses. Abington's town-wide sewerage sysiem dating from 1983 allows development in areas
which were previously constrained by soils that were unsuitable for on-site septic systems. See
the following Land Use and Zoning Districts Map III-2 from the 2004 Abington Community
Development Plan. This shows the town’s development pattern which is predominantly
residential grouped around the major arterial streets. However it omits the more recent 180 unit
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Abington Woods development west of Bedford Street and north of Rockland Street and the new
Cape Cod Lumber facility north of Groveland Street. See also the current zoning on Map III-
which shows the allowed uses more clearly. In addition 0 1ts neighborhoods, the town has two
oider established commercial districts: Abington Center and North Abington Center, plus larger
scale outlving auto-oriented big box/suip commercial developments along Routes 123 and 8.

The highest density residential development and commercial uses were traditionally in the oldest
neighborboods North Abington and Abington Center to the south with densities and commercial
uses decreasing with distance. Recent development described below as altered this with pockets
of higher density residential south of Summer Street and west of Bedford Street as described
below. Only the Stonegate multi-unit project nortn of Patiison Swreer reflects the traditional
concentration in North Abington. Similarly recent commercial development focuses on major
roads rather than on the two centers.

See present density patterns on Map HI-3. This map is done on a basis of block groups and
shows more differences than seen in a map of the larger Census iracts. It may still understate
neighborhood character since each biock group contains some undeveloped land lowering
overall densitics. None-the-less it shows the remaining pattern of the highest densities being 1n
North Abington and along Routel23.

The 1997 buildout analysis by the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs and MASSGIS
showed that most development from 1991 to 1997 had been n subdivisions on land adjacent to
older established neighborhoods. The 1999 Abington Master Plan found that this wend had
continued and that there was a potential for 1.335 w0 1.550 additional new single-family houses
and nearly 8.000.000 sg. ft. of non-residential space under the present zoning. The potential
residential development could add up to 10,300 persons under full build-out.

Recent residential development has been more intensive and includes the 192-unit Woodlands at
Abingron Station apartment complex 1n a R-20 zoned area near the Commuter Rail Station and
the 180-unit Abington Woods apartment development in R-20-zoned areas west of Bedford
Street along with the earbier 48-umit Stonegate multi-family development north of Pattison Street
in North Abington. As noted above, only the Patnison Street project reflects the original higher
density pattern in North Abington. At the same time recent low-density single-family
development has been in 30,000 square
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Map III-2

Abington Land Use and Zoning
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Map III-3

Abington Population Den
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fo0t lots east of Hancock Street and north of Randoiph Street, and in 40,000 square-foot lots west
of Hancock St. With restored commuter rail service, Abington has become & popular location
for people commuting to the Boston/Cambrndge core area.

Abington’s commercial uses are in the two town centers of North Abington and Abington Center
and along Routes 18 and 123 as noted above. Wal-Mart selected a site on Route 123 on the west
side of town ai the Brockton line for a new store. Stop and Shop located its super store on the
east side of town on Route 123 adjacent to the Rockland town line and next 10 a new Target
store. Similarly. a recent Lowes store is on Route 18 in the geographic center of the town at the
former Ames Plaza. and the relocated, expanded Cape Cod Lumber is on Groveland Street off of
Rte. 123. Thus the major new commercial areas are on four different regionally accessible.
highway-oriented sites, all remote from the rraditional centers.

2. Infrastructure

A major influence on development pafterns is the town's infrastructure. This affects the
accessibility of various undeveloped areas and their potential for development, particularly in
terms of provisions for water supply and waste water disposal

(a.) Transportation System

Abington has a good network of state-numbered routes and local roads allowing north-south and
east-west travel through the town. Four state numbered routes pass through the town. Routes 18
and 58 are the major north-south arterials while Routes 139 and 123 are the major east-west
routes. These connect with the major limited access routes 3 and 128§ locaied one town removed
and giving access to Boston and the metropolitan area. Residents also use moderate capacity
arterials and local streets for alternative paths to regional destinations. The state highways and
town Streets are in generally good condition with sidewalks available for pedestrian traffic
throughout most of Abington. Though often not allowed. these can provide a safer alternative
path for bicycles than busy streets. Sidewalks allowing such combined uses are on sometimes
termed “bi-ways”.

The town is served by the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority’s) Kingston/Plymouth
Branch of the Old Colony Commuter Rail line. The MBTA rail line runs through the eastern
portion of town with the new commuter rail station south of Centre Avenue (Route 123) near the
intersection with Plymouth Street (Route 58). There is parking at the station for 385 vehicles
and additional private parking nearby. There is no fixed-route bus service in Abington except for
Brockton Area Transit fixed-route service from Brockton as far as the Wal-Mart store just across
the town line.. BAT also provides DIAL-A-BAT Para Transit service to the town. The latter 1s
available to the elderly and disabled persons through human service agencies or on an individual
basis. JBL Bus Lines provides commuter bus service from Abmngton Center and North Abington
to Boston.
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Walking and Bicycling

Walking and bicycling are valuable alternatives given compact development in “W alkable
Neighborhoods™ with many services and destinations within a mile or so. and a2 well-designed
road or bike lane svstemn aliowing guicker auto-free tnps of five or ten miles or more depending
on the rider. The town's gentle terrain should make such cycling an attractive alternative, but
Abington does not have a supportive road and bike iane system. Instead bicycle and pedestrian
facilities are limited with no separate bike lanes or protective sharrows indicating multi-use lane.
However most of the town has sidewalks at least on one side of the street with potential bi-way
use, as noted above. Potental walking trails linking neighborhoods. various destinations and
open spaces are discussed later.

One supportive current movement is the Safe Routes to School program. This encourages
children to walk or ride to schoo) through education and public information, and by funding
improvements to sidewalks, boardwalks, bridges over streams, and trails allowing direct safe
connections from neighborhoods to schools. In the longer run it can benefit from land use
policies that locate schools in the cenier of their service areas. Similarly zoning allowing small
convemience commercial centers in neighborboods could encourage walking or riding on short
errands that used to be driven as a matter of course.

Present limitations are revealed in the Council’s 2013 Bicycle and Pedestrian Connecuvity and
Livability Smdy. This shows very few major roads in Abington with a high pedestrian or bicycle
levels of services “based on factors that facilitate or impede pedestrian or bicycle safety.”

The major safe toad segments for pedestrians were the southbound Wainut Street south of
Summer Street and both sides of Walnut Street north to Centre Avenue. the eastbound side of
Lincoin Street: and five major intersections.

The major safe road segments for bicycles were on Bedford Sweet, north 10 Route 123:
Washington Street from Bedford Street 1o Centre Street: and Route 139 from Adams Street ic
Russell Lane. with relative safety on the northbound side of the road from Chestut Street to the
Weymouth Jine, along with five major intersections.

The study recommends the long-proposed multi-use connection between Hancock Street and the
Civic Center probably via Broadmeadow Lane, the new trail and Ginniewicz Way/Lincoln
Boulevard. In addition the report and map recommend traffic calming, bike lanes and bike
parking areas along ali of Route 18. It also recommends comnecting the bicycle and trail
networks 10 the South Weymouth Naval Air Station redevelopment (Southfield) and from the
Green Street neighborhood to Route 123 and nearby recreation areas.

Other changes encouraging watking and niding to school and elsewhere would be filing gaps m
the present roadway /pedestrian way Systenl. One example would be an extension of Barry Road
to the new high school/middle schooi aliowing people to walk or ride to school from the Shaw
Avenue/Colonial Road neighborhood. Amnother example would be & rouie east from the Frolio
School via the paths in the Mt. Vernon Cemetery and a pedestrian crossing over the commuter
rail tracks and on to the neighborhoods off Plymouth Street. Combined with the Hancock Street-
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Civic Center multi-use path discussed above. this would create a safe pedestrian/bicycle route
across the middle of the town from the Hancock Street neighborhood to Plymouth Street.

(b.) Water Supply System

The Town of Abington obtains its water from the Abington- Rockland Joint Water Works
(ARTWW) established in 1885. The ARFWW is governed by a Joimt Water Board of six
commissioners, three from each town. The Board manages the water supply sources and
pumping-filtration system while the two towns operate and maintain their local distribution
systems.

The ARTWW system has 11,272 service connections serving 10.703 residences, 495 business
accounts and 55 municipal/institutional and non-profit accounts. Including a few hundred out of
district customers in Hanson. Hingham, Weymouth and Pembroke beyond those in Abington and
Rockland, raise the total residential population served to 32,408 persons. Y ear-round residentual
consumption for 2014 was calculated at 64 gallons/capita/day.

The system is unusual in having water sources in three towns and two basins, Abingion n the
Taunton River Basin, and Rockland and Pembroke in the South Coastal Basin. The oldest
source is the Great Sandy Botiom Pond wells complex in Pembroke. There is a treatment piant
on site designed for 4 miliion gallons per day (MGD) with a peak flow of 6 MGD. In Abmngton
Center there are three gravel packed wells at the end of Myers Avenue with their own 2 MGD
treatment plant. The third source, the John F. Hannigan Water Treamment Facility and reservoir
in Rockland. is both a source and a storage facility. The recently enlarged reservoir holds about
380 million gallons when full. The treatment facility is designed to treat a maximum of 2.0 MGD
but can pump up to 3.5 MGD from its 2.0 million.galion clear well. '

The ARJWW distribution system uses cast iron, ductile iron and PVC pipe, ranging in diameter
from 2 to 16 inches, totaling approximately 57 miles. The system consists of two service areas.
the Main Service Area which provides water to ali of the Town of Rockland and most of the
Town of Abington, and Abington’s Lincoln Street High Service Area, created in 1982 when
development at a higher elevation near the Brockton line required a booster pump.

The system produced 958.323 million galions from its sources in 2014, a decrease of 39.966
million gallons (4.9%) from the 998.289 million gallons of 2010. Recent metered and municipai
consumption has averaged 2.62 MGD year round (including 85.3 million galions/vear of
unaccounted for water).

Daily consumption including iimited sales to other systems has ranging from 2.45 MGD n
February. 2014 to 2.95 MGD in July, 2014 with probable peak days at close to twice the annual
average, or 5.25 MGD.

Storage is provided by two standpipes. three elevated storage tanks. and two clear wells for a
total capacity of 5.15 million gallons. The two Rice Avenue elevated storage tanks in Rockland
nold 0.5 million gallons each. The new Lincoln Street standpipe in Abington holds 1.25 million
gallons and the new Chesinut Street elevated tank in Abington holds 450.000 galions. thereby
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increasing total capacity and helping to maintain water pressure in the higher neighborhoods.
(However the total capacity of the standpipes may not be useable due to differences in elevation).
In addition. the Harmigan Water Treatment Facility and the Great Sandy Bottom clear wells hold
2 millior gallons at the former and 0.4 million gallons at the latter.

The tanks and standpipes alone, if usable for their full volume. would provide 2.7 million gailons
storage. just beyond close to the recent average day’s consumption of 2.62 Miliion Gallons. The
2.4 million gallons in the ciear wells increase this to 3.1 Million gallons or 195% of the annual
average daily use, However, even this provides relatively little reserve capacity if demands
double during summertime peak periods. In addition, to this storage capacity, the Abington
water system has emergency connections 1o the Weymouth, Brockton, Avon, and Whitman
water systems. The Rockland system, in turn, has connections to the Weymouth and Norwell
systems.

The biggest recent capital improvemen was the 2007 expansion of the Hingham Street Reservoir
from a capacity of 93 million gallons to 380 million. gallons. Other continuing improvements
include upgrading/replacing older pipes as well as expanding service and maintaining existing
structures and related facilities. Currently the system is operating at or near jts safe yield. In
addition. there is a water conservation program requiring new water hookups to save two gallons
for each gallon to be used. Given sufficient overall supplies, the above are probably shght
constraints on the continuing development that has consumed much of Abington’s open space,
arid that is creating 2 need for mor¢ protecied open space.

{c.) Sewer Service

Sewage treatment service to the Town of Abington is provided by the City of Brockton and the
Town of Rockiand through inter-municipal agreements. The system had 11 operating pumping
stations and roughly 90 miles of pipe and 4,886 services as of 2013. Of the 960.000 gallons of
sewage generated per day by the town. approximately 900.000 gallons flow to the Brockton
treatment plant with the remainder flowing to the Rockland Plant. Until recently the agreement
with Brockton limited the flow from Abington to 1,000,000 gallons per day and the town was
nearing its capacity. This has just been increased to 1.5 MGD.

Because of the 1 MGD limitation. the Sewer Commissior had been limiting new tie-ins flowing
1o Brockton to those property owners who had “equitable entitiement.” meaning that those who
have paid sewer assessments over the years are entitled to tie-1n. New development proposals in
the areas served by Brockton Treatment Plant had been placed on a waiting list until the Sewer
Commission had sufficient treatment capacity to serve the proposed development. In addtion.
the Rockland Sewer Commission had restricted any new Abington tie-ins to 1ts system.
Therefore, until recently little public sewerage was likely to be available to major additional
developments in Abington. This constraint 15 now removed thereby potentially increasing
demands for neighborhood open space and increasing development pressure on such land.

Overall, the Abington Sewer Commission now serves over 5.000 properties. It has reported that

with the completion of Phase TV of the municipal sewer system, it would have the infrastructure
1o serve to 6,000 properties and that it expects to meet its future requirements within the allowed
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flows to Rockland and Brockton. This will be much more feasible with the new 1.5 MGD
limirtation.

For background, the recent Upper Taunion Basin Waste Water Evaluation Smdy calculated
needs and examined ways to make maximum use of existing piants to serve pearby communities.
It considered adding several towns to the Brockton Regional Treatment Plant’s service area and
slightly increasing Abington’s allowed flow from 1 MGD to 1.5 MGD, as has occurred. These
changes reflect the reduced flows through the plant (due to reduced infiltration and inflow) and
the improved quality of the effluent from the expanded and upgraded plant documented in the
recent Notices of Project Change. They would also reflect the lifting of a Consent Decree
limniting plant operations, and a proposed increase in allowed discharges under the City's future
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.

In all, waste water treatment and disposal should not significantly constrain in near-term growth
in Abington and open spaces will less often be protected by limited soils and a lack of such
options.

-

3. Long Term Development/Density Patterns

The long term development pattern of the community is largely dictated by physical and natural
features such as wetland areas and the roadway system by its infrastructure and, over time, by
land use controls, most significantly by the Zoning By-Law and Map. The Abington Zoning Map
ITi-4 .reflects the expectation that because of natural and physical location characteristics and
public policies, Abington is likely to remain a predominantly residential community with limited
space for commercial and business development.

Present densities are shown on the Map III-3.

The town significantly changed its Zoning By-law in 2003 by adding several new districts: a
Transit Oriented District. a Central Business District, a Transitional Commercial District, and a
Multiple Use Planned Development District. These are discussed below and shown on the
Zoning Map. These 2003 Zoning By-law changes are expected to allow a population ievel close
10 the 24,900 persons projected in the Abington Master Plan given such changes.

Recent studies indicate that the ecological impacts of development largely reflect the resulting
neighborhood densities. While land is being consumed at an increasing rate, the density within
the town's typical new neighborhoods is declining largely because of the prevalent 20,000 sq. fi.
to 40,000 sq. ft. large lot zoning. As a result, the town is converting land to housing at a faster
rate than present population growth. For example, from 1960 to 2000 the population grew by
37.7 percent (from 10.607 to 14.605) while in a slightly shorter 35 vear period from 1962 to
1007 residential land increased by 125 percent (from 1.030 to 2,316 acres). In all, the large lot
zoning is requiring consumption of more land and loss of more wildlife habitat for 2 given
population increase than would higher density zoning, The latter would allow needed growth.
along with greater land preservation.
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During the 1962-1997 period. the town's developable vacant land decreased from 3,922 acres 1o
1,982 acres further reducing the town’s development options. The origmnal EQEA build out
analysis found a potential popuiation of 16.275 at full puild out under these regulations. In
contrast, the 1999 Master Plan saw the possibility of more dense development and projected 2
larger build out popuiation of 24,900 persons under the same regulations and initial land
resources. This was with greater use of the higher densitv provisions. The latter projection
appears to be the more reasonable in view of recent higher density development in the town. The
most recent OCPC Buildout swudy has found fewer developable acres, thereby reducing potential

growth given unchanged development controls.

Map I1I-2, shows the relationship between present zoning and actual land uses. However it does
not show causal relationships. Instead some zoning in developed areas basically refiects present
uses. while in less developed areas the zoning reflects what is desired and it is intended 1o guide
the future character of the area. Though new development will refiect the zoning. the older areas
will be largely unchanged with many continuing legal “non-conforming™ uses.

The following describes Abington's zoning districts as shown on Maps [1I-2 and 1J1-4.
Flood Plain and Wetlands Protection District (FW).

The Flood Plain and Wetlands Protection Overlay District seeks to protect the town’s ecology.
Its regulations are intended to protect and preserve the marshes. bogs, ponds, and water courses:
and their inclusively-defined adjoining wetlands. The district also reduces flooding bazards and
protects the occupants of the flood piain by providing the means for the land to absorb. transmit
and store runoff, and 1o assure retention of sufficient fioodway areas to convey probable water
flows.

Transit Oriented Development (TOD) District

The purpose of the TOD District is to encourage more intensive development near the Abington
commuter rail station. It encourages land uses that complement the commuter rail line and the
established nearby neighborhoods. It does so by aliowing a mix of small uses on well-buffered
sites 10 support and serve Commuters and adjacent residential development, 10 enCOUTage the use
of rail service; and to increase pedesirian and bicycle trips, while decreasing the number of local
automobile trips.

Central Business District (CBD)

The Central Business Diswict allows the reasonable use, enhancement, expapsion and
redevelopment of the North Abington business district and Abington Center. These are the
town's traditional older business districts that are developed in an intensive manner with on-
street parking as well as shared scattered off-street lots. but have lost some businesses. The
provisions allow new buildings to be set close 1o the sidewalk or street line n order to encourage
pedestrian access. 10 maintain pedestrian cormections to adjacent properties. and 1o allow off-site
or shared parking. They also provide for residential uses in mixed use developments.
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Multiple Use Planned Development (MUPD) District

The Multiple Use Planned Development District encourages the planned mixed-use development
of the land in two largely undeveloped areas of the town. It attempts to accommodate low-
impact office or professional activities in an overall “campus” setting. The new uses would be in
compact, intensive clusiers, using namral features. vegelanon. screening and setbacks o retain an
open space character from the road. Thus they would have minimal impacts on surrounding jand
uses such as the Ames Nowell State Park. The regulations support a more flexible planned
development process than is possible through conventional zoning.

Transitional Commercial District

The Transitional Commercial District seeks to preserve the residental character of thoroughfares
that are under pressure for commercial development by allowing a transition to more intensive,
but compatible uses. It emphasizes the preservation and adaptive reuse of existing structures;
provides for buffers and uses compatible with nearby residential areas; and gives property
owners an additional oppornmity to use their land without severely diminishing the amenity and
residential value of nearby properties. It seeks to minimize congestion on major streets, and 10
protect the character and appearance of areas that are the key elements of the town by allowing
limited, low-traffic generating non-residential uses which can operate in adapted/expanded
existing houses or in compatibie new small-scale office/retail buildings. The 2015 Town Meeiing
rezoned Route 18 from this diswict to the Highway Commercial District, but the district remains
in the by-law.
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High Density Residential R-20

The R-20 District permits single-family detached houses as of right on 20,000 sq. ft. lots. It also
allows specially permitied two-family houses, singie-family attached houses (townhouses) in
groups of up to four units, and apartments and multi-unit condominium buildings on 40.000 sq.
ft. lots. Despite being called “High Density.” the District’s highest density, slightly over 10 units
per acre, is about the same as single-family lots m older close-built suburbs. It is mapped east of
Bedford in North Abington, west of Bedford Street and north of Rockland Street in the
approximate center of the town, and south of Summer Street near the Commuter rail statjon.

Medinm Density Residential R-30

The District, mapped over much of the town, re quires minimum lots of 30.000 sq. ft. to provide
a spacious single-family detached environment. It excludes two-family or attached dwellings
along with apartments and multi-unit condominiums. Various health, social service and
recreation facilities are allowable by special permit.

Low Density Residential R-40

This district, mapped over the westernmost part of the town past Hancock Street, is intended to
provide particularly spacious neighborhoods with lots of at least.40,000 square feet. Although
the R-40 Residential District does not allow two-family homes, attached houses, or multi-unit
dwellings per se, it does allow Accessory Apartments. It also allows various health, social
service "and recreational facilities” by special permit.

General Commercial (GC) .

The GC District is intended to accommodate centrally located, compact, accessible business
centers, which have adequate vehicular access, exclude noxious or land-expansive uses, and are
as pedestrian friendly as possible. The District requires 8,000 square feet for diverse retail and
service uses as-of-right or by special permit, and excludes most industrial uses. It allows one and
two family houses as-of-right but it excludes attached and multi-unit housing.

Highway Commercial (HC)

The HC District is intended to accommodate businesses catering to auto-oriented markets or
needing relatively large sites which would be inappropriate downiown. It allows varied retail
and service uses as-of-right or by special permit. It also allows single-family and two-family
houses, apartments, and motels by special permit. The District requires 20,000 sq. ft. lots for
most uses, but Section 7-3 again calls for 40,000 sq. fi. lots for any attached or multi-unit
housing. Coverage is limited only through yard and parking requirements.

Recently. the town accommodated a new Target Department Store and a bank in its HC Highway
Commercial District along Route 123 and & Lowes Home Improvement Center in the HC
Highway Commercial District on Bedford Street. Route 18. These facilities are accessible
individually, but they do not create one unified center. Instead they divert investment from the
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existing centers, fail to strengthen them. and require more auto trips for multi-stop shopping or
comparison-shopping.

Conclusion

The bylaw ofien requires residential lots well bevond past patterns of allowed development.
These are lots which many people desire. but they also limit choices in that one may not build a
house on anything less than 20,000 square feet. The requirements are well beyond the more
moderate-sized 10.000 to 15.000 square foot lots which can provide an atractive. manageable
seting while consuming far less land for 2 given population. Since the town is sewered,
attractive development accommodating expected growth could be done on smaller lots and leave
more land as natural habitat whether or not formally protected.
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SECTION IV: ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
A. Geology. Soils and Topography

1. Geology. The geology of Abington was formed by glacial ice sheets that blanketed much of
southeastern Massachusetts. As the glaciers began to melt and recede. the landscape formed and
a basin was created in the present Hockamock Swamp (known to geologists as the Leverett Sea).
As the ice continued to retreat it revealed the region’s characteristic north-south drumlins formed
by the moving ice while the subsequent Hubbard Uplifi eliminated much of the Leveret Sea and
created the town's present north-south drainage pattern.

2. Soils. The U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service lists two major soil associations in
Abington. Since these can contain very different soils which are found together, the functional
characieristics depend on the actual mix and patterns.

a. The Scituate - Essex-Merrimac Association covers the southern two-thirds of the town. It
includes deep, nearly level to moderately steep. well-drained and moderately drained soils
formed in glacial till, and nearly level, somewhat excessively-drained sotis formed in sand
and gravel.

b. The Hollis - Charton-Essex-Muck Association covers the northern one-third of the town.
Tt includes rolling, somewhat excessively drained and well-drained soils, deep and shallow
to bedrock that formed in glacial till, and level, very poorly-drained organic soils. This
would suggest that much of the town would accept water readily, and be suitable for septic
systems though the very tight muck areas and those with considerable hardpan would
exclude such systems. However the limitations are greater because many of the soils have
a seasonally high water table that commonly limits the use of on-site waste water disposal
systems even in porous soils. and because some of the “excessively-drained™ very coarse
soils give inadequate treatment to the effluent.

The accompanying Map IV-1, Abington Soils and Geologic Features. shows that a good portion
of the town has severe limitations for on-site waste-water disposal systems. In the past it was
thought that these areas mapped with severe septic limitations would be very difficult to develop.
However, acual development patterns indicate that with large lots (3/4 acre or more) many areas
mapped with septic limitations will have some land that can accommodate approvabie on-site
systems. Still, local experience is that those areas with the most severe soil limitations
constrained development, led to disposal problems, and required relatively large lots for on-site
disposal systems. However, with the introduction and availabiiity of a town-wide sewerage in
most areas since 1983, the soil conditions that previously influenced the development patiern are
Jess relevant so long as the town stays within the applicable daily flow Iimits.

3. Topography. Abington's land forms are typical of Southeastern Massachusetts, with a gently
rolling landscape draining 1o the South, primarily aiong the Shumatuscacant River in the east and
along Beaver Brook on the Brockton line. Elevations range from vallevs of 80" MSL (Mean Sea
Level) along the River south of Summer Street to a 200+ foot knol! near Lincoin and Hancock
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Streets. and a peak of 250 feet along the Brockton line at the edge of the state park (hence the
nearby town water 1ower.)

A major, but very subtie, feature is a shallow drumlin rismg 10 OVver 200 feet MSL along
Hancock Swueet. Elsewhere low-lving areas are dominant in the meandering floodplains of the
streams and DTOOKS.

B. Landscape Character

Abington’s landscape is rolling and wooded with some remaimng open fields. Many of the
natural areas are biocked from view by roadside business and housing developments on Form A
Approval Not Required lots. A major exception 1s the woodiand on the north side of Chesmut

Sireet across from Ames Nowell State Park.

Another landscape asset is the town's sysiem of streams and ponds. Abington Is at the head of
three river basins and though limited by small water catchment areas, they have scenic,
recreation and wildlife vaiue and are potentially important for flood control.

1. Forest Cover

Tn 1999 the town had 2,989 acres of forest or 46.06% of the town as compared to 88.54 acres of
crop land, 21.07 acres of pasture, 04.83 acres of non-forested wetlands. and 147 acres of
orchard, nurseries, and cranberry bogs.

This reflects a long-term decline in forest from 1950 acres in 195} to 3,533 acres in 1971, 0
3,357 acres in 1983, and 2.989 acres in 1999, Hardwoods were the dominant type in 1951 and
1971 and appear to remain so. The continuing decline in forest reflects two wrends; the clearing
of land for development and the return of some former farm fields to woodland. Thus more land
was probably cleared for development than the decline m forest would suggest, and that decline
is partially offset by natural reforestation of some former fields.

Table IV-1
Forest Cover in Abingfon - Acres

I | 1951 11971 | 1985 | 1999

E—Iardwood ‘ 2.481 ~ 2.262 \ ‘ 4\
| Conifers | 180 25
A
|

| l

| Mixed | 1,289 | 1.246 \
| L

| i

| Total | 3,950
L |

Sources: Massachusetts Mapdown Project, Prof. Wm. MacConnell, Umass Dept. o
Forestry, 1951, 1971, 1985

i

|
3.357.4 | 2.999

|
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2. Public Shade Trees

The town’s public shade trees planted in the public right of way are the responsibility of the
Highway Department, but little staff time is available for their maintenance since the loss of the
long-term Forest Warden, Francis Mackiewicz.

There presently are an estimated several hundred trees along roads and in parks. Most are in
good health and they rarely have 1o be removed or replaced. Thus no new ones have been
removed or replaced in the past several years.

C. Waier Resources

1. Drainage Basins. Abington is divided into six drainage areas or watersheds within three river
basins: the Taunton River, North River, and Weymouth Back River Basins. However, most of
Abington (87%) is within the Taunton River Basin, and Meadow Brook, Beaver Brook. the
Stream River and the Shumatuscacant River flow southeriy to the Taunton River and then on ic
Mt. Hope Bay. The Shumatuscacant River serves the central watershed area of the town and
flows through the recharge area for the Abington-Rockland Joint Water Works Myers Avenue
wells. The recharge that the Shumatuscacant River offers to this ground water supply can be
affected by upstream development and activities.

The Three Basms and Drainage Areas:

Taunton River Basin

Central Abington - 5.48 square miles drains into the Stream River and into the Shumatuscant
River into Whitman. '

Southwest Abington -0.40 square miles; drains into Meadow Brook in Whitman.

West Abington - 2.82 square miles; drains into Beaver Brook in Abington.

North River Basin
Northeast Abington- 0.91 square miles; drains into French Stream, Rockiand.
Southeast Abington- 0.29 square miles; drains into Beech Hill Swamp. Rockland.

Weymouth Basin
Northwest Abington- 0.07 square miles; drains into Holbrook via Trout Brook.

As noted previously, the Central Watershed with its 5.48 square miles is the largest in Abington.
The most significant hydrologic aspect of this watershed 1s that it is the drainage area for the
wells located off Myers Avenue in the southern part of the town: that is, the aguifer that supples
the Mevers Avenue wells is under the watershed. To protect this recharge area from pollution
and from development that would inhibit recharge. the Abington-Rockland Joint Water Works
owns over 60 acres of land in the vicinity of the wells.
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2. Surface Water, Rivers and Streams. Most of Abington les at the headwaters of the Taunton
River Watershed Approximately 87% of the own drains into the Taunton River Basin via the
Shumatuscacant River. Beaver Brook. Meadow Brook, and the Stream River. The
Shumatuscacant River is the largest stream in Abington and is formed from several small
iributaries in North Abington. The river winds its way down the east side of town behind the
Frolio School and Early Childhood Center to Island Grove Pond where it is impounded by a 13-
foor earth-filled dam. It continues below Centre Avenue and through a large wetland area near
the town's wells, into the town of Whitman.

Joining the Shumatuscacant River in Whitman 1s the Stream River. This begins in Abingion just
east of High Street in Conservation Commission-owned wetiands. It flows northerly (the only
stream that does so in Abington) for several hundred feet crossing Ashland and Groveland
Streets where it joins several other small tributaries at the edge of the former town landfill.

The other major local stream is Beaver Brook which begins in Holbrook and flows south through
Cushing, Cleveland, and Hunt's Ponds into Brockton and Whitman. Protected lands along the
brook include Brockton conservation land and the Ames Nowell State Park in Abington. Like all
of Abington's streams, Beaver Brook has limited flows.

Fps o f R N TRt . a Ayl Bel {Gui2® 1 e i,
Scenic Cushing Pond on former Pohorecky land and other private land, with town holdings to the
beyond the pines. Note the informal hockey rink laid out on ice 10 the left.

rear

3 Ponds, the town is fortunate in having a number of ponds. Three are on Beaver Brook. The
largest is Cleveland Pond, (88 acres) mn Ames Nowell State Park. bordered by woods. a park
acoess point, swamp land and the pond’s bridged control structure. Although swimming 1s
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reportediy prohibited because of shallow depths and algae, some people swim anyway. Boating
and fishing are allowed.

Just north of Cleveland Pond and visible from Chestaut Street is the very beautifui and scenic
privately-owned 10-acre Cushing Pond with town land to the north and west, but no public pond

fromage except along Chesmut Street.

Hunt's Pond (6 acres) off of Mill Street is the smallest of the three Beaver Brook ponds. It is
bordered on its eastern edge by protected agricultural land. (See discussion of the Valatka

Conservation land.)

The Shumatuscacant River has two impounded ponds. The larger and most popular pond in
Abington is the town-owned Island Grove Pond (35 acres) located between Washington and
Plymouth Streets in the center of Abington. It has an enclosed swimming area fed by well water
that flows through the swimming basin into the pond itself. While access to the western side of
the pond is limited by residential development, the eastern side is reached by the Wilson
Memorial Bridge. This is the town-owned Isiand Grove Park.

Cemetery land between the Frolio School and Cemetery, notth Hamil Lane

A third pond. Thompson's Pond. is located between the railroad tracks and the former naval arr
station, just north of Savine Street, and a much smaller un-named pond to the north. are unusual
in being natural ponds rather than impoundments.

Thompson’s Pond drains to the uppermost portion of French Brook flowing to the South Coastal
drainage basin.
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4. Wetlands and Flood Hazard Areas. Abington’s streams and ponds with thelr extensive
wetlands and floodplain areas form a complex pattern that constimtes the town's drainage
system. This natural drainage system not only channels water and storm water runoff. but
provides holding areas for excess water. The wetlands near the Abington wells alsc allow
groundwater recharge. These three functions, drainage. flood protection and groundwater
replenishment, are critical roles of the town's floodplain/wetlands system.

Areas within the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection Zoning District make up almost one half of
the land area of the town. These are subject to seasonal or periodic flooding or have mgh water
tables giving severe limitations for housing, The flood hazard areas are limited because
Abingion is at the headwaters of the Taunton River Basm and has Iimited stwream flows. In
addition, there is little impervious development upstream that would increase storm flows and
downstream flooding in Abimngton.

5. Groundwater - Aquifer Recharge Areas. The town's aquifer recharge areas are shown by the
Aquifer areas and the interim Wellhead Protection Areas (Zone II) on the Water Resources Map,
above, and by any delineated Zone II areas. The Abington Zoning By-Law has a Watershed
Protection District to protect these aquifer recharge areas. It is mapped around the Myer's
Avenue town water wells and is bounded by Routes 18 and 58. Centre Avenue, and the Whitman
town line.

D. Vegetation/Habitat

1. General Inventorv. Abington’s undeveloped land is primarily woodland, with much of it
being wooded swamp. In 1971 and 1991 the MacConnell Massachusetts Mapdown Project i its
“Twenty Years of Change™ reports inventoried forest. farmiand, open land and other
undeveloped and developed land and land uses, and noted changes over the previous 20 vears,
with the first covering 1951 to 1971, It can be seen from Table IV-1 that Abington experienced
large losses from 1971 to 1991 in all three of the undeveloped land categories. but the most
significant ioss was the 565 acres of forested land.

Then. by 1999 the Department of Revenue found that half of the open land and a third of the
remaining farmlands had been lost in the eight years since 1991, though the decline in forest
(only 58 acres Jost) was much reduced. The reduced loss of forest may reflect reforestation of
previous open land or cropland taken out of production, as well as possible changes in definition
and study methods. See the discussion of Forestry Issues on page TV-18 below.
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2. Changes in Land Use

The changes in land use from 1971 to 1999 are shown in the following table.

Table IV-2
Town of Abington Acreage by Land Use Category, 1971-1999
| Land Use 1971 1991 Acres Change 1999 Acres Change
Category Acres Acres
Farm Land 244 16% =75 111 -59
Forest | 3.622 3.057 -565 2.999 -58
Open Land | 702 460 242 -230 -230

Sources: The MacConnell Massachusetts Mapdown Project, 1971 and 1991; Mass, GIS

Note: There are slight inconsistencies between Tables IV-1 and IV-2 in the 1971 forest totals
due to different sources of MacConnel) data, but the overall pattern of loss remains.

3. Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species. The Natural Heritage and Endangered Species
Program's BioMap2 identified five Core Habitat Areas and two Critical Natural Landscape
Areas which are all or partially in Abingion. These are tools for conservation planning but have
no direct regulatory function.

In addition the Natural Heritage Atlas shows Priority Habitats used for regulation under the
Massachusetts Endangered Species Act, and Estimated Habitats used for regulation under
Wetlands Protection Act. These often overlap with each other and with the Core Habitats and

Critical Natural Landscapes, and all are valuable for conservation planning, The town's areas of

Core Habitat are described below along with related Estimated and Priority Habitats and areas of
Critical Natural Landscape drawn from the BioMap2 report on the town of Abington.

Core Habitat BM 1102 in the southeast quadrant of the town (shared with Whitman)
encompasses a caftail marsh with a shrub swamp and a small stream along the Shumatuscacant
River. This wetland provides breeding habitat for two endangered rare species of marsh birds,
the American Bittern and the Least Bitten, Both of these are endangered. It contains the smaller
Critical Natural Landscape 561 and is also Priority Habitat PH 1137 and Estimated Habitat WH
293,

Core Habitat BM 1228 is anchored by Ames Nowell State Park. It includes unprotected Atlantic
White Cedar Swamp (habitat for the Hessel's Hairswreak Butterfly) in the vicinity of Cushing
Pond. It is mapped as exiending north into the Town of Holbrook as Core Habitat 1323 which
includes Critical Natural Landscape 652. This in turn extends into 2 small area in Abington just
east of Route 139, Core Habitat 1228 also includes the smaller Estimated Habitat 4084 and
Priority habitat 1062 just below the town line as shown on the 2003 Natural Heritage Atlas
published by the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the Division of Fisheries
and Wildlife.
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Core Habitat BM 1294

The BioMap 2 shows the third Core Habitat ares in the northeasiern corner of the town west of
Bedford Street and north of Spruce and Pine Streets. It is mapped as Estnated Habitat WH
7499 and Priority Habitat PH 985 in the 2003 Atlas. This site includes Thompson Pond and
largely unprotected land on the former South Weymouth Naval Air Station (now the new
community of Southfield), and extends well intc portions of the base in Rockland and
Wevmouth. It supports populations of Mocha Emerald Dragonilies, Easiern Box Turtles and
Spotted Turtles, along with Grasshopper Sparrow and Upland Sandpipers which nest in oper
grassiand such as those around airport runways.

Core Habitat BM 1323

Core habitat 1323 is almost entirely in Weymouth with 2 sma)l sliver of habitat and a portion of
Critical Natural Landscape 652 just south of the town Tine and east of Route 139 in Abington. It
includes Wetland and Aguatic Core habitat with some Coastal Atlantic White Cedar Swamp and
houses communities of Plymouth Gentian flowers, Mocha Emerald Dragonflies and Spotted
Turtles.

Core Habitat BM 1144

This is a very small (13-acre) area bracketing the Abington/Brockton line south and west of
Cleveland Pond. It houses water-oriented New England Bluet Damselfiies, a Species of Special
Concer.

Each of fhese Core Habitat areas contains several different state-protected species that depend on
wetlands. The northern area identified as Core Habitat 1029 on the following Map and noted
above contains a small example of an Atlantic White Cedar Swamp. & plant community that
occurs predominately in Southeastern Massachusetts. This plant community provides 2 valuable
habitat for both rare and commen species found i the wetland and adjacent uplands and s
located largely in the Pohorecky holdings discussed earlier.

These areas are particularly valuable in ecological terms according 10 the Massachusetts Natural
Heritage and Endangered Species Program. Fortunately, they are both at least partially in pubhic
ownership. However, protection 1s needed for any remajning unprotected land in these areas and
in adjacent areas.

The Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program suggests that "A pro-
active approach to wetland conservation is necessary to ensure that the wetlands maintain their
natural water regime, including normal fucruations and connections with the uplands and other
wetlands. Moreover, protecting streams in the vicimty of each of these wetlands is crucial since
streams act as conduits of the water and as corridors for movements of upland and wetland
species. Water quantity and guality are thus ongoing issnes for wetlands, and these are
particularly important in areas such as Abihgion where rare species are concentraied in the
wetlands.”
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E. Fisheries and Wildiife

The Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, BioMap2 Report for
Abington, dated 2112 notes the occurrences of rare species in the town and is the source of the
information shown in Table IV-2.

Table IV-2
Abington Rare Species

Species Taxon* Status

Birds

American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus) Bird E

Least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis) Bird E
Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodamdamus savannaarum) Bird T

Upland Sand Piper (Bartramia longicauda) Bird E

Insects

Hessel’s Hairstreak} (Callophrys hesseli) Lepidoptera SC

New England Bluet (Enallagma laterale) Dragonfly Damsel Non-listed SWAP*
Mocha Emerald Dragonly SC
Amphibians

Northern Leopard Frog (Rana pipiens) Non-listed SWAP*
Reptiles .

Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene Carolina) Turtle SC

Spotted Turtle (Clemmys Guata) Non-listed SWAP*

* Srate Wildlife Action Plan
Taxon: A taxonomic category or group. such as a phylum. order. family, genus, or species.

The status definitions are:

E = Endangered: In danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range or 1n
danger of extirpation as documented by biological research and inventory

SC= Special Concern: Documented by viological research and inventory to have suffered a
decline that could threaten the species if allowed 1o continue unchecked. or potentially threatened
in Massachusetis becanse it occurs in small numbers or with a very restricted distribution or
specialized habitat requirements.

T = Threatened: Any species of plant or animal likely to become an endangered species within
the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range, and any species
declining or rare as determined by biological research and inventory and likelv to become
endangered in the foreseeable future.
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Bird and Animal Species

Abington’s network of small tributary streams. ponds, and swampy areas provide good habitat
for native Black Duck and other water fowl and muskrats. The brushy borders of such areas
provide food and cover for the Ruffed Grouse. Cottontail Rabbit and Hare. Most of the wooded
sites in town are small and surrounded by housing. Despite increased development. observations

indicate that Abington still has a varied wildlife. It mcludes:
Birds

American Bittern
Barn Swallows
Black Ducks

Biue Birds
Bobolinks

Canada Geese
Coopers Hawk
Crows

Grass Hopper Sparrows
Hummingbirds
Kestral Hawk

Least Bittern

Owls

Pigeons

Robins

Ruffed Grouse
Starhings

Turkeys

Upland Sand Pipers
‘Woodcock

Mammals

Chipmunks
Cottontail Rabbits
Coyotes
Deer

Field Mice
Fishercats
Fox

Hare
Moles
Muskrats
Opossums
Raccoons
Skunks
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Squurrels
Rarts

Water Rats
Woodchucks

Potential Wildlife Commdors are:

« A crossing from the woodland south of the Woodsdale School across Hancock Street to the
Ames Nowell State Park

« North and south from the woodlands and wetlands north of Groveland Sweet, across
Rockland St. and north past new development along Adler Drive and across Lincoln Street
by the town water tanks to the Woodsdale School backland. This sequence was the path of a
previously proposed linear Town Forest before it was precluded by intervening development
such as Coionial Road and Adler Drive.

e North and south along the Shumatuscacant River from South of Qak Street through Island
Grove Pond to the Hobart Meadow in Whitman

¢ A corridor from Cleveiand Pond in Ames Nowell State park along Beaver Brook o the wet
meadow south of Route 123 in Brockton

Note: These all involve road crossings except for where streams cross under roads via culverts or
bridges.
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_F. Scenic Resources and Unique Envirenments

"1. Scenic Landscapes. The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management (DEM)
carlier compiled an Inventory of Scenic Resources in the state. Neither the original 1982 DEM
report nor later updates hist anything in Abington or other non-coastal portions of Southeastern
Massachusetts. Instead these surveys concentrated on large scale, multi-community vistas,
generally with considerable relief and good visibility from highways, and did Dot include
moderate-scale or minimal relief vistas in individual communities. While the inventory included
many agriculwral vistas, it overlooked the scenic beauty of Southeastern Massachusetts'
characteristic ponds and cranberry bogs. A future Southeastern Massachusetts Landscape
Jnventory could be expected to be more comprehensive, reflecting local observations and values
and thereby identifying subtler, more varied resources.

The more recent 2000-2001 Southeastern Massachusetts Heritage Landscape Inventory sought 10
jdentify and document subtler cuttural landscapes such as cranberry bogs, village centers, or mill
sites which “are vital to the history. character. and quality of life of communities.” It was
expected 1o be more comprehensive. reflecting local observations and values, and thereby
jdentifying subtler, more varied resources. Unfortunately, Abington is not known 10 have been
included in the initial survey of 15 communities used to develop the program. However the staff
of the Deparment of Conservation and Recreation (Successor to the DEM) is available to help
communities do local inventories.

This study has earlier noted that “With 1ts moderate relief and limited open landscape Abington's
scenic views are generally water related”. See Map TV-4, “Abington Unique Features and Scenic
Resources”. These views include:
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(a) The view into Ames Nowel] State Park from Linwood Street

(b) The long view across Cleveland Pond from its eastern shore

(¢) The stunning view across Cushing Pond from Chestut Street

(d) The scenic view of surrounding lands from the highest point in the Strawberry Valley
Golf Course

() The views across Island Grove Pond from Central Street and Centre Avenue

(f} The view north from the top of Bancock Street hill across Chestnut Sreet

(g) Much of Mount Vemon Cemetery

(b) The prominent wooden New England Art plant.

2. Cultural, Archeological and Historic Areas. The town's major sites of cultural, archeological
or historic interest include:

(a) The North Abington Railroad Depot - the only local building on the Federal List of
Historic Places, now a restaurant

(b) Istand Grove Park - a protected Historic Landscape and site of early Abolitionist
meeungs.

(¢) Mount Vernon Cemetery - a protected Historic Landscape used as a burial ground for
early residents.

(d) The great concentrations of historic properties in the western part of town {(such as the
handsome colonial house at the southern end of Linwood Street). These reflect the
town's agricultural past, but few intact farmsteads remain.

(¢) Victorian homes along Washington Street near Abington Center. along Adams Street
from Washington Street to the North Schoo! and along Adams Street from Wales
Street to Pine Street. These reﬂect_thh Century Prosperity.

(f) The archetypical small New England mil! just north of Amold Park.

In all. the Abington Historic Commission's 1984 town-wide inventory of historic and
archeological resources lists over 200 such historic places in the towmn,

3. Unusual Geologic Features of the Town

With gently rolling terrain few major rock outcroppings and small headwaters streams, the town
is attractive, but has few unusual features. A landscape inventory would be unlikely to find any
remarkable geologic feawres since the low-lving, relatively level glacial landscape has few
prominent features like eskers, except perhaps for an occasional erratic (major boulders
deposited on the surface and separate from underlying bed rock) and none were noted during
this study or its predecessors.

G. Environmental Challenges
1. Hazardous Waste and Brownfields Sites. The town's most potentially significant documented

environmental problems are those requiring clean-up of hazardous materials. As shown in Tabie
IV.3 below. most of these have been successfully resolved with nc significant remaining
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hazards, or are under way, and there is only one in which “the responsible party has not
responded.”

7 Landfills. The Town of Abington has one previous landfill site. The unlined former 13-acre
Abington Landfil! is on Groveland Street. It served the town's solid waste disposal needs from
1940 to 1975. The landfill was closed and capped in 1984 when the town entered into a solid
waste disposal contract and no longer disposed of refuse in town. However. the capping was
unsatisfactory and the town is under an Administrative Consent Order from the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) to re-cap it with the work done by 2009. The work was delayed
by limited funds, but the town contracted with SEA Engineering who have monitoring wells at
the site and prepared plans for the capping the jandfill in accordance with DEP requirements,
FY 2015. Subsequently the Board of Selectmen voted in early 2014 to seek a No Action ruling
from the DEP. This would indicate that over time the landfill has ceased to be significantly
hazardous and no further capping is required. The town anticipates such a response, as there has
been no sign of disapproval.
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Table IV-3
Abington Environmental Cleanup Sites

Type of Site/Status of Cleanup by Mass. DEP Categories

Tvpe Number
Adequately Regulated, Phase I Remaining Risks being determined 1
DEPNFA,  Old sites requiring No Further Action 6
LSPNEA, Phase II, Risks determined by Licensed Site Professional. 1

(LSP) no further action required
DPS Down-gradient Property Status, affected by flows from upslope 1
Tier 1 Cl Phase TV, Serious requiring a DEP Permit. but under way under 1

LSP supervision
Tier 1D Responsible party has not responded

1

Tier 2 Moderately Hazardous. LSP may respond w/o DEP Permit 1

Tier 2 Phase I1. Risks are being determined i

Tier 2 Phase IV. Cleanup I completed 1

Tier 2 Phase V, Longer term treatment. maintenance. and momnitoring ]

RAO Remedial Action Outcome, a statement of no remaning 2
significant risk or at least removal of all substantial hazards

RAO A-1 Permanent solution achieved: reduction to background levels 18
or no threatened release.

RAO A-2 Permanently solved though contamination is not reduced to 3z
background

RAOQ A-3 Permanently solved though contamination is not reduced 1o 14
Background levels, with activity/use limitation

RAO B-1 No action, as no significant risk exists 4

RAOC A temporary cleanup with no significant risks. re-evaluated 1
every five years

RAO Phase I, Risk s are determined 3

REMOPS Phase V (Remedy Operation Status) an active operation 1
in use and being monitored

RTN Closed. being followed under another number 0

Unclassified 1

Source: Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of
Waste Site Cleanup.

3 Erosion There are currently no major probiems associated with soil erosion in Abington due
1o the relatively flat to roliing topography and slow flowng sireams and water courses.

4. Chronic Flooding. There are ne chronic areas of flooding mn Abington. but there are a few
areas that are prone to flood during & 100-year storm event. These flood-prone areas are
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primarily located adjacent to or along Route 18, the major north/south state highway in town.
The flooding is mamly due 10 inadeguately-sized storm water culverts in Route 18 near the
Shumatuscacant River crossing ai Washington Street. These prevert the flow of storm waier
under the roadway and rtesult in water back-up and flooding. With the widening and
improvement of Route 18 as part of the redeveloprnent of the former South Weymouth Naval Arr
Station, most of these problems will be rectified. Conversely. further efforts might find jow-lving
areas above troublesome culverts which copld be modified to be temporary detention areas
jimiting downstream flooding. The culverts would be altered to allow normal flows. but 10 retain
flood flows until the point of overtopping.

5 Sedimentation. Sedimentation has not proven to be a significant problem given the tight soils
and limited relief and is closely monitored and controlled during construction projects. The
Town Highway Superintendent indicates that the Public Works Department periodically clears
sediment from inlets and outlets to storm water drains to permit good water flow.

6. Forestry Issues. As noted carlier, the TOWR 'S predominanﬂy hardwood forests have been
diminishing in area due to development, though some old farm fieids are being naturally
reforested.

The town has no known major threats 1o s trees apart from development. However potential
regional challenges reported by West Bridgewater Tree Warden and Forestry and Parks Supet-

s ntendent Chris lannitelli which might face Abingion’s trees include destructive insects like: -

« The Ash Borer which can kill ash trees by penetrating the bark to feed.

e The Asian Long Homed Beetle, which kills thousands of trees particularly maples. birch.
elm, willow and possibly ash and poplars by boring though tissue carrying water from below

and nutrients from the canopy. These are the most destructive

+  Wooly Adelgids which particularly attack hemiocks as aphids do by sucking juice from them
vear round, not just in the spring

« Winter moths who weaken various hardwoods by chewing their leaves

« Other moths such as Gypsy moths whose larvae eat leaves and weaken trees over ume.

Torest fires are minimal since there are few areas with fire-prone scrub oak and pine, but fires
have occurred in the State Park.

As elsewhere. breaking up contiguous blocks of forest fimits wildlife movement and habitat
integrity. This can be seen in the breaks in possible wildlife corridors described egarlier. It is

offset somewhat by the remaining contiguous blocks of forest in the State Park.

7. Development Impacts. A primary concern of Abington's residents is the gradual changes that
are taking place in the community due to development, and how these changes have and will
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over time affect the character of the community. Most of the recent development has been
residential although there have been some significant commercial developments including the
Wal-Mart and Target Department stores. Stop and Shop, and the expanded. relocated Cape Cod
Lumber Co. that have consumed developable land. A buiid-out analysis compieted by EOEA in
1998 calculated a potential population of 19.275 at full build out under the present development
regulations. Another analysis done as part of the 1999 Master Plan updaie assumec the
possibility of more dense development and calculated 2 build-out population of 24.900. The
latter projection appears to be the more reasonable in view of recent development in the town.

8. Ground/Surface Water Pollution.  As of this writing. there are n¢ identifiable or documented
ground and or surface water polhution problems in the Town of Abington.

9 Environmental Justice. The equitable or inequitable distribution of community resources or
problem facilities can be judged by comparing the distribution of these resources/facilities with
the distribution of minority and low-income populations. As shown on Tabie IIi-1. there are no
major concentrations of low-income or minority populations and 1o concentrations of combined
low-income and minority populations revealed by this tract level data. The tract (5202.02) with
the largest per cent minority population. 12.7% also has the highest median household income,
$05.862. At the same time the tract (5202.01) with the lowest median household income.
$59,211, has only a midrange minority population of 6.3%. As important, amenities are well
distributed except for the one large region-serving State Park in the northwest corner of the town.

While the major amenity, the State Park, is at the edge of town near relatively affluent large lot
newer neighborhoods along Hancock Street. it is clearly accessible to all residents town-wide by
car, foot and bicycle. It also adjoins moderate income, predominantly minority. Brockton
neighborhoods though there are mo jdentifying signs or clear access points which could
encourage neighborhood usage. : '

At the same time, the older, higher density. more moderaie-income neighborhoods in the eastemn
part of the town along Adams Street and Washington Street have good access 1o the town'’s
jewel, 1stand Grove Park. and to the educational and recreational opportunities around Ralph G.
Hamiin Lane.

Being central, these long-established neighborhoods also include inactive railroad tracks, the
MBTA commuter rail line. and scattered long-established industries such as the landmark
greeting card plant shown on page IV-16, and careful planning is required to keep the mixed uses
compatible. For example the long inactive Hanover Branch railroad tracks in North Abington are
being converted to a regional bike/pedestrian trail

Other amenities at the Town Hall/Library/Reilly Field Recreation Area complex are central to
the whole town. though they are remote from the waditional centers, and have no direct
commection to the nearby Hancock Street “Country” neighborhoods.

Conclusion: Though some neighborhoods are more or iess affiuent than others. Abington has

no significant concentrations of minority or low- income populations leading to spaualiy defined
Environmental Justice issues. That is, there are no concenmations of such populations near
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noxious or hazardous uses, or uniquely distant from open space and recreation amenities. At the
same time the proposed open space and recreation acquisitions and improvements are also well
distributed so as to have some open space serving every neighborhood as shown or the Action

Plan Map.
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SECTION V: INVENTORY OF LANDS OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION
INTEREST

Introduction

Open space resources, including conservation land and recreation areas are mmporiant to the
Town of Abington for providing active and “passive” recreational opportunities and offering
visual relief from the built environment. Accordingly, the Town recognizes the importance of
preserving and protecting threatened or vulnerable open spaces from development. Failure 10
protect these threatened properties may degrade the quality of life of the town.

The amount and distribution of open space in a community does much to shape its character.
Lack of protection may allow incompatible land uses: result in unwanted changes in the
appearance of the own; reduce the quality of life of residents; and degrade the town's natural
resources in a relatively short time. By protecting open space and planning for compatible
development the Town can assure residents and prospective newcomers that the features,
policies, and practices that attracted them to Abington will continue to shape its future.

The town has significant open space and recreation resources inciuding an array of publicly and
privately owned land that is used for both “active” and “passive” recreation. In addiuon,
considerable open space is owned by the Abington-Rockland Joint Water Works for regional
water supply protection. As of this writing. the Town has approximately 1707.25 acres of fully
or partially protected open space. Of these, 1.461.25 are publicly-owned and 183.91 are
privately-owned (with the recent sale of the golf driving range). Of the public holdings. 607.36
" acres are at Ames Nowell State Park and another 178.75 acres of predominantly public land are
within the Abington part of the former South Weymouth Naval Alr Station (SWNAS) property.

Most of the land within Abington’s portion of the base is publically owned by the US Navy. the
National Park Service, and the new Southfield Redevelopment Authority, with some beld by the
overall private developer, Starwood Corp. Thus the public holdings on Abington’s portion of the
former base are slightly under 178.75 acres. This land is likely to remain as open space in the
successor Master Plan given its low, wet natre. The town might want to acquire it to have the
surest control of its future use, but that probably is not necessary.

Overall. this inventory serves to identify existing open space and recreation resources and offers
a baseline against which to evaluate existing and future needs.
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Background

Abington’s Open Space and Recreation resources consist of private. public and semipublic
holdings and facilities, and of natural and scenic assets which give the town its unique character.
Some resources can be protected by partial or full acquisition or Conservation Restrictions
(CRs). Others, such as a scenic landscape or an historic development pattern. may be difficult to
protect in the face ongoing development without changed perspectives on approaches to land
use.

This section presents an inventory of all protected, under-protected, or unprotected parcels in
Abington of conservation and recreation interest. The unprotected properties of special interest
in private and nopprofit ownership are listed in Table V-1.

Protected open space and recreation lands in public or non-profit ownership are listed on Table
V-2A and unprotected or minimally protected public or nonprofit lands are listed on Table V-2B.

The narrative following the tables provides site specific information regarding parcel(s) location
and access; acreage; zoning; restrictions; uses; ownership and management; degree of legal
protection for preservation as open space; some qualitative observations and, recommendations
for action. In addition, Map V-1 “Abington Protected and Unprotected Recreation and Open
Space Lands™ presents the inventory visually. ‘

The inventory is categorized according to the Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services’
definitions for protected and unprotected lands. Protected lands are public or semipublic parcels
that are permanently committed for conservation and recreation purposes, and may include
permanent deed restrictions. These do not apply to all public land. The unprotected lands are a
mixture of Town-owned land not committed to conservation purposes and similar unprotected
state-owned and private land of recreational or open/green space value.

There are several degrees of Resource Protection. Ownership by a public agency for open space.
recreation, and matural resource protection is the most protective if the purpose of the agency
ownership is stated and if the sites are dedicated to such use in the deed or by a Conservation
Restriction (CR).

The deed stipulation can be important because recent history has shown that a town meeting vote
10 acquire land “for open space purposes or other purposes” does not always prevent a change i
use or later sale. In addition, such a deed triggers further protection under Article 97 of the
Massachusetts Constitution which requires local votes plus a two thirds vote of each house of the
Genera) Court to change the use of pubiic land acquired for such purposes. Article 97 should
apply to any land held for open space recreation and resource protection by an agency with such
purposes. but dedication in the deed strengthens this protection.
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DProtection under Article 97 applies to lands held for open space purposes by state agencies such
as the new Department of Conservation and Recreation (including the former Department of
Environmental Management and the Metropolitan District Commission) and the Division of
Fisheries and Wildlife: and by local bodies such as Conservation Commissions, possibly Water
Departments, and Recreation Commissions.

While Articie 97 refers only to the power of the General Court to provide for acquiring land for
such open space and recreational purposes, the Attorney General interprets it as also applving to
acquisitions by individual communities since they are creatures of the state.

In contrast, land held by the Selectmen for general municipal purposes or by the School
Department for educational purposes (including playgrounds) is not protected unless under a
conservation restriction or ofherwise Jimited to such a use. That is because backtand or
playground land on a school site may be converted o other uses unless specifically committed to
open space or recreation uses, e.g. by a Conservation Restriction.

In addition, land acquired with aid from the State Division of Conservation Services is also
protected by a requirement that such land converted to other uses (most commonly schools) has
to be replaced with land of similar size and value. This is often difficult in land-short
communities.

Land taxed according under current use taxation programs, Chapter 61 Forest, 61A Agriculture,
and 61B Recreation. rather than at a higher speculative development value. is not protected per
se, but it is under reduced development pressure and therefore may Temain as open land much
longer than otherwise likely. This relief lessens the tax pressure to sell, but does not prevent &
very profitable sale for a more intensive higher-value use. Thus, land held privately for open
space or recreation use such as a private golf course or sportsman’s club 1s not protected unless
covered with 2 Conservation Restriction. In any case, an owner may always take the land out the
respective chapter by paying a portion of the taxes saved. so long as the land is not aiso offered
for sale and /or use conversion. Beyond this, land can come out of “Chapter” protection if the
owner fails to annually file to continue that status.

If the 1and is offered for sale for a different use. the Conservation Commission, Planning Board
and Board of Selectmen must be notified. Then the town (or an agency acting for it e.g., a non-
profit land wust or the Department of Conservation and Recreation} has. at best. 120 days i
which 1o meet the private purchase offer.

Chapters 61, 61A, and 61 B

Abington has no land taxed under Ch.61 (Forest). Land held for open space or recreation use by
private entities under Ch. 61B, (Recreation) e.g. private golf courses or 2 sportsman’s ciub. are
not protected uniess covered by a Conservation Restriction. Presently. the Town of Abington
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Assessor’s Office has one property classified under Chapter 61A. and one property classified
under Chapter 61B. The 61A property originally contained 13.89 acres and was known locally
as the “Beal Farm” but now is listed at 5.7 acres due to sales of frontage for development and
identified on Table V-1 and Map V-1 as P-3 while still known as the Beale farm or the former
Sun Rae Lea Dairy. The sole 61B property is 39.16 acres on three parcels of former Henrikson
Dairy property identified as P-5.

(One former 61B property, the Golf Driving range has been sold to Cape Cod Lumber. rezoned
1o allow businesses, and been converted to a retail lumber operation.)

A. Inventory of Unprotected Private and Nonprofit Parcels of Conservation and
Recreation Interest Including Land under Chapters 61A and 61B

Background on lands of special interest.
Pohorecky Farm

The listing includes the 16 acres of holdings of the Holbrook Sportsmen Club; and the remaining
105.54 acres known as the Pohorecky Farm. As descried above. the farm is a vaiuable open
space resource that was voted to be acquired by a Special Town Meeting n November, 1999. At
the time the Town authorized borrowing of 1.4 million dollars and voted to exercise its right of
first refusal to acquire the property in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. ¢ 61B. s9. The
potential acquisition was tied up in legal wrangling between private parties after that time and
the town subsequently rescinded the vote.

The present area reflects the sale of several Form A lots along Chestnut Street and of the 49.12-
acre western half of Cushing Pond and swrounding land. In addition a 38.88-acre portion
between Chestnut Street and the town line is proposed for subdivision. Thus most of the
available land is that south of Chestut Street and partially surrounded by Ames Nowell State
Park.

The acquisition of this valuable resource would still enhance, protect and expand the state land
holdings in the Ames Nowell State Park and the limited Town holdings near the northern edge of
Cushing Pond. Fortunately. the Department of Conservation and Recreation is still interested in
the farm and has discussed related overdue property tax issues with the town and acquisition
possibilities with the Pohorecky Estate trustees.

Southfield, the New Communpity on the Former South Wevmouth Naval Air Station

The land in Abington’s portion of Southfield was to be permanent open space as an integral part
of the Village Center Plan approved for reuse of the base by the South Shore Tri-Town
Development Corporation and the Towns of Abington. Weymouth and Rockland. However.
since then that corporation has been dissolved by the Legislature. the former master plan and
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reuse plan have been rescinded, and the successor Southfield Redevelopment Authority is
developing a new plan for the entire base.

Carista {“Vineyard Road”) Property

In 2006. the Town of Abington acquired the 60.5-acre Carista (“Vinevard Road”} property that
was formerly in the list of private and non-profit land holdings. This was with the cooperation of
its interim owners, the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Foundation, as described elsewhere. The
jand comes very close 1o the Conservation Commission s Blueberry Hill Property but does not
appear 1o touch it on the Assessors’ Maps. The holding forms a wooded backdrop for the
surrounding houses, when viewed down driveways or surrounding streets (Harrison Court,
Hjelm Street, and Beaver Lane). but there are no signs identifving it as public land.

The unprotected Private and Non-profit Parcels of great interest are also described in the
narratives following Table V-1 and shown on Map V-1; Protected and Unprotected Open Space
and Recreation Lands. The table’s column titled COND or condition pertains to the use of the
}and for recreation or open space use and is expressed as being good (G); fair (F) or poor (P).
The column titled Access refers to the site’s accessibility as good (G). fair (F) or inaccessible (I)
in terms of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. and is more fully described
in Appendix A of this report. The land taxed under special current use taxation programs, 1€,
Chapter 61A. Agriculture or 61B. Recreation. is shown in the Restricted column.
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Table V-1 presents an inventory of significant private and nonprofit jand holdings m the Town of
Abington, with descriptions following.

Table V-1

Inventory of Abington Unprotected Private and Non-Profit Land Holdings of Special

Interest
PRIVATE 1 ] I I
L MAP REF | MAP | LOT(S) | ACRES DESCRIPTION/USE COND. l ACCESS | ZONING | RESTRICT
# ED
[ UP-1 4112 4.77 | Hoibrook Sportsmens G G R-20 | NO
| H Club
UP-} 48 | 3.5.6 11.44 | Holorook Sportsmerns G G R-20 NO
Club
Up-2 49 112 8,57 | Pohorecky Farm G G R-40 NO
(112.65acres)
up-2 50 | 5.43.59 £3.8% | Pohorecky Farm €] G |  R-40 NO
UP-2 37 122 5.5 | Pohorecky Farm G G ‘ MUPDD | NO
Up-2 48 | 1.9 147 | Pohorecky Farm G G MUPDD NO
Up-2 g1 5.73 | Beal Fam G G R-3¢ Under Ch.
Linwood St. 61A
UP-5 50| 11.27.32 31.86 | Henrikson. G G R-30 Under
Hancock St 1 Ch.6lB
— -
| | 1 | \ i | |
k L Towl 16890 | Private and Non-Profit l k ‘ 1
Actes Land

Descriptions of major holdings follow
UP-1 Holbrook Sportsman’s Club Heldings

Area: 16.16 acres in Abington, 136 acres overall.
Location and Access: At the northwest corner of Abington at the Holbrook and Brockton line.
Parcels: Map 41/ Lot 2: Map 48/ lots 5. 6

Zoning: R-20 except for 2-3 acres of MUPD zoning to the east.
Restrictions: About 40% of this land is in the Flood Plain and Watershed Protection District

Uses: Wooded swamp and some wooded upland used as a buffer by the Holbrook Sportsman
Club.
Ownership: Private Non-Profit

Degree of Protection: Fair. in that the Club’s purpose is creatior: of a permanent protective buffer
for its acrivities.
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Recommendations: Work with the Club 1o relate its holdings to any acquired Pohorecky land and
to ensure appropriate warning signs for safety. Encourage the Club to put 1ts iand under Chapter
61B, and to restrict its use to Open Space/TeCcreation in perpetity. and/or to put it under a
Conservation Restriction if the conditions are compatible with the Club’s activities.

UP-2 Pohorecky Farm
Area: 105.54 acres as of 10/28/14

Iocation and Access: On either side of Chestut St. with fromage at Chesmut and Hancock
Sireets. and on Chestnut Street, west of Cushing Pond. Until recently it included the
westernmost portion of Cushing Pond, since sold. The southernmost portion extends about half a
mile into the State Park and the northern portion runs along the Holbrook line with more land in
that town.

Parcels: Map 48/ Lot 9; Map 50/ Lots 5, 42, 51a; and Map 57/ Lot 22.

Zoning: Multiple Use Planned Development District (MUPD) north of Chestnut Street and R-40
Low-Density Residential south of Chestut Street.

Soils /Vegetation: Mix of meadows, woods and a portion of Cleveland Pond.

Restrictions: About sixty percent of the land is in the Flood Plain and Watershed Protection
District.

Uses. Was agriculture, growing hay, produce, fruit and flowers: now inactive since death of
owner and sale of the house. Since the planned town acquisition was understood to be for
municipal purposes rather than for open space alone, portions could be separated for a schootl site
with the rest then dedicated to open space use.

Ownership: Private. The town voted $1.400,000 of local funds for acquisition and had a
Purchase and Sale agreement but legal issues delaved the purchase. The vote has since been
rescinded and there is no active town effort to acquire it. However DCR 18 understood to still be
interested in acquiring all of the remaining parcels thereby expanding the Park by 22%. After
the owner's death, the estate’s trustees sold some frontage house lots and paid taxes on those
Jots, but not on the rest and the main property is in Tax Title. Hence DCR has been in
negotiations with the trustees and the Town around the question of full acquisition and resolution
of the overdue taxes issue.

Degree of Protection: Limited. since the land is no longer under Ch. 61 and trusiees have been
selling the buildable fromtage lots. It would be better under some combination of town and state
purchase as open space with DCR and Conservation Commission management.

Recommendations: Encourage DCR purchase of remaining portions, especially south of
Chestmut Street within or next to Ames Nowell State Parl.. and possible acquisition of the
privately-owned westem portion of Cushing pond.

UP-3 Beal Farm (Former Sun Rae Lea Dairy)
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Area: Earlier reported as 13.89 acres, Assessors now lists 1t as only 3.7 Acres due to the sale of
Form A Lots.

Iocation and Access: On Linwood Street north of the intersection of Mill Street.

Parcels: Map 8/ Lot 1, 5.73 acres

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: None

Uses: Open pasture/Agriculture. possible community garden

Ownership: Private, Classified Agriculture under Ch. 61A

Degree of Protection: Poor. as owner s purpose could change with the site being taken out of
Ch. 61A and sold for development.

Recommendation: Reconsider the acquisition by the town and/or the state.

UP-4 Henrikson’s (former) Dairy

Area: 39.16 acres

Location and Access: Located on Hancock Street south of the intersection of Chestmut Street and
adjacent to the Woodsdale Elementary School.

Parcels: Map 50, Jots 11, 12, 27, 321

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30).

Restrictions; A majority of the property is located in the Floodplam and Wetlands Protection
Dastrict.

Uses: Wooded swamp and wooded upland. The sie has been considered for a possible junior
high schootl. _

Ownership: Private, Classified Recreation under Ch. 61B.

Degree of Protection: Poor. as owner’s purpose could change with the site being taken out of
Chapter 61B and sold for development.

Recommendations: Acquire to expand school grounds integrated with open space.
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Henrikson's Ch. 618 land fronting on Han

Grounds
B. Protected Public Holdings

Table V-2 is divided, into two parts (V-2A and V-2B) which together present a complete
Inventory of Publicly Owned Land in Abington. Tabie V-2A lists the parcels managed by the
Abington Park and Recreation Commission, the Abington Conservation Commission and the
state DCR for open space and recreation purposes. It can be seen from the tables, that these town
holdings amount to 353.63 acres and the state’s Ames Nowell State Park adds another 6(7.36
acres of protected land.

As it was noted previously. if town owned parcels are not specifically restricted to open space
and recreation use thev could be converted to another use.

Table V-2B lists the less protected parcels used for school grounds. water supply and water
supply protection, Sewer Commission facilities. town hall and library. etcetera, accounting for
1.286.33 acres of public land.

The publicly owned properties are grouped by ownership/management. Those properties owned
by the Town are commoniy assigned to specific town boards and commissions for oversight to
assure Open space Or resource protection, but many remain as general town hoidings under the
Selectmen.

Although town owned land not specifically identified as protected open space. recreation and/or
conservation land could be used for other municipal purposes such as a school. it would require a
town meeting vote with the support of residents. And. as noted above. such land acquired with
state assistance would have 1o be replaced with similar land. This could be quite difficult 1n 2
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built-up community. Public lands not needed or not important for open space or other murnicipal
purposes (such as some tax-title lands) can be declared surplus and made available for sale. But
in such cases a land disposition agreement and/or land transfer would also require town meeting
action.

With the stressful local fiscal situation due to the reduction in local aid there may be pressure on
the town to sell some land for house Jots for the revenue. or to dispose of land acguired for other
public purpose to pay for new open space or other investment.

To allow such mixed-use development when and where appropriate, it would be best to acquire
the land for general municipal purposes, then to separate the municipal land, and transfer the rest
to the Conservation or Recreation Commiissions or a tand trust, so that Article 97 applies only w
the land 1o be saved.

The Conservation Commission reports few if any wansfers of town-owned land to its jurisdiction
over the past several years, so these opportunities remain. The properties proposed for such
transfers, primarily to the Conservation or Park and Recreation Commissions, are shown on Map
V-1. Protected and Unprotected Open Space and Recreanon Lands. and Iisted along with any
special recommendations in Appendix One.

A description of each parcel on Table V-2A follows the table. The table shows whether the
parcels are resuicted or protected as well as the condition of the property for use for recreation
and/or open space. This is expressed as good (G); fair (F) or poor (P]. Access is indicated as
being good (G), fair (F) or inaccessible (I) in accordance with the facility’s handicapped
accessibilitﬁf under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards. These accessibility
findings are described in Appendix 2.

Table V-2B then lists properties which are partially protected or unprotected. Descriptions of
major parcels follow that table.

Note: Sites under Ch. 61A and 61B, current use 1axation, are discussed on pages V-7 and V-8.
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Table V-24

Summary Inventory of Protected Public and Non-Profit Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

|7 ID. Gwnership/ Menagement/ use Condition Public Aceess | Acesss for Recreartion zaning | Degresol | Type of | Restrighon
Map & lot Arer digabled Potentia) ‘ Proteciion ‘r Assistanee ‘
| (Sec ADA | | |
| | i | | | |
. | _Appendix) | i
Public land: : I ! | |
Park | ] | |
and Recreation | ‘ 1 |
Holdings | | | |
R-114/34 Park and Kecreauon | Cieners: Good Good Good, leve) Fulfilled with R-30 | HignasFasl ] Notie Flood pian and |
Green St Commussion playground ground on fecilines for ‘ and Recland | i wetiands
Piayeround- 3 9 acres soeel children and vouth | Arnt 97 !
PR SV Park and Rec Pieyround/Pla Coad Gooc {ood Level Fulfilied witi CBD | HignasParmk | Ione Unkown
Amold Park Wales Commission v field Ground on Faciliues jor and Kec Jand |
St 2.5 acves Streel children and vouth ‘ | Ao | !
Plrvaround l ! |
PR-2 Park and Rec Fark wath Good g1ven Good or. | F Fulfilled wath R-30 | Hgn s under | vone | Fiood piems and
Isiand Grave Park Lommuision toeny facilines | bndge repair AT STrest varied facilines for | park and Rec. | wetlands
2 el 222 acres ¢ f all apes commission | |
Seimming | | ATL9T | |
PR-4 Fark and Rez Piav field Good {00001 2 Good .lee) Meets 2l apes vol R-3( | HighesPark | An Nome | None |
Laidter Field Rec Commission pleygrount ma)or sTrest ground ioz pgnd. and | and rec. | ‘
Area 3.4 acres and rot-Jat multi-purpose | Land | 1
574 fiela | Arn. 97 |
FR-3 Park and Rec Muin-purpose Good Good F Felfilied; R-30 High. being None WNooe
Fluinouth Smeet Commzssion piay figids for mulo-purpose | under Park | 1
Rec. Area Zoaeres older kids fiekds | andRe¢ | i
- |
33145 compiement-ing Comomission
adiacent Isiand | AN 93 !
Grove Park |
PR-6 Scnoal Dept.iano Mulu-purpose 7004 Good. mext th pood Fulfitied for field R34 | High. owned None None
Relly Fieid Rec managed by Park field pius High Scnont spons and trach | bv schools but |
Area and Rec track and field and field | mansged b | 1
3814 C {aci | Park and kec | !
22 acres | | Comm ! |
| ! ] ] I ) T |
] 1 H | 1 |
| : ! ] |
| 1 1 1
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1. Ownership/ | Managemeni Lise Condinon Pubirc access | Access for Recreation Zoning ‘ Degres of Type of Restrictian
Map & ot IAlrea disabled Foientisl Pr i Asstitance
Conservation
Commisstion 1 l
Holdings |
[} } Conservauon Informal open Good Goodone | [ Much wetland out R-3¢ | Highes Cons one Much wetiand
Hagh 5t [ Commussion space. water meyor road upiand 15 suable | Comm. Land and flood pian
Conservanion Land 39.74 ncres supply for mformal An 97
5/17.18.1% prolecucn outdoor use and
’ CTDES COUmtrY winter sknng l
skitng
-2 Conservation Water supply Crood Good froms | Intormal open R-30 High as 7 None Fiood plan and
Wnpht's Meadow Commissien protection on Suremer Space NEre Conservanon wellands
16/79:7134 7.77 acres hiiking along 5 sy, neeas Land
the Shuma- miegrated Ar 97
twsEACART manapement with
[ Ruver and adjacent water
nature siud jand
-3 Thicket 51 Conservanon Wildlife habat, CGrood Far: by 8 | Lamised 10 natore R34 Higb a Fioed Plain and
Conservanon grea Commission formal cpen wown ROW Study; bul Conservarion Teone wetiands
£3724 5.25 acres spare from Thicket essentially extends lend
S -agiacent Bluebery A9
Hill Cons. iand
¢4 Biueperry Hill {‘onservation Vet wildlife Good Far i Latle: very wel R-3u High ss Fiood piain ang
land Commussion habial fiood s1orage. Conservauon None ‘Wetiands
6312 AT Asres potenitial trails for Land
nanie stugs An97
C+5 Hamulion Conservarion Wildlife Gooe F msatis bang- 1 Nawyre mayl R-36 Hiph & None Flood pism and
Conservenon iand Commission stetuny Jocked picnicking. wvista i Consérvation weriands
6O/50 4.22 acres for adiacem developmen:  § iand prowechion dismes
housing Potennal Ast, 97
streatnside wall
with adiacent
acquisiions !
C-6 Tsm's Fond Conservanon Mimmal Good G frons on 1 Porentialh R-30 High as None In Fiood piam
sann Commiss:on skannp Lincoln Street comized with an conservaricn and wetiznas
8.1 acres nawre adiacent ot & fann and 8 Protecuion
obsgrvanon could allow iand under the Dastric
walkmg from Wetiands
school and & R protecuon act
OW off Shaw (AS with most
Avenue of e above.)
Ar. 97
]
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1D. Ownership Management ‘r se l Conditen Fublic access | Access for Recreanon Zoning | Degreeof Type of i Kestriction
Map and lot IAres disabled Porential Protect:on Assisuance |
| c.7 | Conservauon Wildliie Good Good on & i Namre sudv ac & R-30 Hien as None in Flood Piain
| Walnut St Coms | Commussion | habrat. nature | TRAIAT $TTeE sweamsde wail CONSENVanor l and Wetlends
Land | 27 acres | study ‘ CODnecung 4 [own iand amd unasr Frotecuon
i 1037 \ site on W nstmet
Washmgron St A9
‘ I ‘ ‘ with land on the
| | { | Whiunan ime
| C-& Valatks | C.onservenon I Watersids ‘ Good ‘ ¥ ] An atracnive spot HC High as Tivone Fiood Pian and
| Conservanom Land [ Commussien ooep space | needing a Conservaron wetlands
| 1721 | % meres | footbridge over a Lana mael Frotection
\ ‘ | ‘ direct access WA Dismat
| | ! | At 8~
C-9 beaver Brook | Conservanor | Scanered very Good | 1 Linkaye 10 Beaver R-30 Hign as None Fiood Flam and
‘ 11.12.26.32 Comsmission 6.43 wei | pawra) ‘ | Book Kessrvanon Comnservanon wetlanas
| 3/8/81.85 acres \ sweamside | | | on Brockion side Jand wnder protection
| | pwcslsol - ‘ of Brook with WFA ArL 97 Dume:
L | habuat value | | | CIOSSings
[ c-1u Conservation ‘ Streamside | Good | 1 ! i As above pius R-3U Hiph as WNome Tt Fiooa pimn £60
| Bickne)} Brook Commssion 1.3 open space pawral I Limuted hikang Conservanon Wetlands
‘ 10 acres | pariv wooded ‘ | : i2nd unaer Protecuon
| | SwEmIp | | ‘ WA Dhsmict
| | | prt 9 i
[TC1 Bedterd &t | {enservanor Natural | G000 | F 1 | Steam 2coest HCew High as Cons None Limsted use
| Rivesidelend | Commussion | Habit ‘ | Off Bedford | I | {znd wath deed | unoer park
‘ 560 | 1 acrz | sirearn access | s | | resmcnon ad | | regulanons
I ! | | | I | unaer WPi | |
| C-12 Cieveiand i Conservanon | Seciusion | (oo i F. Need boat | 1 Campmy | 40 I High bemn: Nome. possibiy : Park and
| Pond Island | Commussion though | Habirai | or permusson | \ swimmng | Copservanon pant of park conseTvAUGD
4112 | 0 Srate Parh | | 10 BWIm | boanny | land m Stae 2equisition ‘ Commission
| 25 acres | [ | | ‘ | Farh ‘ | repulauons
| } \ 1 ; | | Anon |
| C-12 Ashland & | Conservauon \ Narural | Good G.One | J ‘ Maturai Open | R-30 Hurh bein: Nong
| Cons. Land Comnission ‘wonded open | margr Streel | Space Cons, Land wetlanos
" 510 .93 acres ‘ SPECE i An 9% Frowecnon

Dismes

l Fiood plain and
t
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i D, Ownership/ Managemeni Ut Condition Public access | Access for Recreabon Zoning Degree of Type of Resmiction |
Map and lof Ares dissbled Fotentis} Proection Assistance |
Srate Holdings i |
£-1 Ames Nowell Dept. of Mise Good G F Propased R-4L High. bemnp NoDE 10 town Park rules, parly |
Leage Part Conservaton and recreanon Roed access Facihues SWImIINg DCR lencd in Flocd Plam |
28/1,2.34.78 Recreauon hikwg, newre 10 entrance are camping naer Aricle end Watersned
341121718 607.30 acres SR uneveoh 97 Protecnon
35/1.3.34.5.67. 72k XC skng accessible Dismc
JO0 113130404
36757.59.60
43/11.12.13.04.052
424134356
4312
49/0.19a.47 |
! ! ; |
Table VI-B
V-15 October, 2015
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inventorv of Partialty Protected Land

i ID.Ownership/ Map Management | Use } Condipon | Dissbie | Recreatnon Zaning Degrecol | Type of | Resricuon |
l and ot | IArea ‘ | d | Fotential l Proteet-ion 1 Assistance ‘
! | | | Aceess | | | |
[ School Dept. Holdings | i | 1 |
| AS-1 School Dept l Cemier Scnool | Good ‘ F I Alreadivnas | R-30eng | High Good [ None None |
l 16733 ‘ 13 neres playpround 1 | pond. baskerwall | CBD | as Scheo! | i
| | ‘ ‘ and youth land b | | i
| | \ | | paseball | ~ couid be | |
‘ ! | converted | |
| AS-2 Senoal Dept High School | Good o [ Symiiar mn | R-3vand Highas | None | Acgoramy |
‘ 3801107 1 Ficlds:4 Soceer, 1 ‘ ‘ | | Rt | sciontiane ‘ | gt |
| | fid | ‘ | ‘ (Hipnway | but sublectio | | schoot |
| 1 | hockeviacrosse. Commer- revision | middle |
| Tenms e ‘ i ‘ | cigh ‘ from school | | scnool
L | | 3 sofipall | protect | | proiec
i AS-2 | Scnoo!l Depi. and ‘ Three softbal! fields | Good . F | Proposed transfer | R-30 High unless None i None |
| beaver Brook Elem | Park and Rec and playground | I | of rec. areas 10 | Schools wam ‘ ‘
| Schoo! | Commssor | i ‘ | Fark and Rec | | 1and for ‘ |
| 399556586008 | 127cecres | | Comm \ | anather | | ‘
65.66 | ‘ \ | 1 ‘| | pupost | i |
i ! I I | I 1
AS-4 i+ Senoal Dep. Diverse spons 4 | Gooo ‘ F | Already fulfiliea | R-30 | Hignuniess | Nome Fiood |
Frofio THS and ‘ Bark and Rec balt field . 2 uhn- | | | Scnoois went ‘ Fiam and ‘
Memonal Field Corr, ourpose fielas * | | Yand for | Wenands
39r68.69:46/47 and Amencan | {gqms courts. one | | | | anothet | | Protecunen |
| 473 | LemonTrustees |  basketball coun | | | | | purpose | | Dusmo |
| | 121 acres and a creanve | I | ‘ |
| © olayeround | | |
| AS-: ScnoolDept | Masc, spons mulu- | oo | F | Could use a more I 30 High.as | Nont 25% of site |
| Wondsdale Scnool and | 17.81 acres ‘ purpose field. bait | | | vaned 1avout and | | schools | 15 m Flooc-
| Pynds | field. basketbali | | | cTeanve suppon | | mameand |
‘ 50/12:57/31.3244 | courts playground | | playground } TECTEENION | warersaed ‘
| | with menv swings ‘ | | ' ‘ | Prorecuon |
\ | | | ! | | | Dismct !
AS-t School Dert | Two Basketbelt | Goou F | Add adult | R30 Highas | None None |
Nerth Schooi and Rec. Comm . couns and | ‘ facihines | | meeded Jocal ‘
53767 | 2 acres | plaveroundmatio; | | tables. exercise | | rec.sme | } i
| | | i crroutt | ! | :
i AR | Schoo) Dept I Woodianc ‘ Good | ] | Mulu-purpese R-30 and | Moaerate ‘ None Fiopd Piaim |
Poientai future school | 16.83 scres Poremial schoo) or | | fields if un- HC aepends on | and |
| sie | ‘ Tec site | | needed i | scnoois’ Waershed |
; 211331 | | | ‘ | schools ‘ needs Erotecuon |
| | | asmer |
] I ‘ . 1
! ! |
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D, Ownership/ Map Management Lise | Condition Disable Recreation | ZLoming Depree of Type of Kesirieton |
and lot 1Area d Access Porential ! Frotection i
Town Warer and l
Sewer Lands |
SW.] Sewer Cornm Sewer ine Good 1 NA R-30 High Bs jong | Tone bvuse |
Wainut §1. Sewer .0l acres s needed by |
10/6C 5C |
Sw.z Water Dep:. Meyers Ave Well Goea 1 Fossible open R-30 High as iong None by use |
Mevers Ave Comples 5.33 acres protecnon space with as needed by |
16789 cnough w.D :
protechive
repulanon |
SW3 Sewer Comm Sewer hine Good 1 n.a R-30 High None bBvuse |
Hancaock St. Sewer .02 aeres |
51125
Sw Sewer Comm Sewer ime Good ! n.a R-3U Hign None Bvlse |
Summer St. sewer 7% acres
175
SW.3 Sewer Comm Sewsr hpe Goed ! 0.4 R-3C High Nome | bvuse
Sewsr 03 acres |
S0z
Swy Wazer Dem Water seppiy Good i Possitie open R-30 Hagn None By use
1A 523 acres prolecnon space with
Mevers Ave enough ‘
Well PrOlECTIVE |
yepulecion |
Sw.” Waier Depl Vwater Supph Good | 1 | Pessibleapen | R-30 Hien | Nonen By use |
Summer St 57 scres protecnon | | specewitn | | |
water lands ' | | enough | | |
17432 | - protective | | | |
| reeulanon ! | I ! |
SW.t Water Depl. Water supply Good 1 Fossibie open | R-30 High None |  Byvuse |
Mevers Ave. Wells 13.69 acres ‘ space with \ f ‘
17436 | enough ‘ ‘
| proteoive | I i
| | reoutanen | I |
SW-9 Wainur 51 Water Dent. Waser Supph Good 1 Passible apen R-30 | High J Nen: Bvuse |
Water iends 17.67 acres Frorecuon ‘ stgce with !
Combmed with 1743 enough ‘
| | profective |
| | reeulauon | |
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| ID. Ownership/ Map Managemen! | Use Condinan | Access | Kecreation Zonmy Degree of Type of Restriction t
‘ and Lo | IATea | for ‘ Potential | Protecuon 1 Assistance ‘
| disabled | | |
| Sw-1l ‘ Water Dept Water faciiiy ‘ Cood | 1 T F-3 Haigh hone By use i
2172 IS TTES ‘ ‘ | | 1 \ .
| Bank Stwateriant | | ! |
‘ SW-1 Water Depl | Water storage | {006 | 1 | informal open -3 Hagn Nane ! Byust
ancoln §1 Water Tank | 5.68 acres | i | | speczer |
| | | | communny | l
! | ‘ | | vardens
| SW-12Wainut 51 i Weater Dept | Weater supply | Good | 1 Limited | R-30 High None By Lse
Mevers Ave complex 1.42 acres | proeciion | ‘ !
HULE | | ! |
| Sw-12 Warer Dept Water Suppry ‘ Good | } i Possible | R-3u High None Bv use
Mevers Ave protecnion ‘ 16.9% acres | protgction | | ! open space i
| 10°7: | | | use with engugd |
| ! | prowcuve ‘
| | | | | regulatior i |
T SWeld pantof | Water Dept [ Warer Supply I Good i 1 | Fossible | R-3L | High Wene By use
‘ C-1 17434 & 16/TY 377 acres & 40 | prolecticn | | Open space
‘ acres ‘ ‘ use with enough | ‘
| | l ‘ protective | : ‘
| | ! repulanion |
\ SW.15 Former sewer Sewer } ‘v acanl baryen land | Far sanor | ) ‘ Possible muln- | R-3tha | Farr. Nont Partiy in
| Beds ‘ Commssion ang woons fili over old ‘ | useplavhed. | south depend Flood Plam
| 472 6.32 acres 1n | ‘ peds | | Further R-201c on Town and Warer- |
| Apingion | woodland | commuanin north palicies sned
‘ i 3+in Rockiand ‘ esewhere ‘ ' ‘ pardens i Prowecuon
- | ! Insmcl
Housieg Authorin | | | | | I l %
| Lands | | | | | | )
HA-1 | AHA | Publicelderiv | rood | ¥ Some potential | RHC | Qooo uses one: Basic Must b
‘ 71 Shaw Ave | 14.2 acres | Housing ‘ | | parden ot 162 | unlikely to siig seamsinon | compatibie
| 45115 ' | ; \ space chanpe for elderty with base
| ‘ | | | | | hsng bv AHA | housine use
HA-Z | AHA | Pubheelderly Gocec | F l Some potenual | HC | Gooa usels | Mong:Basic sie Must bt |
{ Leavitt Temace 143 atres | Housmny | | garden orrec { | wuniikely 10 ‘ arnuisiuan compauble
Housing | | space ‘ | change | foreiderly with basic
| 3B | ‘ ‘ | | hsoy. by AHA | housiop use
[ HA-2 | AHA i Vacant It rood | Porenual smple | R-3U Fair agpend- | None. \ Must be
| 210 Green &1 | 11Yacres | | | family bouse o | ‘ me on AHA Presumed compatible
‘ 473% | | | | woulgi ‘ i plens ‘ acquistion with
‘ | | | for porenual Dousmg use
| | \ ! ! | | | | henp. v AHA |
| i | | 1 | i |
\ [ [ i \ ‘ : ] I | |
i ! i | | | i i i | |
i T T i i | i I ] ) |
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1D. Ownership/ Map Manzgement i Use Condition Accest Recreation Zonmg Degree of Type of Restricon |
znd int iaTes for Porential Protectron Assistance |
| disabled 1 |
HaA-4 AHA 1 Vacant lat pood F Totlot or R-30 Shigh1 as 100 None. Must be |
3 Dorsew 51 .28 acres communiy small for bresumed | compatibie
51462 garden hausing acqmsitan witk
| WioCh 40B for porential ; ediacent |
{ hsng. ov AHA nousine |
Other Manjor Tuwn ! ‘ ‘
Holdings 1 |
T Tawn Town Hall and Gooe [ v aned Goos R-3t: Hagh as None Limuea 1o |
Town Hall/Libsary 2556 Acres Lioran actvines lonyzsterm To present
3B/13.15 ' nwn uses
| facihnes |
-2 Fire Dept I Tre Stauop Good F Saren HC Hsgn as eme Limned v |
1040 Bedford S, Fire ) acre Eaucanan leng-tenn to Presem
Stanon Clagses 09N Uses |
597151 i facilines ! |
T3 Fare Dept [ Fire Stabon Oood F Saferv Baucauon R-20 Hiph as Nones Ta Present
5 Rocklard S1 %G acres Classes long-term Lises
Fare Stauon. I 10wn
A facilines
T4 Hichway Dept. Highway Bam Goos ¥ Contmeed Upen R-30 Moderate, None Unknown
930 Washmgton St 27 acres Space given bevond -
Highwav Dep:. polential DrESENt uses
39436 OIner uses
| for open Jand
T-5 Hienwav Dept | Highway Bam Crood F Limned: o small k-3¢ Good . use Trone Unknown
Hancock &t Hwy B Acres sne 18 unlikely bevend
Dept 1o chanpe . | present uses
34 !
Tt Haghwav Dept Fognwev Barn Good F Possinie R-30 Muaderate. None Unknown
35 Cenmal S 5 aeres Contnued Open Potential bevond
Hwv Dept hpace other uses present uses
214794 for Jané
T~ Pobte Dept Fohce Stanom and (one F Lonnnuanon R-30 Hagh as i None Unknown
Police Dept 20 Acres ‘paskettall cours texpension of Town bevond
31779 Coumns Faciln wip | Present uses [
spare land |
T-2 Giiffin’s Ly Town BS Former dairy tarm Far F Muin-purnese ¢ R-3¢ Shehi. None., Boughi i Musipe |
40/71.90 3532 gcres m with Communsty piay fields I oought for withown & far | compatible
4704743 Abmgian Garden OS5 or un 05 or othes with
2830 acres m L definec pubhc uses boustoy
Rockiand pLbiIc usest ust
4
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ID. Ownerslup/ Map | Management Lise ! Condinoen | Access | Recreation | Zoning Degree of | Type of | Resmiction
| and lot JATen ‘ i | ter | Porential ‘ Protecuon Assistante |
!_ | i | disabled | | ‘
T-10 | Towr barsmg loq | Good | 1 | Tot lol paske ‘ CBD Shem | None | Nont
Frphton Steet parkang | .12 acre | | bal) Court. bui ‘ depenciny ‘ Known
| lot : ‘ | | | right across from ontowr | ‘
- 531122 | | Jeorh Senaol wolices |
| T-11 Town ant Golf Course | Good F Conunued pol! R-30 Good | Nopt:used | INomebw
| Swawberv Valley Strawvern ‘ | ‘ course | | Amcle 97 I Town Funds i propased
‘ Golf Course | Valtew Gotf | | | | | Coms-
‘ D5 A0 ‘ Commmes | ‘ | | | ‘ | Restricnon
| i | (CR:
| T-12 | Town .not Cons Woodea swamp | Gooe ) Hikmg trails | R-3 High ow None. Town |  Mostivan
| Vineyard Road Com l and woodlands: | unaltered ! ‘ possibie camping | | needs a Fumdstwobur | Tood plan |
| b4/14.34: 6B 60.5 acres Hebitat: exizasion | on homted | | Cons | from tntenm end
| ‘ of hoidmgs C-$ 2od | ‘ uplands ‘ Resmotion | owner. Farm Weand
‘ ' [ | ‘ | tobesecure | Bureau Prolecuon
! | | A6 |  Foundanor | Dismer |
T-14 | Town Vacant house | Fawr-over- ] | Combmanonof | R-40G | Far ifwown | Nome: Townwax | Perivin |
Dnane Circle | F332ecres ‘ io1s and sureamside | grown ‘ | PlEY area on ‘ | values land foreclosure | Flood
13437-62.2041- open space next i upland and . ‘ 25 Open | ‘ Pimpand |
13.44.59:21/70-72.100 ‘ | Beaver Brook ‘ . | ‘ nawral habaal ‘ | space: iow if | | Wetiangs |
| ; 1 | | ‘ | end wails along | | needed for ‘ | Frotecnon ‘
| | | [ strearm | oiner uses | Disnerand |
\ \ ; | " I ‘ | wunberthe |
| | | | Rivers Act
| | ‘ | ! | \ ‘ | andwpr |
T-15.1¢ Towr ‘ v acant inrmer Good | Mum-purpost | R-40 | Farifions | None Faribvin |
| Croveland & | 2061 seres iandfili and | | ‘ fieids or | | vaiues i } Flood |
| Conservanom area | comnosung SIE commumT ‘ | land as open ‘ Plam and |
15132.38:40-42. 32/ 5- | ! 1 woods and | [ gardent | space | Wetlands |
! 20243 | | ommimes | | | An9? | | poeancn ‘
| | | nsme' |
| | Town T Wooded swamp | Grood | 1 | Habnat. navwre | R-30and | Fair. if wwn | None | InFiood
| T-17 | 8.83acres ‘ ‘ | | studh | Rt values land | | Pien snd ‘
| Rockiend 5t ‘ | | ‘. Neghhor-bood | | asopen I | Wetland: |
Conservanon asea reserve space ‘ Proweqi-10n |
L wmnmae | | | | | combined with | | \ Dusmet |
| | | i ‘ 4.2 acres of rear | | | | |
i | | | woodiand | | i L
| T-1t | Towr ‘ Vacant woodland | Good Shgnt expansion kAU | Fair | Nong | Proectea as
North Quiney St Jand ‘ 75 acre | buffermg Park from | i of S1ate Pask and ‘ mansfer o | ‘ 1own 0pen
‘ beween State Park end | adacent msulatnon | | buffenng from | Park would i space
2 private finm | | CONIpany | | ‘ firm s acoviues | be more
| ‘ | | secure

34116 ‘

|

.
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ID. Uwnership Maenagement Lse Cenditon Aceess Recreation Zoming Degree of Type of Kestricnon
/ ivlap and lot JAres for Forential Protccrion Assistance
disabled
T-19 Town Woodiand Good ) Addion to any MUPD Addinen one Yrotecied as |
500 Chestnut St. next 16.Y acres Fohorecks am 1own epen |
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Descriptions of Well-Protected Public and Nonprofit Land in Abington
Park and Recreation Comniissior Land

This includes land used for park and/or recreation purposes and held or managed by the Park and
Recreation Commission.

PR-1 Green Street Playground
Map 4/Parce} 34

Area: 3.91 acres

Location and Access: On Green Street across from the Green St. neighborhood and east of the
mapped (but not evident) Meadow Brook

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30).

Restrictions: About 85% of the land is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District.

Uses: One youth league field. a playground and tot-lot with swings and slides, and two
basketball courts making this a valued asset for this high-density neighborhood
Ownership/Management: Park and Recreation Commssion

Degree of Protection: High. being under the Park and Recreation Comumuission

Recommendations:
+ Continue present management
e Add aduit facilities for parents watching kids.

PR-2 Arnold Park /Wales §t.

Map 52/Parce] 172

Area: 2.5 acres

Location and Access; On Wales Street prominently sited across from the Abington Inc. building
and next to the commuter rail tracks

Zoning: Cenrral Business District (CBD)

Restrictions: None

Uses: One Youth [eague field. basketball court, playground and tot-lot.

Ownership/management: Park and Recreation Commission.

Degree of Protection: High. being under the Commission.

Recommendations:
» Continue present management
o Add facilities for parents watching kids, e.g..
an exercise circut and/or picnic tables for reading and playing games.

¢ Examine opportunities for expansion
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PR-3 Isiand Grove Pond Park
Map 24/Parce] 20, 30

Area; 52.22 acres

Location and Access: The Park fronts on Central Street and Park Avenue

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: Eighty percent of the land is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection Dastrict.
Uses: The community's most heavily visited recreation site. it attracts families from the town and
nearby communities (o its summer activities. It includes a bath house and spring-fed swimming
area, playground/tot-lot with reportedly outdated and deteriorated equiprnent, picnic tables,
skating facilities, concession stand, gazebo, space for the Eager Beaver Program and Girl Scout
camp, a popular. but deteriorated pedestrian bridge across the Pond from Lake Street and
decorative 19» Century stonework on the bridge aburments and related arches along the edge of
the pond. The bridge needs extensive repair, as does much of the stonework. Work has been
done on the arch and is still needed on the bridge and the stone work at the edge of the pond.
The town is seeking funds for total repair and restoration.

Ownership/management: Owned by the Town. managed by the Park and Recreation
Commission.

Degree of Protection: High, being under the Park and Recreation Commission and very visibie.

Recommendations:

e Seek recreatjon and historic preservation funds and other resources 10 complete needed work
and improve facilities

Make the park the keystone of a Wevmouth to Whitman River Corridor

Wilson Memorial Bridge and Arch at Island Grove Park-Beautiful. Historic. but Deteriorated.
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PR-4 Laidler Field Rec. Area
Map 57/Parcel 47

Area: 3.4 acres

Location and Access: On Chesmut Street diagonally across from the Woodsdale School entrance
Zoning: Medm Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: None

Uses: One multi-purpose field (soccer, baseball), playground and tot-lot
Ownership/Management: Park and Recreation Commission

Degree of Protection: High, being under the Park and Recreation Commission

Recommendations: Improve the tot-lot by complementing the improved play structures with
previously recommended game tables and a possible exercise circuit for adults

g . i i
Laidler Field Recreation Area- new equipment for children, b

PR-5 Plvmouth Street Recreation Area
Map 32/Parcel 45

Area: 20 acres, 2 acres actively maintained

Location and Access: Parcel fronts on Plymouth St., backs onto Island Grove Park, and is
divided by RR tracks

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: None

Uses: Multi-purpose fields. Concession Stand. Batting Cage and Off-Street Parking lot
complementing the Park
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Ownership/Management: Park and Recreation Commission
Degree of Protection: High. being under the Park and Recreation Commission.

Recommendations: Examine opporfunities to better complement the Park
R-6 Reilly Field Recreation Area

Map 38/ Parcel 14
Area: 22 acres

Location and Access: Adiacent to Abingion High School, Town Hall and Library with access
from Gliniewicz Way

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: None

Uses: One multi-purpose field, track and field facility, bandstand, utility building. concession
stand & restrooms

Ownership/Management: Although technically on School Department tand the fields are a
community asset and are maintained by the Park and Recreation Commission

Degree of Protection: High, being a major community facility, managed by the Park and
Recreation Commission

Recommendation; Continue present management

Conservation Holdings

This listing includes land in copservation Or Open space USC held or managed by the
Conservation Commission as well as any land clearly heid for such purposes by other Town
agencies and the County.

C-1 High Street Conservation Area
Map 5/ Parcels/17, 18, 19

Acreage: 28.76 acres

Location and Access: The property has frontage on High Street and the Whitman town line and
abuts the wwn-owned Strawberry Valley Golf Course fronting on Washington 5t.

Signage: None

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30).

Restrictions: The eastern portion of land along the headwaters of the Stream River is wooded
swamp in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District.

Soils and Vegetation: The westerly portion of the land is comprised of Essex coarse sandy loam
on moderate to steeply sloping terrain. (EsB, EC). Much of the origina! land surface within wo
hundred feet of High Street is covered by tall grasses and farmland that marks the limit of this
particular soil group. The remainder of the parcel. about twenty acres. 15 comprised of shaliow
muck (MU) covered by red maple and scrub oak. This area is generallv wet year round.
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Uses: The area is part of the watershed of the Shumatuscacant River and is suitable for multi-use,
especially cross-country skiing given the extensive roling open Jand at the adjacent Strawbetry
Valley Golf Course.

Ownership/Management: Conservation Commission

Degree of Protection: High, being managed by the Conservation Commission

Recommendations:

e Sign the site
o Seek improved access from High St. and the Golf Course.

C-2 Wright’s Meadow

Map 16/Parcel 79; Map7/Parcel 34
Acreage. 7.77 acres.

Location and Access: The Meadow fronts on Summer St., brackets the Shumaruscacant River.
and abuts extensive joint Abington-Rockland water supply protection holdings on both sides of
the river to the south.

Signage: None

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: Most of the property is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection-District

Soils and Vegetation: Shallow Muck (Mu) with a cover of red maple, shrub oak and grassy
meadows.

Uses: This is part of the watershed of the Abington-Rockland Water Works' Mevers Ave. well

It is used for hiking and nature study and is linked to the Shumatuscacant River Swrip north of

Summer Street
Ownership/ Management: Conservation Commission
Degree of Protection: High. being managed by the Conservation Commission.

Recommendations; Sign, seck integrated management with the water land t the south with
access for appropriate non-polluting recreational uses like hiking

C-3 Thicket Street Conservation Land
Map 63/Parcels 24 and 22 attached small parcels

Acreage: 5.25 acres

Location and Access: This land is on the Weymouth/Abington boundary and abuts the large
Blueberry Hill land. It is accessible by a town-owned right-of-way from Thicket Street.

Signage: None

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: The land is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District.

Soils and Vegetation: The soil is peat (Pe) with a cover of red mapie and white cedar. This land
is generally wet year round.
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Uses: This land and the adjacent wooded swamp are in the headwaters of the Shumaruscacant
River and provide flood storage during heavy rain. Being very wet most of the year it has little
active recreation potential but provides wildlife habitat. It could well be merged with the
adjacent Blueberry Hill land.

Ownership/Management: Conservation Commission

Degree of Protection: High, being managed by the Conservation Commission.

Recommendations: Sign and improve access.

C-4 Biueberry Hill Land
Map 63/Parcel 12

Acreage: Approximately 40 acres

Degree of Protection: High, being managed by the Conservation Commission

Location and Access: Located off Ekstrom Circle adjacent to James St. off Thicket Street.
Signage: None

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-3 0.

Restrictions: The property is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District.

Soils and Vegetation: The dominant soil is peat (Pe) with a partial cover of red maple and cedar.
Uses: This wooded swamp is in the headwaters of the Shumamscacant River and provides flood
storage. Being very wet most of the year it has little active recreation potential, but provides
wildlife habitat. It has potential for trail development or natre stdy. it could well be merged
with the adjacent Thicket Street land.

Ownership / Management: Under the management and care of the Conservation Commission as
per Ch. 40. Sec. 8¢. according to the deed. ' '

Recommendations: Sign it, merge with site C-3. and improve access
(-5 Hamilton Street Conservation Lane

Map 60/ Parcel 50
Acreage: 4.22 acres

Location and Access: The parcel is behind developed property along Hamilton Street. Adams
Street and Wales Street. The parcel is landlocked with access only through the surrounding
residential and commercial lots. However acquisition of contiguous streamside woodland to the
north as far as Hemlock Lane off of Adams Street or Bay State Circle off of Oak Street, and
almost to Wales Street might create a wildlife preserve and streamside trail along any upland
with access via easements along the edge of large residentiai or commercial lots.

Signage: None
Zoning: High Denstty Residential (R-20)
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Restrictions: Areas with muck soil located in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District
along a tributary 1o the Shumatuscacant River

Soils and Vegetation: Hinckley gravely ioam sand (HaE) with a cover of mature white pine and
some open marsh on the eastern portion. To the west there abruptly is shallow muck {Mu) with
red maples over the rest of this site.

Uses: This land is suitable for nature trail. picnicking and vista development.
Ownership/Management: Conservation Commuission.

Degree of Protection: High, being managed by the Conservation Commission.

Recommendations:
Sign the site

Explore further acquisition of stream-side woods north to the area behind Bay State Circle or
Chestmut Lane and develop access points to the north, south, or west via easements around
nearby houses or businesses.

C-6 Tim’s Pond
Map 52/Parcel 122

Acreage: 8.1 acres

Location and Access: The parce! fronts on Lincoln Street.

Signage: None

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30).

Restrictions: The property ts within the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District along the
upper Shumatuscacant River.

Soils and Vegetation: A mixture of open land and woodland next to a tiny pond evolving to a

meadow

Uses: Minimal skating, nature observation. Potentially combined with 7-acre iot 5 to the south
allowing walking from Schoo] and a ROW of off Shaw Avenue.

Ownership/ Management: Conservation Commission
Degree of Protection: High, being managed by the Conservation

Recommendations:

¢ Sign and improve access
+ Examine opportunities to combine this with land to the south as noted above

C-7 Walnut Street Conservation Land
Mapl0/Parcel37

Acreage: 2.7 acres.
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Location and Access: The parcel has frontage on Wainut Street and is on the south side of
Bicknell Brook but the access to the unimproved trail is gated and unsigned.

Signage: None

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: The parcel is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District.

Soils and Vegetation: The soil is Scarboro Sandy loam.

Uses: A good potential nature study area, or if passable, part of a sweamside trail connecting
town-owned site on Washington St. with land on the Whitman line

Ownership/Management: Conservation Commission

Degree of Protection: High, being managed by the Conservation Commission

Recommendations:
Sign

Improve access and explore walking trail potential

Powerline Right of Way Gate blocking access 1o an unimproved trail into the unsigned Walnut
Street/Bicknell Conservation Area.

(-8 Valatka Conservation Land .
Map7/Parcel 21
Acreage: (.92 Acres

Location and Access: Between two branches of Beaver Brook flowing from Hunt's Pond dam a
Mill St. on the Brockton line. The small isolated site may be approached from the Brockton side

Abington Cpen Space Pian Update V-32 October, 2015



of the stream by wading through the dam’s spiliway or stepping over its sluice. A footbridge
crossing the deep, stone-iined Brook (approached across a siiver of private land on Mill St}
would allow direct access.

Signage: None

Zoning: HC Highway Commercial

Restrictions: The site is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District

Soils and Vegetation: The site is covered by pines and shrubs.

Uses: Viewing scenic Hunt's Pond and dam, picnicking. access to Pond
Ownership/Management: Conservation Commission in cooperation with the Brockion
Conservation Commission, plus a deed restriction requiring the City to keep the site natural and
regulating management of the stream banks

Degree of Protection: Very High. combining Conservation Commission jurisdiction and the deed
restriction

Recommendations:

s Signit
« Gain an easement and build a footbridge from Mill St.

=

=3 A 1L o 5 ki o e R 3
and by wading across spillway from an adjacent

private vard (right) or; by leaping over the Control Structure Outlet from Brockton side of the dam (left).
C-9 Beaver Brook Conservation Land
Map 1/Parcels 1,12,29.32, Map 3/Parcels 8, 81, 85

Acreage: 6.43 acres in assorted parcels along Beaver Brook in the southwest part of Abington at
the Brockton line

Location and Access: These scatiered parcels are located along the east side of Beaver Brook and
are for the most part inaccessible.

Signage: None

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: The land is in the Floodplain and Watershed Protection District

Soils and Vegetation: Tight soils with the hardwood cover typical of wooded swamp
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Uses: Properties are too wet to be used for active trails.
Ownership / Management: Conservation Comrmission
Degree of Protection: Good, being under Conservation jurisdiction

Recommendations: Work with Brockton to coordinate access along the adjacent Beaver Brook
Reservation

C-10 Washington Street/ Bicknell Brook
Map 10/Parcel 5

Area: 1.3 Acres

T ocation and Access: The parcel fronts on Washington Strest and is adjacent to Bicknell Brook.
Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: The southem portion of land aiong Bicknell Brook is wooded swamp In the
Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District.

Soils and Vegetation: The land is comprised of Essex coarse sandy loam on moderate sloping
terrain. (EsB, EC). Much of the land surface is comprised of shaliow muck (MU) covered by red
mapie and scrub oak.

Uses: The area is part of the watershed of the Shumatuscacant River.

Ownership/Management: Conservation Commission

Degree of Protection: High, being managed by the Conservation Commission

Recommendations:

¢ Sign the parcel
« Clear an entrance into the land.
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Uu31gned maccessﬁ)le South Bedford Street /W ashington Street property C-10 on Blcknell Brook

C-11 Bedford Street/ Shumatuscacant River

Map 52/Parcel 60

Area: 1 Acre

Location and Access: This one-acre town-owned parcel is on Bedford Street, includes a portion
of the Shumatuscacant River, and is in the floodplain and wetlands protection district.

Zoning: Highway Commercial (HC)

Restrictions: In the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District

Soils And Vegetation: Parcel 1s partly wooded.

Uses: Parcel is accessible from Bedford Sireet and is in its natural open space state.
Ownership/Management: Town of Abington Conservation Commission according to the deed
restriction

Degree of Protection: Good

Recommendation: Land is unsuitable for development; leave as local open space

C-12 Cleveland Pond Island

Map 42/Parce] 2
Arez: 0.25 Acre
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1 ocation and Access: This town owned-parcel 15 In Cleveland Pond in Ames Nowell State Park
and is inaccessible except by boat or (prohibited) SWIMIMInNg.

Zoning: Low Density Residential (R-40)

Soils and Vegeration: The Island is wooded.

Ownership: Town of Abington

Degree of Protection: High, being within a State Park
Uses: Parcel is wooded and in its natural open space state.

Recommendation: Land is well suited 1o its present open space/conservation use. although uses
could be expanded. Consider aliowing swimming and camping

C-13 Ashiand Street Conservation Land
Map 9/Parcel 38
Area: .92 Acre

Location and Access: This town-owned parcel is on Ashland Street and is accessibie from the
street.

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Soils and Vegetation: The land is wooded and in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection
District.

Restrictions: 1t is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District.

Uses: Parcel is wooded and in its natural open space state.

Ownership: Town of Abington Conservaton Commission

Degree of Protection: Good

Recommendation: No change in management

State Holdings
S-1 Ames Nowell State park
As labeled on the Assessor maps it includes:

Map 28/Parcels 1.2.3.4.7B

Map 34/ Parcels 12. 17, 18;

Map 35/Parcels 1.2.3,4.5. 6. 7.7a, 8.10.11. 12,13, 14, 15;
Map 36/Parcels 57, 59, 60

Map 41/Parcels 11.12. 13, 14. 15, 27

Map 42/Parcels 1,3, 4, 5.6

Map 43/Parcels 1.2

Map 49/Parcels 19, 19

Map 42/ Parcel 1

Acreage: 607.36 acres,

Abington Open Space Plan Update V-36 October, 2015



Location and Access: The Park fronts on Chestut Street and Linwood St. in Abington and has
frontage on North Quincy Street via one small parcel just south of Boundary Street where &
power line on private industrial land may offer a tempting off-road access — as does a much
Jarger powerline easement running north of Chestmut Street. There are identifying signs only on
Linwood Street in Abington. The Park abuts Brockion™s Beaver Brook Reservation to the south
Zoning: Low Density Residential (R-40)

Restrictions: Approximately one fifth of the Park is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection
District.

Uses: The Park’s rugged terrain and undisturbed stands of virgin white pine and hardwood attract
hikers. horse/bike riders, nature enthusiasts and fisherpersons during the warmer months and
cross-country skiers in the winter. The pond is considered to be too shallow and algae filled for
swimming so it is prohibited though informal swimming has been observed near the dam. The
Park's trails rarely connect with surrounding areas. There may be an unmet potential ior
camping.

Ownership/Management: Comm. of Mass., DCR, Div. of Forests and Parks

Degree of Protection: High, being a State Park

fr

G - ¢ i i, ]
ik I & I AT :

Private land at North Quincy and Chestmut Streets abutting Ames Nowell State Park; Recommended
acquisition to give presence and a potential access point on this major street and to preclude incompatible
uses backing ono the Park

Recommendations:

» Increase visibility from Chesmut St. and North Quincy St.

o+ Seek to expand trails and integrate them with open spaces in adjacent communities

» Acquire inholdings and any available property along North Quincy Street and Chesmut Street
« Increase presence with a signed access point on the North Quincy Street frontage

e Explore opportunities for swimming and camping

« Explore any potential joint programs with Brockton’s Beaver Brook Reservation te the south

Abington Open Space Plan Update V-37 October, 2015




C. inventory of Partially Protected Land

School Department Holdings
AS-1 Center School and Playground

Map 16 /Parcel 33

Area: 13 acres total; playground is an actively maintained 2.5 acres

Location and Access: In Abington Center with street frontage on Washington and Walnut Streets
and 2 commonlv-owned lot on Thaxter Street

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30) and Central Business District ( CBD)

Restrictions: None

Uses: Basketball courts, a small playground and tot-lot with swings and slides. and a Youth
League baseball field

Ownership/Management: School Department/Park and Recreation Commnuission

Degree of Protection: Good, since recreation activities are an important part of the schoo! facility

Recommendation: Continued valuable neighborhood recreation use, €ven if the use of the
building changes.

AS-2  Abington High School

Map 38/Parcels 10, 11. 12

Area: 277 acres

Location and Access: The school site is accessible by Gliniewicz Way off Bedford Street,
Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30) and Highway Commercial (H-C)

Restrictions: A large portion of the site is In the Floodpiain and Wetlands Protection District.
Uses: Town-wide use: 4 Soccer fields, 1 field hockey/lacrosse field, and 5 softball fields. In
recent years the tenmis courts have been abandoned, The present school is 1o be replaced by 2
new combined middle school/high school built to the rear of the present school. Displaced
athletic facilities will be replaced on the site of the present school with the possible loss of one
field, and the possible interim replacement of one or two fields at another site.
Ownership/Management: School Department/Park and Recreation Commission

Degree of Protection: Good. as other uses are not anticipated and recreation activinies are an
important use of School land.

Recommendations:

« Continue use after construction of the new schools and partial replacement of the athletic
areas

¢ Seck an acknowledged bicycle/pedestrian connection to the Hancock Street neighborhood
and the rest of the western part of the town
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AS-3 Beaver Brook Elementary School - (Ex Early Childhood Learning Center)
Map 39/Parcels 53,56.58.61,64.65.66

Area; 12.76 acres

Location and Access: Ralph G. Hamlin. Jr. Lane

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: None

Uses: Facilities include 3 softball fields and a playground and tot lot with swings and shdes
including age-appropriate multi-purpose playground equipment. The site adjoins extensive
facilities at the Frolio School described below, a small pond or: the Shumatuscacant River, and
the park-like Mt. Vernon Cemetery.

Ownership/Management: School Department/Park and Recreation Commtssion

Degree of Protection: Good, unless other uses are anticipated, since some of the recreation
activities are essentially guests of the School Dept. and could conceivably be converted to other
uses without a vote under Article 97.

Recommendation: Consider transferring the expecied long-term recreation area to the Parks and
Recreation Commission

AS-4 Frolio Junior High School and Memorial Field

Map 39/Parcels 68, 69. Map 46/Parcels 42, 43
Area: 12.1 acres

Location and Access: The site fronts on Washington Street just north of Beaver Brook
Elementary School

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: The eastern fringe is in the Floodpiain and Wetlands Protection District.

Uses: Because of its central location, this is a major recreational complex. Facilities include two
softball fields. one lighted; two lighted baseball fields: one football/soccer field with track and
field sport facilities, three lighted tennis courts; one basketball court; and the “Beaver Brook™
Playground featuring a very extensive, imaginative wooden play structure on the edge of an
impoundment of the Shumatuscacant River; and a handsome entrance archway commemorating
the town's 300tk anniversary.

Ownership/Management: School Department/Park and Recreation Commission for the school
grounds, The American Legion Trustees own the Beaver Brook Playground site and part of the
athletic fields. The town does normal maintenance of all facilities. but the Beaver Brook
Playground Committee which raised $100,000 to build the playground hures a iandscape
contractor periodically for major work out of the remaining funds.

Degree of Protection: Good, as other uses are not anticipated and recreation activities are an

important part of the School Department land.
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AS-5 Woodsdale School/Playground/Playfields
Map 50/Parcel 12; Map 57/Parcels 31, 32, 44

Area: 17.81 acres

Location and Access: The School’s main access is from Chestnut Street though 1t also has a
pedestrian connection to the end of Blanchard Terrace offering a siight “Safe Routes te School”
alterative to walking/riding on Chesinut Street.

Zoning: Mediam Density Resideniial (R-30)

Restrictions: Twenty-five percent of the site is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection
District. Uses: One multi-purpose field. one littte league field, several basketball courts, a
playground featuring Jong rows of swings and slides, and one play structure, with potential for 2
more varied, atiractive layout.

Ownership/Management: School Department/Park and Recreation Commission

Degree of Protection: Good, since recreation activities are an mmportant part of the School
Department’s programs.

Recommendations:

. Add other facilities and make the layout more informal.

« Acquire abutting Henrikson Ch61B land o west offering site expansion. permanent
neighborhood open space. and an improved shorter, safer route 10 school from the south and
west
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AS-6 North School

Map 53/Parcel 67

Area: 2 acres
Location and Access: At the intersection of Adams, Birch, and Plymouth Streets

Zoning: High Density Residential (R-20)

Restrictions: None

Uses: School has been closed and converted to office space for the School Department and the
North River Collaborative. and the facilities, two basketball courts, and one playground with a
small tot-lot with swings and slides, have been removed.

Ownership/Management: School Department/Park and Recreation Commission.

Degree of Protection: Limited as future open space or recreation uses are not anticipated.

Recommendations: Keep it as a potential neighborhood asset depending on ultimate reuse.
AS-7 Potential Future School Site
Map 8/Parcels 13, 21

Area; 16.83 acres

Location and Access: At the northeast corner of the interseciion of High Street and Brockton
Avenue with frontage on High Street. Brockton Avenue and Linwood Street

Zoning: Highway Commercial (HC) and R-30 Medium Density Residential

Restrictions: A portion of the site is in the Floodpiain and Wetiands Protection District.
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Uses: Woodland acquired by the School Department as a potential future school site but a recent
study of school needs discounted the nse of the site for a Junior High School. The land 1s wooded
and in its natural open space state.

Ownership: School Department

Degree of Protection: Fair as other uses are not anticipated.

Recommendations:

e Tum site over to the Town

+ Retain a portion as Open space

e Leave the Brocktor Avenue frontage potentially available for private development

« Consider temporarily or permanently replacing athletic fields lost at the High School/Middie
School site

Town Sewer and Water Sewer lands
Abington Sewer Commission and Abington-Rockland Joint Water Board Holdings

The Abington Sewer Commission and Abington Rockland Joint Water Board have exiensive
land holdings fhroughout the Town. These properties and their acreage are listed on Table V-2B
sbove and shown on Map V-1. “Abmgion Protected and Unprotecied Open Space and
Recreation Lands.”

Recommendation: Thev should be reviewed for possible Open Space and Recreation value
compatible with water and sewer needs.

Major Holdings

Mosi of the Water Department parcels are in the southern part of town protecting the Meyers
Avenue Well field. The land fronts on Myers Avenue and Walput Street and is bounded by
Wright's Meadow (C-2) to the porth, the Whitman town line to the south side, and the railroad
tracks. or vacant land just west of the tracks on the east Access is restricted by a surrounding
fence. Ninety percent of the land is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District. The soils
and vegetation consist of shallow muck soil (Mu) with a red maple cover. The property 1s part of
a corridor of protected parcels along the Shumatuscacant River that also includes Wright's
Meadow, the Plymouth County Land and the Shumatuscacant River Strip.

Most of the scattered Sewer Dept. holdings are small parcels accommodating facilities such as
pumping stations. The exceptions are the is the 3.33-acre *Walnut Street Sewer Land™ north-
west of the Mevers Avenue Wells and listed as sewer land in the 2006 Open Space Plan: and the
6.32 acre (pius an estimated 3 acres in Rockland) former sewer beds just north of the Griffin’s
Dairy land described below. It fronts on Charles Street and is just north of the Griffin's Dairy
land.
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The Myers Avenue compiex of water supply and sewer department holdings and potential
additions total approximately 179.47 acres includes the following parcels 10/63, 10/73. 11/1.
11/2, 11/3, 1174, 11/5.16/79, 16/86, 17/30. 17/31. 17/33 and 17/36.

As can be seen on Map V—1 Protected and Unprotected Open Space and Recreation Lands, the
Meyers Avenue complex abuts some Conservation land especially site C-2, Wright's Meadow.
bracketing the Shumatuscacant River north of the wells. In addition, the major parcel on Map
16/86 between Map 16/79 (Wright's Meadow) and Map16/8% (“Walnut St. Sewer Land™)
divides these hoidings. Its acquisition might expand the Wrights Meadow holding and aliow
more Open space Use, near but not on. the Water Department land to the South and East.

Other Sewer and Water Holdings

SW-11, Map 5/Parcel 101, the 5.68-acre standpipe site on Lincoln Street
SW-16. Map 41/Parcel 8a, the .69 acre Chestnut Street Water Tank.

Recommendations;

The Conservation Commission and the Selectmen should:

. Work with the Joint Water Board to explore opportunities o acquire Map 16/Parcel 86
for a combination of open space and resource Protection purposes. '

. Work with the Joint Water Board to explore acquisition of the approximately 4 to 5-acre
western-most portion of Map 11/Parcel 5 within an estimated seven hundred feet of the
wells.

. Examine the function of the 5.33-acre “Walnut Street Sewer Land™ located just north of
Myers Avenue.

. Explore the sensitivity of the Summer Street/Myers Avenue/town iine holdings to water

quality threats from various forms and degrees of use, regardless of ownership. Then
work around these to develop use regulations allowing compatible open space uses while
protecting the well field.

. Examine any potential local Open Space /Recreation use of the 5.68-acre grounds around

the Lincoln Street Standpipe and the .69- acre grounds around the Chestnut Street water
tank.
SW - 15 The Former Sewer Beds

Map 47, Parcel 62

Acreage: 6.32 acres in Abington and an estimated 3 acres in Rockland
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Location and Access: East of Charles Street with frontage on that street, north of the northern
end of the Griffin's Dairy land

Zoning: R-20 High Density Residential

Restrictions: Site is in the Flood Plain and Wetlands Protection District.

Uses: Grassland and woods formerly used for sewage disposal beds; backdrop for houses along
Charles St.

Ownership: Town's Sewer Commission

Decree of Protectiort: Fair as town-owned, but not restricted; subject to various reuses

Recommendations:

e Plan for possible mixed uses or open space in conjunction with adjacent Griffin’s Dairy land.
e Transfer any land committed to open space or recreation 1o the respective COMmIssIons.

Abington Housing Authority Heldings

The Housing Authority’s properties primariiy hold public housing. but there are two sizable
vacant siies.

HA-1, the 14.2-acre Blanchard Gardens at 71 Shaw Ave. (Map 45, Parcel 115) holds 70
elderly/handicapped housing units largely surrounded by woodlands. However the northers
portion of the site is open land and might have some potential for appropriate recrearion facilities
and/or Community Gardens where residents could grow some of their own food.

HA-2. the 40-unit Leavitt Terrace development has one 6.2-acre parcel (Map 38/Parcel 1)
holding the housing and two vacant parcels. These are - Map 38/Parcel 17 with 4.98 acres
immediately to the west on Gliniewicz Way, and Map 38/Parce]l 18 with 3.12 acres roughly
behind Town Hall with only pedestrian access to the Thayer Street private development to the
South. The Authority staff report no present plans for either parcel due to the lack of funds

The potential of the largely wooded mapped open areas is unciear. However, if cleared, some of
the land to the south of Leavitt Terrace might have some potential for community gardens.
pending its long-term use.

The other Authority-owned parcels. the long thin HA-3 (Map 4/ Parcel 37) with 1.19 acres at 210
Green St. and HA- 4 (map 51/Parcel 64) with .28 acres at 36 Dorsey St.. are single-family house
lots holding remtal single-famiiy houses acquired under the state's Chapter 705 program. Hence
they are not available for affordable housing development by another entity.

Otber Town Holdings

Within the category of other town-owned properties are several sites of significant present or
201y prop g P
potential open space or recreational interest. These are the Strawberry Valley Golf Course. the
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former Griffin Dairy property. the unbuilt portions of Diane Circle, the Carista (Vineyard Road)
acquisition, and possibly the former town jandfill. along with the aforementioned former sewer
beds. The Golf Course is a successful town enterprise managed by an elected Swawberry Golf
Committee while the Griffin Dairy property was proposed for 2 Senior Center or a possible new
Junior High Schooi and sports fields but has been used for neither. (Instead the mew Senior
Center is in a former church south of Surmmer Street). These and other selected sites labeled T-1
to T-8 are summarized on Table V-2A while those from T-9 10 T-32 are summarized on the table
and reviewed below.

T-9 The Former Griffin’s Dairy
Map 40/Parcels 90, 71; Map 47. Parcels 47, 43

Arez: 35.32 acres in Abington and a comparable amount in the Town of Rockland

Location and Access: This irregularty shaped holding has frontage on Plymouth Street and
Pattison Street, wraps around three sides of the partially built Bellows Circle subdivision, and 18
south of the former sewer beds.

Zoning: Medium Density Residential R-30, to the south; R-20 to the north.

Restrictions: Portions of the property are in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District
Uses: The former dairy farm and milk distribution facility was acquired by the town in 2000 for
municipal purposes, not explicitly for open space. It has been partially used for a golf training
schooi and was formerly considered for a Senior Center, Middle School and sports fields, and
has contained a very successful community garden and farmers market. (The Market has since
relocated).

Ownership: Town of Abingion

Degree of Protection: Fair, having been acquired with local funds implicitly as open space
according to some observers. but with no protective provisions and potentially subject to partial
development for public facilines or housing. It was recently considered for a revived dairy
operation or at least hay growing by Homstra's Farm with fields in Norwell and milk distribution

in Hingham. It has considerable potential for further community gardets. .

Recommendations: Complete planning for possible compatible uses in conjunction with the
former sewer bed land to the north, and in cooperation with the owners of the golf course to the
east in Rockland; then transfer land planned for permanent open SPace, recreation. and/or
agricultural uses to the Conservation and/or Recreation Commissions.
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T-11 Strawberry Valley Golf Course

Map 9/Parcel 43: Map S/parcels 17, 20

Location and Access: The Course fronts on Washington Street and abuts Abington and Whitman
Conservation Land.

Area: 50.46 acres

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30)
Restrictions: A portion of the property is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District

Uses: A nine-hole municipal golf course aiso used for cross-country skiing and sledding m the
winter

Ownership/Management: Town owned and managed by the Strawberry Valley Golf Committee.
Degree of Protection: High by the nature of its use and management.

Recommendations:

+ Consider applying a Conservation Restriction (CR) for further protection
« Examine opportunities for cooperation with adjacent public open space In Whitman.
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T-12 Vinevard Road (Carista Property)

Map 64/Parcels 14, 34; Map 68/Parcel 2
Area: 60.3 acres

Location and Access: Located north of the Vineyard Rd.. Hjelm St., and Beaver Lane, west of
commercial uses along Bedford St. and south of the Weymouth line. The western-most parcels
include the upper Shumatuscacant River and abut the eastern end of the Blueberry Hill wetlands.

The site is totally unsigned; none of the surrounding roads. even those ending at the property s
edge, have signs identifying it as public land for residents’ use.

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30}

Restrictions: A majority of the property is located in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection

District.

Uses: Wooded swamp, apparent headwaters of the Shumatuscacant River. Site is suited for use
as open space for the surrounding neighborhoods in Abington and Weymouth, as 2 greenbelt
between the two communities, and as an extension of the Thicket St (C-3) and Blueberry Hill (C-
9) holdings to the west. Usefulness partly depends on the availability of enough dry upland for
hiking, and related activities.

Ownership: Owned by Town of Abington. not by Conservation Commission
Degree of Protection: High. considering the Farm Bureau Federation's role in the acquisition. but

not complete without a CR with management by the Conservanon Commission or Recreation
Commission. ' '
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Unsigned and undeveloped access 1o the Cansta Property located at the end of Hielm Street. Surrounding
roads just end at park line and some neighbers do not know that it is town land.

Recommendations:

e Examine site’s potential

« Explore the possibility of a trail from Thicket Street land to Bedford Street.
«  Add signs and trails. if needed. at possible entrance points.

-e  Transfer ownership/management to Conservation Commission

T-14 Diane Circle

Map 13/Parcels 37-62; Map 20/Parcels 1-13, 44, 59; Map 21/Parcels 70-72.109
Area: 73.32 acres.

Location and Access: These parcels are located between Beaver Brook and the rear lot lies
along Jennings Drive. The lots were acquired by the Town through tax title and many proved to
be unsuitable for development because of poor soil conditions. The undeveioped lots abut
Brockton's Beaver Brook Reservation conservation iand. Despite the R-40 zoning. the Town has
maintained the 20.000 sq. ft. lots through a variance process and has sold a few house lots. Thus.
all of Jenmings Drive is in single-family housing, while the land near the Brook remains in
informal open space use.

Zoning; Low Density Residential R-40

Restrictions: Part of this is in. the Floodplain and Wetiands Protection District.

Uses: Informal streamside open space and graded, but undeveloped upland from the foreciosed
subdivision. Two streets (portions of Diane Circle and Jennings Drive) were built and developed
at the eastern edge of the parcel.
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The stream-side Jots. protected by the Rivers Protection Act and the Wetlands Protection Act.
should remain namral habitat except for a walking wail. However, varied combinations of house
lots and usable open space may be possible on the intervening tand between the Brook and the
existing housing. Past studies for the Board of Selectmen suggested natural habitat along the
Brook, mixed market and affordable housing on some of the upland lots. and varying amounts of
managed open space and small-scale recreation areas between the Brook Corridor and the
housing. The recreation area might fit well along the graded, but unbuilt Jeremiah Sullivan
Drive.

Ownership/Management: Town of Abington guided by its Surplus Land Commuttee. and
potentially by the Conservation Commission

Degree of Protection: Fair, if the Town continues to value these parcels as important open space
and natural habitat. But with public sewerage available near the southeast corer of the site. 1t
may be possible and tempting to sell off some of the upland lots for single-family housing.

Recommendations:

e Consider mixed market and affordable housing on a small portion of the site and transfer the
rest to the Conservation Commission to manage the upland as recreation land under the Park
and Recreation Commission, and the lower as stream-side open space in cooperation with
Brockton's adjacent Beaver Brook Reservation. '

» Acquire unidentified land between northern portion of Diane Circie and the Brook and
integrate it with the streamside open space.

e Consider adding foot bridges allowing hiking between the two sides of the Brook.

T-15, 16 Groveland Street (Former Town Landfill)
Map15/ Parcels 32-38, 40-42; Map 22/ Parcels 15-20. 24, 33

Area: 20.61 acres
Location and Access: This land fronts on Groveland Street, comes almost to Rockland St., and

abuts the former private Golf Driving Range recently developed as a major lumber yard.
Zoning: Rezoned from Low Density Residential (R-40) to Highway Commercial

Restrictions: Site is no longer used as a landfill. Portions are in the Fioodplain and Wetlands
Protection District

Soils and Vegetation; Soils would be altered by past landfill uses. Area is partly heavily wooded
and partly grasslands.

Uses: Used only for municipal composting. Though reportediy too flat for sledding or skiing it
could be developed as an active recreation site, and/or part of a north-south mail system. and
might offer community garden space.

Ownership/Management: Town of Abington
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Degree of Protection: Fair, since the site has no present open space role, general 1own ownership
is appropriate. As discussed in Chapter TV, the landfill was closed and capped In 1984 but
problems with the capping led to 2 Department of Environmental Protection Administrative
Order calling for e recapping and SEA Engineering has had monitoring wells on the site. The
Board of Selecmen recentlv sought a “No Action” (required) finding from the DEP, since the
site seems to pose no risks and the Board hopes for 2 favorable finding that no further capping is
needed.

Recommendation: If an open space/Tecreation uses are chosen. transfer respective parts of the
site to the Conservation or Recreation Commissions

T-17 Rockland Street Conservafion Area

Map 21/Parcels 70, 71, 72.109
Area: 8.83 acres

Location and Access: These four parcels front on Rockland Street; the first three on the south
side and the largest. the 5.93-acre fourth parcel, on the north side.

Zoning: Low Density Residential (R-30 and R-40)

Restrictions: The property is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District.

Soils and Vegetation; Tight soils with the hardwood cover typical of wooded.swamp.

Uses: Natural open space

Ownership/Management: Town of Abington’

Degree of Protection: Fair. Since the site has no present open space role, general town ownership
is appropriate, but not fully protective.

Recommendanon:

« The land is unsuitable for development. so consider combining it with 4.25 acres of rear
woodland

s let the parcels on the south side create a neighborhood reserve allowing many houses 10
back onto a natural area, while the parcel on the north side does the same for its abutters.
jointly lessening the impact of the neighborboods” large lot subdivisions.

¢ Transfer the lots to the Conservation Commission

e Acquire and integrate adjacent Map 21/Parcels 74B and 74 C.

T-22 Linwood Street
Map 14/Parcel 7

Area: 3.29 Acres

Location and access: Landlocked behind lots facing on Linwood and Catherine Streets. but on a
right-of-way from Linwood Street 10 Parcel 14/15

Zoning: R-40
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Restrictions: Located in the Flood Plain and Wetlands Protection District.

Uses: Partially wooded. and offering informal iocal open space. mostly for abutters. and wildlife
habitat

Ownership/Management: Town of Abington

Degree of Protection: Fair. Since the site has no present open space role, general town ownership
is appropniate, but not fully protective.

Recommendations:

+ Investigate possible integration with nearest part of 13.1-acre parcel 14/15 to the east.
« Examine any need to screen surrounding neighborhoods from the new Cape Cod Lumber
facility on former golf driving range to the east.

T-24 Lincoin Street Conservation Land

Map 44/Parcel 17

Area: 0.84 acre

Location and Access: This land on the north side of Lincoln Street gives access to the larger
3.36-acre parcel 44/20.

Zoning: Low Density Residential (R-40)

Soils and Vegetation: The land is wooded.

Restrictions: It is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District.

Uses: Parcel is partially wooded and in its natural open space state

Ownership: Despite the name, this is owned by the Town, not by the Conservation Commission.
Degree of Protection: Good

Recommendations

+  Examine the potentiai of this land, combined with parcel 44/20, to give the neighborhood
a permanent open space backdrop, particularly if also combined with some portions of
lots 51/31, 51/54 and 51/95 or the rear portion of the adjacent Water Department
standpipe site.

« Put the land under Conservation Commission management.

» Consider developing a trail from the Water Department driveway through to the Crossley
Street neighborhood.

T-26 Old County Lane
Map 26/Parcel 28

Area: 0,93 Acre
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Location and Access: This is on Old Country Lane berween two developed house lots and has
much frontage.

Zoning: Low Density Residential (R-40}

Soils and Vegetation: The land is wooded and in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection
Drstrict.

Restrictions: It is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District.

Uses: Parcel is wooded natural open space preserving a Jow-density feel and giving children a
place to play that is not in anvbody’s vard.

Ownership: Town of Abingion Conservation Commission

Degree of Protection: Good

Recommendation: The land if not developable is well suited to open space conservation use and
should be kept largely as it is.

T-27 Linwood Street, Beaver Brook
Map 28/Parcel 11

Area: 3.8 acres

Iocation and Access: This 3.8 acre parcel is located off of Linwood Street very close 10 the
Brook and could be connected to it by the state-owned parcel 28/11.

Zoning: Low Density Residential (R-40)

Restrictions: Located in the Floodpiain and Wetland Protection District

Uses: Parcel is partially wooded and in its natural open space siate.

Ownership: Town of Abington.

Degree of Protection: Good

Recommendations:

« Consider the land for open space use as conmector 1o Beaver Brook and Brockion's Beaver
Brook Reservation in conjunction with the adjacent state-owned 5.2 acre brookside parce!
2878

¢ Putparcel under Conservation Commission management

« If not present. develop a wrail from Linwood Street through the state parcel to the brook and

north 1o Cleveland Pond in the State Park
T-28 North Quincy Street, next to State Park
Map 34/parcel 16
Area: (.75 Acres
Location and Access: The parcel is landlocked between the Park and a private commercial

development {an insulation company).
Zoning: Low Density Residential (R-40)
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Use: Vacant woodland buffering the park from the nearby insulation company. but management
as part of the Park could aliow more intensive plaming to betier buffer the park from the firm’s
activities.

Ownership/Management: Town of Abington

Degree of Protection: Fair. Since the site has no present utility for other than open space use.
town ownership is appropriate, but transferring it to the State Park would aliow better use as a

buffer area.
Recommendation: Donate the land to slightly expand and protect the State Park.

T-29 Chestnut Street North Adjacent to Poborecky Land
Map 49/Parcels]3, 16; Map 56/Parcel 4

Area; 22.4 acres

Location and Access: This property north and west of Cushing Pond is landlocked, but it is on
the shore of a Great Pond, and under Massachusetts Colonial Ordinance a Great Pond {over 10
acres in its natural state) 1s accessible through intervening private land (so iong as the user “does
not tread on any man’s com”); or perhaps from Chestnut Street via an Edison Co. power line
right-of-way which divides the parcels. In addition, the two parcels are adjacent to Pohorecky
Farm land fronting on Chestnut Street.

Zoning: Multiple Use Planned Development (MUPD)

Restrictions: The iand is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District, and a wibutary to
Beaver Brook (protected under the Rivers Protection Act) runs through part of the land towards
Cushing Pond.

Soils and Vegetation: Vegetation 1s wooded swamp and upland.

Uses: Though landlocked, the parcels give access to the Pond and protect it.
Ownership/Management: Town of Abington

Degree of Protection: Fair. Since the site has no apparent utility for uses other than open space.

town ownership 1s appropriate, but the town could sell the land. Hence Conservation
Commission ownership is more protective.

Recommendation: Put the land under Conservation Commission ownersiip oOr support state
management as part of the State Park.

T-30 Fairview Avenue
Map 16/ Parcei 32

Area: 0.17 Acres

Location and Access: These two small town-owned parcels are located in the Floodplain and
Wetlands Protection District on an unimproved section of Fairview Avenue

Zoning: High Density Residential (R-20)

Restrictions: In the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District

Uses: Parcels are in their natural state and abut other vacant parcels which in turn appear to abut
the Rockland Town Forest.
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Ownership/Management: Town of Abington
Degree of Protection: Good

Recommendation;

Combine with abutting vacant land for management bw the Conservation Commission consistent
with the abutting Rockland Town Forest.

T-31 Shumatuscacant River Strip

Map 16/Parcels 66 77
Area .2 acres

Location and Access: These long, narrow parcels bracket the River north of Summer Street and
south of Centre Avenue. but do not run as far as either road, and are bounded by Plymouth
County Jand to the west and south.

Signage: None

Zoning: Median Density Residential (R-30)

Restrictions: The land is the Flood Plain and Wetlands Protection District and is subject to the
Rivers Protection Act.

Soils and Vegetation: Shallow muck (Mu) with a cover of woody shrubs

Uses: Namral setiing and informal trails. With comparable limited acquisitions upsteam 1o
Centre Street and downstream to Summer Street there is a good potential for a multi-use trail
extending north to Island Grove Park and south to Wright's Meadow. Some of the stream-side
land is low and wet, but other areas are passable for 2 trail, and a pine and oak hillock near the
east bank appears to be 2 popular destination for informal socializing.

Ownership: Board of Selectmen

Degree of Protection: Good, barring an unlikely need for the jand, but mapagement by the
Conservation Commission or the Abington-Rockland Joint Water Board would be more secure.

Recommendations:

« Transfer property to the Conservation Commission
¢ Sign it from Summer Street and the commercial property on Center St. (Rte. 123).
* Seek improved access.

T.32 Senior Center, South of Summer 5t. at Pivmouth Street
Map 17/Parcel 2]
Area: 5.82 acres

Location and Access: Site is a former church just south of the Abington Transit Oriented
Development (TOD) District. Site accommodates Senior Center and parking with negligible
recreation or open space potential.
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Signage: Signs identifving Senior Center

Zoning: R-30 Medium Density Residential (30.000 sq. fi. lots)

Restrictions: Fully developed center, parking area. and landscaping

Uses: Church converted to a Senior Center with related parking and landscaping
Ownership: Town of Abington

Degree of Protection: Good. baring a new use for the site

Recommendation: Maintain present use.

Other Town Recreational Facilities

Police Station Basketball Courts In addition to the recreation facilities noted above. two
basketball courts have been built in front of the Police Station on Central Sueet as town
recreation assets.

N

Hanover Branch Rail Trail

This Rail Trail starts in North Abington at the beginning of the former Hanover Branch rail line
and extends 1700 feet along that line in Abington and then through Rockland to the Hanover
town line. The tracks have been removed and the surface graded, but not yet totally paved with
the expected stone dust.

State Public Land Holdings
State land holdings in Abington include:

¢ The Ames Nowell State Park. described above as protected site ST-1
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« Minor MBTA properties listed as 5T-Z, Map 33/Parcels 72, 73, 79 and Map 54/Parcel 115

¢ The Old Colony raiiroad station listed above as ST-3. Map 24/Parcelsl13. and Map 65/Parcel
123

« The land of the state-sponsored South Shore Tri-Town Development Corporation,
("Southfield”) since replaced by the Southfield Redevelopment Authority listed as ST-4 and
described below.

ST-4 South Shore Tri-Town Development Corporation (SSTTDC) since abolished and
replaced by the Southfield Redevelopment Authority.

Map 65/Parcel 123
Area: 178.75 Acres.

Location and Access: The land in Abington, north of Spruce Street in Rockiand and east of the
rail toad tracks that was part of the former South Weymouth Naval Air Station., This was
proposed to be used and maintained as open space and a golf course in accordance with the
former base re-use “Village Center Plan”™ develop by the SSTTDC. The legislature has dissolved
the corporation, replacing it with 2 simpler structure; the new Southfield Redevelopment
Authority, and the past master plan has no standing and no bearing on the use of the remaining
vacant land.

Zoning: Previously Multi-Use Planned Development District pending a new Southfield Master
Plan

Restrictions: The future designated vse of this land in Abington is likely to be open space under
the replacement Southfield Master Plan.

Ownership: A combination of the US Navy, The National Park Service, the Southfield
Redevelopment Authority, and the overall developer, the Starwood Corporation.

Degree of Protection: To be high as part of an adopted plan.

Recommendations: Support and monitor implementation the future plan’s open space. recreation,
and habitat protection proposais, €. g preservation of grassland nesting sites for birds as
recommended in a report by the Massachusetts Audubon Society.

Plymouth County Commission Holdings
PC-1.Plymouth County Commission Shumatuscacant River Land
Map 16. Parcel 75: Map 17/Parcel 1.

Acreage: 2.16 ~ 3.00 =5.16
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Location and access: The land partaliy brackets the Shumatuscacant River Strip (T-31) and
includes the downstream river channel fronting on Surmmer Street.

Signage: None

Zoning: Medium Density Residential (R-30}.

Restrictions: The land is in the Floodplain and Wetlands Protection District
Soils and Vegetation: Shallow muck (Mu) with a cover of red maple

Uses: The property may be too wet for a trail along the immediate stream’s edge. bui is suitable
for namre smdy.

Ownership/Management: Plymouth County

Degree of Protection: Good, baring unltikely conflicting needs for the land, but a conservation
restriction or other protective deed provision would be more secure. as would management by
the Abington Conservation Commission or Abington—Rockland Joint Water Board.

Recommendations:

¢ Signit
«  Petition County Commissioners to transfer this to the Conservation Commission
+ Improve access.

Non—Proﬁt Entities

NP-1 Mounf Vernon Cemetery

Map 46/Parcels 103. 106, 107, and 121
Acreage: 61.44

Location and Access: East of Washington St; West of Plymouth Street and east of the Frolio
School /Beaver Brook Elementary School with Frontage on Central Street and a direct
connection. from Washington Street via Ralph Hamlin Lane. An extensive linked walkway
system spans the site, offering scenic walks from Central Sweet or Washington Street to
Plymouth Street via a short distance on Morton Avenue.

Signage: Appropriate identifying signs

Zoning: R-30 Medium Density (30.000 sq. ft.)
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Restrictions: Flood Plain and Wetlands Protection District runs through western side of the
Cemetery along the Shumatuscacant River.

Soils and vegetation: Cemetery 18 attractively landscaped with groups of plants breaking up the
expanse and giving a park-like character.

Uses: A very attractive well-landscaped cemetery offering a calm contrast to the busy adjacent
school/recreation complex. An attractive privately owned pond on the Shumatuscacant River
abuts the northwestern corner of the site.

Ownership/Management: Mount Vernon Cemetery Corporation

Degree of Protection: High considering purpose of Corporation and commitment of land 10
burials.

Recommendations:

« Continue presept management.

e FExamine the interests of the owners of the abutting pond and propose appropriate actions to
preserve or enhance the Cemetery's beauty and atracuveness to walkers, particularly at the
Hamlin Lane entrance.

« Incorporate the Cemetery in the proposed Shumatuscant Greenway-
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SECTION VI: COMMUNITY VISION AND GOALS

A. Description of Process in Updating the Town’s Vision and Goals

This plan has evolved over time with gradual changes in the overall goals and related
objectives reflecting the vision for the community. As noted in the Introduction, the Park and
Recreation Commission was the lead agency in the preparing the November 2000 Abington
Open Space and Recreation Plan and the later 2006 Update with input from the Open Space
Committee and assistance from the Olé Colony Planning Counci}

The resulting 2006 implicit vision was of & moderate-density. moderate-income community
with varied housing and weli-planned commercial areas set off by well-distributed nearby
open spaces integrated with major resources like Ames Nowel]l State Park, Brockton's
Beaver Brook Reservation, and the Shumatuscacant River system. This led to the 2006 Open
Space and Recreation Goals.

The town’s Goals and Objectives for this plan draw on these previously stated goals and go
on 1o reflect the changing conditions and current needs discussed with the Conservation
Commission serving as the Open Space Committee and with other participants. The results
follow as 2015 Goals underlying the present plan.

B. 2015 Open Space and Recreation Goals

e Overall - To preserve diverse open space; 1o protect natural resources, scenic landscapes.
and wildiife habitat and water resources; and to provide a sysiem of permanent open
space accessible to. or abutting/{raming most neighborhoods.

s To serve a diverse population by providing for a range of recreational opportunities and
facilites.
e To create an integrated open space system involving Ames Nowell State Park,

Brockton's Beaver Brook Reservation/Washburn Meadow, and Abington’s related land
at Diane Circle and a portion Cushing Pond.

s To develop a permanent natural open space setting for most housing and integrate open
space and housing through cluster or open space residential development if adopted by
the Town and applied by the Special Permit Granting Authority.

+ To preserve/protect culmiral, natural and visual resources.

« To ensure water resource protection while allowing selective compatible open space use
of water resource protection lands.
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¢ To link key inier-community resources such as the Griffin's Dairy land and the
Abington-owned land across the e in Rockland.

¢ To provide high guality recreanon faciliies and programs for diverse interest/ability
groups, for example having games tables or exercise circuits for adults watching their
children at playgrounds, or adding 2 roller blade/skateboard park for the most active
users, preferably located near relaied activities for viewer pleasure and casual
surveillance.

+ To protect farm land and forest and 1o recruit new farmers and forest managers 10 use the
protected land.

« To increase recreation opportunities in the State Park by allowing activities such as
swimming and camping.

» To develop safe, useful bike trails. for example, a trackside bike trail alongside the fenced
off Commuter rail track giving safe, level access ta the station as is endorsed in an Aprl
3, 2013 lewter from MassDOT Secretary and CEQ, Richard A. Davey in Appendix C.

« To preserve, protect and expand a major asset. Ames Nowell State Park by acquiring n-
holdings and contiguous woodlands along North Quincy Street and across Chestriut
Street.
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SECTION VII: ANALYSIS OF NEEDS

A. Summary of Resource Protection, Open Space and Recreation Needs

Introduction: Needs and desires are very closely linked. “Needs™ can sound very objective when
related to an accepted guantitative standard as when a certain number of playfields are needed 10
accommodate a certain number of teams. Yet. there can be strongly felt but less quantified
desires as with opportunities to swim. Some facilities may be required to satisfy that desire but
the amount needed cannot be easily quantified until demand and ultimate usage can be measured.
Thus it can be more realistic to attempt to meet a range of stated desires or wants as well as 1o
sausfy fixed standards.

As discussed below. the State-wide Outdoor Recreation Plan {SCORP) formerly relied on
quantitative standards (e.g., 3 acres of playfields per 1,000 population or 1 acre of playgrounds
per 250 5-11 year old users). It now draws more on expressed wants, desires. and knowledge of
the usage of available resources to approximate needs and develop program objectives. To do
this, the 2012 SCORP surveyed various providers and users regarding desires and the present use
of facilities and used the results as indicators of needs., as discussed later.

In analyzing the data in the present plan’s Environmental Inventory (Section IV) and the
inventorv of lands of long-term Conservation and Recreation Interest (Section V) in earljer
efforts, the Joint Committes determined that the townspeopie clearly want their open space and
recreation resources to be maintained and protecied along with their water resources. In order of

priority these resources were stated as:

* Town-owned recreation land and facilines

¢ River banks and fiood plains

s Town-owned conservation land (already well protected)

» Unprotected open spaces in developed areas and conservation land
¢  Ground and surface water resources.

These broad priorities have remained unchallenged and supported through this update.

One concern is that town ownership does not guarantee protection, first since land owned for
municipal purposes may be used for almost any legal purpose, and second. since even land
specifically identified as open space or recreation iand (“park land”) under Article 97 of the state
constitution can be sold and/or converted to other uses by local votes if approved by 2/3rds of the
General Court. This is apt to be a courtesy vote if supported by the local Representative.

The temptation to sell or convert such land may be strong in communities struggling to provide
services under tight budgets, so it is important that the land be owned by the respective open
space bodies and preferably be under a Conservation Restriction (CR).
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The town has some parcels acquired over ume through tax foreclosure, and other properties im
the “Tax Title” process which may become town-owned if not redeemed. Many are marginal for
development (hence allowed to be taken). but valuable for wetiand protection. conservauon or
natural resource protection. They should be evaluated for these purposes consistent with the
town's goals and objectives.

Major Needs/Priorities

One major resource protection need 18 the restoration and maintepance of the Wilson Memonial
Bridge and Arch which are the centerpieces of Island Grove Park. The park is the town’s most
heavily used recreation site afracting families and individuals from Abington and surrounding
communities. The town has completed work on the Arch but more is needed on the bridge itself
and surrounding stonework. The project would be & prime candidate for funds from the state’s
PARC (exUrban Self Heip) program or for Comnunity Preservation Act funds if the next local
election follows the Town Meeting vote and adopts that program.

Another continuing high priority 1s acquisition of the remaimng Pohorecky Farm land next 10
and partially within Ames Nowell State Park. (This area has been reduced by the some Form A
lots along Chestnut Street, and the western portion of Cushing Pond has been bought by the new
. owner of the eastern portion.)

The town voted $1,400.000 to buy the farm under its first refusa! rights under Chapter 61B in
1999 but Mr. Pohorecky’s death and complex legal issues delayed any action and the vote was
later rescinded. The state’s Department of Conservation and Recreation is still interested given
the farm's effect on Ames Nowell State Park. and has worked to resolve various issues with the
town and the estate’s trustees. as noted earlier.

Tn 2004 the town acted quickly to protect another major open space, the 60-acre so-called Carista
or Vineyard Road property. The 1own assigned its first refusal rights to the Massachusetts Farm
Bureau Foundation, which acquired the land and later sold it 1o the town, but mot to the
Conservation Commission. The property is important for itself and for its proximity to the
Blueberry Hill and Thicket Street properties. However it 18 totally unsigned and, as of late 2012,
was not evident to the public except for knowledgeable neighbors. It should be put under
Conservation jurisdiction or a least be subject to a Conservation Restriction (CR).

Beyond these pending and accomplished major projects. Abington’s continuing priority s 10
prolect remaining open spaces in otherwise developed areas in order to give local neighborhoods
direct access to some open space. Protection of such areas through acquisition of development
rights, deed restrictions. donations, of owright purchase is a continuing high priority.
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B. Exploration/Summary of Community Needs

Analyzing Abington’s desires/needs for recreation resources. for open space land and for natural
resource protection is a key to identifying/evaluating its goais and objectives and implementing 2
7-year pian These are the collective desires of the citizenry to preserve natural resources.
protect recreation opportunities, or save open space, but different interest groups have differing
preferences and priorities. The continuing analyses therefore rely heavily on discussions with
many community groups and on their inputs to past plans.

Some approaches can be used to measure local needs for recreation and open space land. but the
two are quite different. Measurements may work when demand minus supply equals need, as
with the number of fields and the number of teams scheduling games. But it is more difficult te
measure demands when there is limited demand due to limited exposure to some opportunities or
when considering the less measurable need for a scenic landscape or the opportunity to preserve
a wooded setting for new neighborhoods.

In the past, one could compare local supplies of many facilities with the standards in the former
(2006) Massachusetts Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) shown on
Table VII-1. The SCORP no longer includes such standards but uses various indices of demand
as discussed below. The table is included to give a past approximation of needs.

At the time of the 1999 Master Plan, the town's extensive facilities met the former standards
except for tot lots and ball fields. Subsequently the John Reilly Memorial Field north of Town
Hall lessened the latter deficiency. Yet. the table suggests that Abington is still short by four
acres of playhelds and a calculated 4.5 acres of tot lots. However. given the town's suburban
character, low overall density, and the availability of land for informal play, the need for tot-lots
may be overstated.

A short-term need is to replace five playfields which will be temporarily lost to construction of a
new high school and middie school on the site of the present high schooi and five play frelds.
According to the School Department’s project schedule, all five high schoo! fields will be ciosed
by project activities as of December 2015. Two are to be replaced by artificial wrf fields by
August 2016, and two new natural turf fields are expected to be available by August 2020. Thus.
the project wilt remove five fields from use for less than a year from December 2015 tc Aungust
2016, and keep the other fields out of use for three and a half vears until the natural fields open
in 2020, leaving the permanent loss of one field. Therefore, there may be a temporary need for
up to five fields from January to August of 2016, for three fields through the spring of 2020, and
a possible need for one additional field 1o maintain the present supply. At least one field 1s
reportedly available at the Southfield (ex South Weymouth Naval Air Station) project with more
possible soon so the temporary need may be met, In all, these are @ short term needs being
managed by the School system and Park and Recreation Depariments. and except for the
possible loss of one field are background conditions for this plan.
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The table below calculates needs according to the 2006 Standards. The subsequent discussion
suggests jonger-term needs based on the studies of demand and opportunities in the present 2112
SCORP.

TABLE VII-1

ABINGTON RECREATION NEEDS BY FORMER SCORP STANDARDS

Facility Type Supply | Population (2010) | Standard | Need

Playfields i 44 Acres \ 15.985 | 3 acres/1000 | Four acres
' | populauon=48.

Playgrounds | 7.5 acres | 1,419 (5-11years) | 1 acre/250 pop. | 1.8 acre surplus |

| | (pro-rated from | 5-11 years=5.7 |

| 2010 Census age |
| ? eroups) ‘

! ! |
'\ Tot Lots | 7 sites @ 1/2 acre | 15,985 | .5 acre/1000 = i 4.5 acres ‘
i | est. | 1 8 acres ‘ 1
| . =23.5uacres | - | '

Tennis Courts | |

11courts | 15.985 | 1court2000 | One court
| | | pop.=8& courts | surplus

L

2012 SCORP

An aliernative to these possibly arbitrary uniform standards, which was used in the 2012
SCORP, is to poli park and/or recreation supervisors about such demand indicators as an
activity’s popularity and facility usage.

In this regard, Abington’s Recreation Superintendent identified several needs meluding two
baseball fields, two softball fields, and two soccer/lacrosse fields. This is consistent with, but
exceeds. the identified need for four more acres of playfields. The SCORP report goes farther te
draw on several sources:

e Six well-advertised commurity meetings across the state in which participants described the
types of conservation and recreation projects that were important 10 them. These showed
interest in a wide range of outdoor activities such as camping. biking, fishing, hiking. trail
riding, swimming, boating, (with more boat ramps) horseback riding, and comparable
improvements o related resources and programs, with even the urban meetings having few
requests for organized sport facilities.

« A web-based survey of residents and recreation providers with responses from 3.000
individuals. 82 communities and 38 land trusts.

¢« A ielephone survey by ABACUS Associates purposefully over-sampling urban areas 10
ensure balanced response and doing 698 surveys 1n middle and high schools for the concerns
of youth, in all making great efforts 1o ensure broad-based statistically sound responses
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« To complement these efforts the Office of Energy and Environmenta! Affairs analyzed 160
municipal Open Space and Recreation Plans to find common goals and needs. Overall the
greatest demand (66%) was for paved wails for walking. running. jogging. biking and
skating, but apparentiv not horse back or ATV riding.

Other 2112 SCORP findings are that:

¢ Municipal conservation and recreation staff found that the most popular family resources
were:
- For preschoolers - playgrounds and water activities
- For children - playgrounds and athletic fields
- For adolescents -athletic fields and skate board parks
- For seniors - hiking and walking trails, with the greatest growth in the demand for trails

» Officials of Land Trust officials saw:
- Walking, hiking, dog walking and nature study as the top three uses of their land and
snowmobiling, ATV use and off-road vehicle use as the three least common uses

¢ Four hundred phone survey respondents said that they:
- Ran, jogged or walked several times a week (80%)
- Hiked, road biked, or gardened frequently (>20%) _
- Swam in pools or outdoor fresh or salt water (combined (38%)
- Played team sports. These were mentioned more often by Gateway City residents, younger
males and minorities, but with little reference 1o baseball or softbali

« The youngest respondents were also running, jogging and walking (83%), while 78% swam
in pools, 73% swam in fresh or saltwater and many played in team sports more frequently
than adults.

e Public officials surveved saw the greatest need for more trails and multi-use fields along with
playgrounds, ball fields, community gardens, picnic areas and fresh water swimming areas.
They felt that adolescents had the greatest unmet need for teen centers and skate board parks
and facilities with public restrooms. In addition they saw a general need for facilities 1o be
fully accessible for the handicapped, the elderly or others with mobility, vision or hearing
limitations.

The question is how to apply these general findings to Abington without resorting to absolute
standards. The town already has many of these facilities and the Recreation Department has
stated its needs for an additional two baseball fields, softball fields. and soccer/lacrosse fields.
This suggests building on strengths, and seizing opportunities to expanding present resources and
to fill any major gaps. rather than just meeting calculated needs.
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Particular Interests Revealed in the 2012 SCORP

Trails The town has the cieared but unpaved portion of the Hanover Branch rail trail, but there
may be opportunities for trails from surrounding neighborhoods ino and through the State Park,
and through the Griffin’s Dairy property 10 surrounding destinations. as well as OppOrtuniies
along portions of Beaver Brook or fhe lower Shumatuscant River, from Lincoln St. through the
water tower site to the Woodsdale School. from Hancock Sweet to the Civic Center via
Broadmeadow Lane. as well as a potential trail along the edge of Beaver Brook to and into the
State Park.

Swimming Areas The town has the popular Isiand Grove Park swimming area, but if and when
water quality improves there might be swimming and boating opportunities at Cleveland Pond
Ames Nowell State Park. Short term canoe, kayak and paddie board renting has proven popular

at other town beaches and there kayaks have been donated by the Friends of Isiand Grove.

Community Gardens The town has the very successful community garden at the enfrance 10
the Griffin’s Dairv property and it is being expanded. Other gardens might be possible close 1w
another neighborhood, perhaps on part of the Woodsdale School grounds.

Multi-purpose Fields The town’s shori-term need for multi-purpose fields has been discussed
above. The longer-term need reporied by the Recreation Supervisor could possibly be met by
tand at Griffin's Dairy. the former sewer beds or at the un-needed schooil iand on Brockton
Avenue once the long-term needs are confirmed and the sites are examined.

Skate Board Park This is mentioned by survey respondents. The need 1s there, as 1 many
communjties, but this plan proposes no specific site. The park should be in a central location s0
that users can get there without being driven, close to related activities to avoid isolation, and big
enough for a challenging. atiractive layout.

C. Management Needs

Most of Abington's open space and recreation facilities (except for those on schoo!l property!
have been maintained by the Highway Department which now includes the Park and Recreation
Department. Under the direction of the Park and Recreation Commission. the Park and
Recreation Department operates the programs through a part-time seasonal Recreation Director
and up to 26 other seasonal staff.

The Commission notes a need for a full-time Recreation Director (missing since the death of the
jate Mark Chirokas). and additional part-time staff to meet seasonal program needs, and the
needs of expanding recreational programs ( such as indoor and outdoor winter activities). The
growing needs may include a person 10 operate a boating program since the Friends of Island
Grove donation of three kavaks to the Department.
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in addition. if the recommended transfers of property to the Conservation Commission are made.
that Commission may need field staff to oversee the holdings and to maintain any trails or other
facilities. The Comrmission might also consider adding & professional Conservation Officer tc
enforce the Wetlands Protection Act. rather than relying on intermitient use of consultants.
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SECTION VIII: GOALS AND OBJECTVES

The Town's Goals and Objectives presented here consolidate the many goals from Section 6.
Community Vision and Goals, into the program’s three over-riding goals. These, in order of
overall priority for an Open Spaces and Recreation plan. contnue to be:

1- To preserve, protect. and expand the Town's Open Space System and Green Areas. and
{0 Improve access 1o these resources

7. To increase the number and quality of Acuve Recreation Areas and Faciliues
3- To protect Watersheds and other water TesOurces. along with farm land and other namiral
TESOUICES
Detailed Priorities

On October 22, 2013 the Conservation Commission met with OCPC staff to set more detailed
priorities. After considering a complex approach ranking the priorities of all 29 potential action
items. the members decided that it would be more useful in the face of limited budgets 10 identify
the top ten projects in terms of financial feasibility and near-term potential, as well as conformity
1o the Plan’s Goals and Objectives. The hope was that the attractiveness of some of the proposals
would lead to support from Town Meeting and other sources. and from local and state funds

potenually available through future adoption of the Community Preservation Act.

The top ten objectves and potential Action Plan items were:

L7
Lo4d

Increasing conservation holdings

Protecting water resources and other resources
Expansion/improvemem-of Ames Nowell State Park's facilities and activities
Improving access 1© the Walnut Street Conservation Area and to other
inaccessible holdings

# Developing scattered community gardens

4 Encouraging new small-scale agriculture

% Improving Access 10 Reilly Field from the west

& Fducating in the public on. water quality protection measures

4 Creating a lower Shumatuscant River Trall System

4 PExtending the Lower Shumatuscacant River Trail System

*, 2,
e A

st
*

Note: If it had been on the review table, completing the Abington portion of the
Hanover/Rockland Rail Trail system (semni-completed in 2014) probably would have been 1
the top ten with the tWo Shumatuscacant River Trail items then combined into one proposal.

The Plan builds on the previous Plan’s grouping of many obiectives under the three over-nding
goals. These reflect and expand on the Objectives chosen by the Jomt Commirtee and the public
.1, that effort. Many of the former chosen objectives are incomplete and are confirmed as still
relevant 1o the present pian. Since this experience demonsraies all of the top ten objectives
probably cannot be completed 1n 7 years with realistc funding and public support. the current list
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focuses on those which are most likely to be doable over the next seven vears. These objecuves
are all reflected in the following Action Pian. The others will need 1o be deferred to subseguent
seven vear programs. The possible added resource of Community Preservation Act funds will
increase the financial feasibility of the overall program., but there is still a Iimit to available funds
and volunteer will. time and energy.

Some Jong-term policies/objectives such as lengthy incremental trail development or enforeing
I_ow-Impact Design practices are worth establishing as continuing practices. They are noted with
an “LT" for Long Term.

Items that were chosen as among the top ten objectives are marked with an asterisk *.

Goals Objectives

Goal - 1: To preserve. protect and Objective 1.1: Expansion of Ames Nowell State
expand the Town's Open Spaces and | Park by DCR acquisition of abutting private
Green Areas and 1o improve access to | woodland on North Quincy Street and of remaining
these Resources Pohorecky land within and across from the Park

i Objective 1.2: Increased conservation land through
acquisition, conversion and  acceptance of
conservation restrictions or by tramsferring  de-
facto conservation, open space, and recreation areas
from general town ownership 1o the Conservation
or Recreation Commission LT

Objective 1.3: To make the town's open $paces
accessible to all with special needs guided by the

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards
LT

1

Goal - 2. Increase the number and | Objective 2.1: Restoration and maintenance of the
quality of active Recreational Arcas and | Bridge and Arch in Island Grove Park and
Facilines improvement of its recreational facilities

Objective 2.2 Crearion of a wail system along the
lower Shumatuscacant River consistent with water
resource protection and extending to Island Grove
Pond and improved access to the adjacent Walnut
St. Conservation area.” B
Objective 2.3  Increased opportunities  for
swimming, camping and related activities at Ames
Nowell State Park including a canoe/kayak rental
operation possibly using the three new town
kavaks.
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Goals

natural resource

Abington Open Space Plan Update

Objectives

Objecuve 2.4 Development of commurity gardens
on former agricultural tand and/or on the periphery
of larger open space holdings and recreation areas.
on the former landfill. and in neighborhoods. such
as south of Isabelie gr. in the Green Street
neighborhood. LT

Objective 2.5 Implementing a prograii leasing
portions of potential ot existine farmiand holdings
like Griffin’s Dairy to new or prospective farmers.
LT

Goal - 3. Protection of Watersheds,
ground ~water TESOUICes and other

Objecuve 2.6 Create 2 town-wide bike

trai] system

Objective 2.7 Study and plan for opumum Open
space and recreation use of former landfill

Objective 3.1: Creauon of an updated Watershed
and Wetlands Protection Zoning District focusing
on the most sensiive areas. and supporiing Low
Tmpact Design practices in local projects.”

Objective 3.2 Tdentification of any public tand of
agricultural value for possible lease to grOWers
subject to protective management. |
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SECTION IX: SEVEN YEAR ACTION PLAN

The Seven Year Action Plan presented here and on Map I¥-1. Abington Seven Year Action
Plan. suggests the appropriate timing for major actions listed in Section §, Goals and Objectves.
Tt assumes that the town can accomplish these with support from citizens and assistance from the
Commonwealth’s grants programs. It also assumes that the town will have no unexpected
demands for emergency capital projects over the next seven fiscal years. It lists the Community
Preservation Program as a potential resource since the Abington Town Meeting has adopted the
Community Preservation Act. but it will not be a certain resource unless approved by the
electorate in the Spring 2016 town electior.

The three overall goals discussed in Section 7 and listed by priomty are:

1. To preserve, protect. and expand the Town's Open Space system and Green Areas and to
improve access to these resources

2 To increase the number and quality of Active Recreation Areas and Facilities

3. To protect Watersheds and other Water Resources along with Farm Land and other
Natural Resources

Note: The following actions all reflect goals and objectives in Chapter VIL. However not every
goal or objective is reflected in & presently proposed action, but they may guide future actions.

Potential actors and their abbreviations are:

ABA - Abington Board of Assessors

ABOH- Abington Board of Health

ABS - Abington Board of Selectmen

ACC - Abington Conservation Commission

AP - Abington Park and Recreaiton Department Dept.

APB - Abington Planning Board

ARJWB - Abington-Rockland Joint Water Board

AS - Abington Schools

AT - Town Treasurer

CPA- Community Preservation Act (if approved in town election)
BCC/PD - Brockion Conservation Commission and Park Dept.
DCR - Massachusetts Deparament of Conservation and Recreation
DEP - Department of Environmental Protection

EOEAE-DCS - Executive Office of Environmental Affairs and Energy-Division of Conservation
Services (Source of LAND and PARC assistance}

HD - Abington Highway Department

OCPC - 01d Colony Planning Council

PRC - Abington Park and Recreation Commission

TM - Town Meeting

WD - Abington Water Deptartment

WTSM - The Wildlands Trust (formerly “of Southeastern Massachusetts™)

Abington Open Space Pian Update xX-1 October, 2015
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The first agency listed is generally the lead agency.

Prospective funding sources are si

ggested by the initials following the *

Seven Year Action Program

» afier the list of actors.

Number/ Goal | Objectives i Actions Actors/ ]
Year ! Prospective
* One of the top ten Funding Sources
preferred actions
1 2 1.2 Reuse of the | Complete reuse ABS. ACC, PB.
2016 Griffin’s Dairy | planning in PRC/TM for
land conjunction with the minor legal costs
adjacent 6.3-acre
former sewer beds
(47/62); transfer
portions planned for
open space, recreation
or agricultural use 1o
the Conservation
and/or Recreation
Commissions.
2 1 1.1 Acquisition | Cooperation with DCR, Cons.
2016 of the Mass. DCR 1o Com./ DCR,
Ongoing Pohorecky resolving tax 1Ssucs. DCS, TM.
' Farm and determuning the CPA
distribution of land
between the town and
the State Park
3 1 1.2 Increased Determine which town | ABS, ACC,
2017 Conservation/ | properties best fit APRC and TM/
Ongoing Recreation under the TM (minimai
holdings Conservation legal costs)DCS
Commission or
Recreation
Commission and
transfer them
4 1 T3 Improved | Review andresolve | ACC. APRC,
accessibility of | access needs. €.g. ABS (serving as
2017 all holdings footbridge at Valatka Disabilities
Ongoing land. Commission)/TM,
Achieve ADA CPA |
! compliance :
Abington Open Space Pian Upaate IX-3 October, 2015




B 3 31 Protection | Geenerally work 10 ACC. BOH. |
' 2017-Ongoing* | of watersheds, | protect Jocal water ARTWB. OCPC/ L
’ |  groundwater | Fesources including TM. DEP l
‘ ' resources and island Grove Pond. 1
! ‘ other resources | improve wetlands and |
i | | water protection | |
| | | zoning, and lessen

| | ‘ contributions from \
'h i runoff. ‘ J
|6 B 1.2 Derailed examimanon | ACC, PRC, ABS, |
" ! Identification, | of proposed actions PB/TM, CPA

| 2018 ‘| ranking and and schedule revision \
‘ \ scheduling of

" | achievable ‘
| ‘l acquisitions and

\ ‘ improvements J
| 7 | 2 ‘ 1.1 Expansion/ | Support acquisition of | DCR. ACC,PRC

| \ protection/ frontage and signed /DCR. TM. CPA

|‘ 2018% ! improvement of | access on North

‘I ‘| Ames Nowell Quincy Street:

\ \. State Park/ acquire/

" l‘ protect remaining

! ! Pohorecky land:

8 | 2 71 Improved | Add new bathhouse PARC. ACC/

\ | Recreational and swimming docks; DCS. CPA |
" 2019 | facilities at repair and maintain

| Island Grove \ bridge and arch \
| \ | Park

| 9 2 1 3 Increased Treat algae or other PRC, ACC,

'; recreationat constraints on ABOH/TM, CPA

i 2019* opportunities at swimming; add

\ Ames Nowell | boating program & l
I‘ State Park \ establish limited \
L camping areas l
\l 10 gt 2.2Improved Explore/develop PRC. ACC. PB/ |
‘ access 10 potential trail along TM. CPA, DCR \
I‘ 2020* Walnut Street Shumatuscacant River,

Conserva-Tion
area and
riverside trails

sign it from Summer
Street and Route 123,
and improve access.

Abington Open Space Plan Update
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\711 2 2.6 Creatinga | Design, enact, and | PB. PRC. ABS.
town-wide bike | begin building a town OCPC/DCR,
| 2020 l trail system - wide recreational/ CPA, TM.
functiona! bike trail
~ | system in cooperation
" with the Safe Routes
! to School Program.
12 | 2 2.7 Opumum Study soils, grading, | PRC. ACC, HD.
use of former | drainage to identify | PB. TM/DCS,
2021 landfill potential uses for the } CpPA |
former landfill, e,g., |
recreation, ATV \ |
riding. gardens, and | |
part of north-south | |
trail system | i
13 2 2.4 Develop community | ACC. PB, ABOE, "
Development of | gardens on former PRC, HD, g
2021* scattered farm land. on WD/TMCPA :
community periphery of large |
gardens | open space/ recreation ,
areas. and near dense i
neighborhoods.
14 3 3.2 Review public land of | ACC. PB. ABOH, |
Encouragement | agricultural valuee.g. | AT. ABS. \
2021* of new small- Griffin's Dairy. for TM/TM.CPA |
scale possible lease to ‘.
agriculuure gTOWETS. . "
15 3 3.1 Maintaining | Work with the Water WD, ACC,HD, |
an informed Department to ABOH 5
2022 Ongoing public publicize protective ;
practices e.g., rain f-
| gardens. and i
prohibiting disposal of "
oil etc. into catch g
| basins 3
16 2 2.2 Creating a Create a trail system PRC. ACC. }
2022* Lower between Centre ARJWR. PB |
Shumatuscacant | Street/Island Grove BS. T™M @
River trail Pond and Summer St. \
systen. This consistent with water [
combines TWQ quality protection
previous
objectives 1 |
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SECTION X: PUBLIC COMMENTS

Note: This draft Abington Open Space and Recreation Pian Update was distributed by the
Conservation Commission for review by the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of
Appeals, the Park and Recreation Comunission. the Board of Selectmen. the Board of
Health, and Old Colony Planning Council (the Regional Planning Agency for the Town
of Abington), and the Abington Commission on Disabilities. The responses follow.
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500 CLINIZWIGZ WAY
ABINGTON, M4 G2357

Wir. Richard LaFond,
Town Manager
Towr: of Abingion
500 Glintewic: Way
Abington, WA 2351

AE: Alingion Open Space and Kecrestion Plan Usdate 2014 Drat

rmar Wiv, LaFond:

drat of the Abington Open Space and Recreation ian (ISRE]
I

The Boars of Selectmen hes reviewed the
Action Phan that s beon

Lindiate 2014 and endorses the findings and recommendsicns of itie Frve Year
tieveioped. The OSRP Updaie intorporates ol of the changing conditions that heve taken placa i te
COmMURIGY since the date of the last terilfied Plan prepared i 2088

We loek forward to the submission of e Pian Updaies to the Division of Conservadion Serviezs for thelr
review and consideration.

. . _

Sincerey, ey ’ ;.:,

Kennsih Cowe, b gt
. i g A

Chairmman



Toon of Abtnglon
500 GLINIEWICZ WAY
ABINGTON, MA 02251

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
781-982-2100

December &, 2014

Mr. Richard LaFond
Town Manager
Town of Abingion
500 Glinjewtcz Way
Abingtor, MA 02351

Re: Abington Cpen Space and Recreation pian Update 2014 Draft

Dear Mr. LaFond:

The Conservation Commission has reviewed the draft of the Abington Open Space and Recreation Plan
{OSRP) Update 2014 and voted to endorse the findings and recetnmendations of the Five Year Action
Pian that has been deveiopad. The OSRP Update incorporates all of the changing conditions that have
taken place in the community since the date of the jast Certified Plen prepared in November 2006,

We look forward to the submission of the Plan Update to the State Division of Conservation Services for
their review and consideration.

Thank you for the apportunity to participate in this pragram.

Sincerely,

Y ey
o

loseph Feeney
Chairman
Conservation Commission



TOWN OF ABINGTON

PLAWNING BOARL
TOWN RALL
500 GLINIEWICZ WAY
ABINGTON, MA 02354
783-882-0060

kS
=t

Decamber &, 2014

Mir. Richard LaFond,
Town Manager
Town of Abington
500 Gliniewicz Way
Abington, MA 02351

Drear bAr. LaFond;

“The Abington Pianning Board reviewed the final draft of the 2014 Open Space and kecreatich Plan
{OSRP) prepared oy Old Colony Planning Council, and overseen by the Conservation Commissiofi, &t
their meeiing on December 1, 2014. They have voted te endorse the findings and recommendations of
the Plan that has been developed and to forward the document to the Division of Conservation Services.

“Fhe Board noted that the OSRP Update incorposates all of the changing conditions that have taken place
in the community since the date of the last Certified Pian prepared in 2006.

The Board was pieased with the progress on some of tha projects complcted since the last Update and
hopes to see additional progress witn the ceriification of this plan.

The Board would aiso like to see a master piai of potentiai uses of Ames Nowell Stie Pari: and hopes o
pursue this in the future.

We ook forward to having vou submit tha Abington Open Space and Recreation Plan Update 2034 Drafc

on beha!f of the town of Abington to the Division of Conservation Services for their review and Piar
Certification.

singerely, 1| g J)
\Ilggﬂek'rg.,*égnith, ! a

. ies o
Crairmar: e



DFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER
781-982-2100

July 28,2015

Mr. Pasquale Ciaramelia
Executive Director

Old Colony Pianning Council
70 Schoo! Street

Brockton, MA 02301-4087

Re: Abington Open Space and Recreation Plan Update 2014 Draft

Dear Mr. Ciaramella:

| have reviewed the draft of the Abington Open space and Recreation Pian (OSRP) Update 2014 and
endorse the findings and recommendations of the Five Year Action Plan that has been developed. The
O5RP Update incorporates all of the changing conditions that have taken place in the community since
the date of the last Certified Pian prepared in 2006.

We look forward to the submission of the Pian Update to the Division of Conservation Services for
{nheir review and consideration.

Sincergly,

[
e F

L s

Richard 1. LaFong
Town Manager



e Coleny Planning Compcil

Pagpauoeie Clarameliz

Ezecurive Direcior

Telepbone: (508) 583-1835

yei: {508) 555-8768

Email: information @ocperpe.org
Website: wWwrvv.oepoipa.org

Les Harimrany
President

70 School Smeet
Brockion, WA 02301-4097

Diecember 5, 2014

Mr. Joseph Feeney, Chairman
Conservation Commission
Town Hall

500 Giiniswicz Way
Abingron, MA 02331

Dear Mr. Feeney:
As required by staie regulations, the Old Colony Planning Council as Regional Planning Agency for
Abingron, has reviewed the October, 2014 Updaie of the 2006 Abingion Oper: Space and Recreation Plar.

We offer the following commenis:

1. The Pian does & thorough job of updating the informarion in the 2006 plan and of following through with
Goals and Objectives and a new Seven Year Action Plan.

>

2. Beginning the citizen participation process with & review of the “Resulis of the 2006 Plan” was a good
way 1o bring a sense of continuity and realism to the process by showing that many good ideas are yet to
be realized and are worth continued support.

It was good to see the interest in multi-community efforts such as the proposed coordination between
prospective open space development at Diane Cirele and Brockion'’s adjacent Beaver Brook Reservation,
the support for improvements io Ames Nowell State Park, & regional resource located totally in
Abingtion, and the consideration of the portions of Griffins Dairy located in Rockland.

Lan

4. At & closer scale, we are impressed by the Overall Goals to preserve diverss open spaces, 1o proiec
natural resources, scenic landscapes, wildlife habitat and water resources, and to provide & svstem of
permanent open spaces accessibie to or abutiing/framing most neighborhoods (our emphasis). The last
pgoal is shown in the many imaginative, small-scale neighborhood-based recommendations for oper
space acquisitions and playground/ftoi lot improvements which can enhance residents’ daily lives.

in all, the Goals and Objectives and the Action Plan are appropriately broad and ambitious. The Council
wishes the Town good luck in achieving them, and we hops to be abie to assist in the process.

P avs Y CI 8

Pasquale Ciaremells
Execunve Director

co: David P. Klein, Delegate
Christopher Aello, Altemnate
Deniz Bergin, Conservation Commission
Wayne Smith, Chair, Planning Board
Tionne Gendreau. Chair, Park and Recrestion Commissiorn



PG TOWN OF ABINGTON
e, PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
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500 GLINIEWICZ WAY
NORTH ABINGTOR, M#A Q2351

Joseph Feeney
Chairperson

Abington Conservation Commission
Dear Mr. Feeney, March 7, 2015

On behaif of the Abington Parks and Recreation Commission, please note that all members of our
Commission have reviewed the 2014 Abington Open Space and Recreation Plan Update. The report is
comprehensive and informative. We do not have any guestions about the report at this time.

As we continue to look for ways 1o maintain open space in ouUr 1own we appreciate the efforts of your
Commission. We also look forward to working together in the future to provide open space and
recreational oppertunities for our residents.

Regards,
Sean Ryan
Vice Chairperson

Abington Parks and Recreation Commission



SECTION XI: REFERENCES
Documents and agencies consulted for this report include:

1. The Open Space Planner’s Workbook avzilable on line at » v Siale mic s eriin

ta

The Massachusetts Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP)
availabie online at ww¥v _Sialg. M2 s Sy

W3]

. The Community Preservation Act, and Watershed Initiative. available on line from the
Executive Office of Environmental affairs at www .siare.mas Us/envi”

4. 2003 Narural Heritage Atlas, Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program.
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife

5. Abington Open Space and Recreation Plan. November 2000
6. Abington Master Plan, 1999

7. Abington Community Development Plan. April, 2004

8. Abington Zoning By-law

9. Qld Colony Pianning Council Data Book

10. The Village Center Pian, LNR Property CorporauonfDevelopment Corp./T Hi-Town
Development Corp. 2004

11. Information from the following Town Agencies:
+ Abington Board of Assessors
+ Abington Treasure’s Office
« Abington Recreation Commission
+  Abington Highway Department
¢ Abington Planming Board
» Abington Water Department

12. Information from the following state agencies
¢ Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management: W .sidie. M. Uy UCT
« Metropolitan District Commission: "W, SIale M. U/ de
« Department of Conservation and Recreation (Combining former MDC and DEM)
+ Department of Fisheries, Wildiife and Environmental L.aw Enforcement:

vrvwstate. mens/drwers
¢« Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program. Division of Fisheries and
Wildlife

» Department of Environmental Protection: » 1
« Department of Food and Agriculture: ¥v=. Stote. e us o
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Appendix A
Handicapped Accessibility

Meeting the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Requirements - The following 1s an
assessment of the handicapped accessibiity of the town's recrcation. Open Space and
conservation resources done for the April 2004 Abington Communiry Development Plan and
updated for the 2006 Open Space Plan update by the Abinglon Commission on Disabilities.
consultant staff. and the DEM’s Universal Accessibility Group regarding Ames Nowell State
Park. Itis essentially unchanged for this 2014 Open Space and Recreation Pian Update

Recreation Facilities
The following summarizes 2 Recreation Commission survey of major faciiities using the
applicabie elements on an ADA checklist.

Arnold Park
. Parking Lots / Spaces N/A
_ Public Telephones. Drinking Fountains N/A.
_Elevators, Toilet / Bathing Facilities N/A
. Picnic Areas N/A
_Trails. Swimming Pools / Beaches N/A
. Play Areas
A. Equipment Yes. Safe for the handicapped Yes
B. Equipment Access Yes.
Firm, Level path Yes
‘Sufficient Wheeichair maneuvering space Y s
7. Game Areas
A. Accessible by firm. level paths Yes
B. Accessible paths to / from parking areas Yes
C. Equipment Height and Dimensions Yes
8. Boat Docks, Fishing Facilities N/A

—

o Lh s L2 D

Green St. Plaveround
1. Parking Lots / Spaces
A Reserved Spaces / location / mumber No
B. Ramps / Curb Cuts N/A
C. Passenger Loading / Unloading N/A
2. Public Telephones, Drinking fountains. N/A
1. Elevators, Toilet / Bathing Facilities N/A
4. Picnic Areas, Trails N/A
5. Swimming Pools / Beaches N/A
6. Plav Areas
A. Equipment Yes
Safe for the handicapped Yes
B. Equipment Access Yes
Firm. Level path Yes
Sufficient Wheelchair maneuvering space Y €

Abington Open Space Plan Appendix  A-1 October, 2015



7. Game Arteas
A. Accessible by firm. level paths Yes
B. Accessible paths to / from parking areas N/A
C. Equipment Height and Dimensions Y es

isiand Grove Park
1. Parking Lots / Spaces
A Reserved Spaces N/A
B. Other Spaces
Location near Facility No
Vehicle Access / Clearance. Signage Yes
C. Ramps / Curb Cuts N/A
D. Passenger Loading /Unloading
Spaces, Signage, Location Nc
. Public Telephones. Drinking Fountains N/A
. Elevators N/A
. Toilet / Bathing facilities
A. Number Location /Signage No
B. Doors. Fixtures, Dispensers. Stalls
C. Tubs., Showers, Lockers N/A
5. Picnic Areas
A. Tables & Benches Yes
Wheelchair Accessible, Level Paths No
Access 1o Open Space Areas Y es
Back and Arm Rests No
B. Grills. Cooking Surface Height Yes
Access by Level Paths No
C. Trash Receptacles
Access by Level Paths No
Safery and Facility N/A
D. Shelters N/A
6. Trails
A. Surface. Dimensions N
B. Rails N/A
C. Signage N/A
7. Swimming Pools / Beaches
A. Entrance, Ramps. Stairs. Dimensions N/A
B. Locatior, Accessible from Parking Lots No
C. Safety. Slip Resistant/W arning Surfaces N/A
D. Access to Beach. Pavement. Hand Rails etc. No
8. Play Areas
A. Equipment Yes
Safe for the handicapped Y es
B. Equipment Access Yes
Firm. Level path No
Sufficient Wheelchair maneuvering space Yes

O S B ]
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0. Game Areas
A. Accessible by firm. Jevel paths Yes
B. Accessible paths to / from parking areas Yes
C. Equipment Height and Dimensions Y es

10. Boat Docks. Fishing Facilities N/A

Note: The Park has a unigue, popular, pedestrian bridge giving access from most of the town to
the west. but it is quite deteriorated and necds extensive repair. A preliminary engineering
estimate is $300,000 for the bnidge structure alone. Another $1,000,000 15 estimated for overdue
repair and restoration of the stonework at the Bridge abumments and related stonework around the
edge of the pond. The town 18 seeking funds for the total repair and restoraton.

Laidler Field
1. Parking Lots / Spaces N/A
A. Reserved Spaces, Ramps / Curb Cuts N/A
B. Passenger Loading / Unloading N/A
2. Public Telephones. Drinking fountains N/A
1 Elevators. Toilet / Bathing Facilities N/A
4. Picnic Areas, Trails N/A
5. Swimming Pools / Beaches N/A
6. Play Areas
A. Equipment Yes ‘
Safe for the handicapped Yes
B. Equipment Access Yes
Firm, Level path Yes .
Sufficient Wheelchair maneuvering space Y €s
7. Game Areas
A. Accessible by firm. level paths Yes
B. Accessible paths to / from parking areas Yes
C. Equipment Height Yes
D. Dimensions No
§. Boat Docks, Fishing Facilities N/A

Pivmouth Street Playfield
1. Parking Lots / Spaces
A Reserved Spaces N/A
B. Ramps / Curb Cuts N/A
C. Passenger Loading. /Unloading N/A
_ Public Telephones N/A
. Drinking fountains. No
. Elevators N/A
. Toilet / Bathing Facilities No
. Picnic Areas. Trails N/A
. Swimming Pools / Beaches. Plav Areas N/A
8. Game Areas
A Accessible by firm. levei paths Yes

L I R U N R R L
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B. Accessible paths io / from parking areas No
C. Equipment Height and Dimensions N/A
. Boat Docks, Fishing Facilities N/A

Hioh Street Conservation Land
Address: Very narrow fromage on High Street at the Whitman town line, abutting the
town's Strawberry Valley Golf Course fronting on Washington St.
Signage: None
Facilities: The headwaters of the Stream River in wooded swamp on moderate to steeply
sloping terrain covered by tall grasses and shrubs and 2 mature stand of white pine
Parking: Curbside
Restrooms: None
Accessibilin-: Inaccessible. There 1s a stone wall along street and rough woodland behind
it running berween two houses. but no apparent path.

Wright's Meadow
“Address- The Meadow fronts on Summer St.. brackets the Shumatuscacant River, and
abuts extensive joint Abington-Rockland water supply protection holdings on both sides
of the river to the south.
Signage: None
Facilities: This is part of the recharge area of the Abington-Rockland Joint Water
Board's Mevers Ave. well. Usc are low impact hiking and nature study. :
Parking: Curbside
Restrooms: None
Accessibilinv. Inaccessible. There 1s no entrance. The stream is the only indicator of the
site. A guard rail runs along the frontage blocking a steep. wooded slope going down
from the street 1o level ground.

Thicket Street Conservation Land
Address: This land is on the Weymouth/Abington boundary and buts the large Blueberry
Hill land. It is can be reached by a town-owned right-of-way from Thicket Street
Signage: None
Facilities: This land and the adjacent wooded swamp are in the headwaiers of the
Schurpatuscacant River and provide fiood storage during heavy rain. Bemng very wet it
has little active recreation potential but provides wildlife habitat.
Parking: Limited, on short gravel drive between two houses
Signage: None
Restrooms: None
Accessibilitv: Inaccessible. Grassed right-of-way looks like private land. Adjacent privaie
gravel drive makes the site visible but there is no useful pathway into 1t.

Hamilton Street Conservation Land
Address: The parcel is landiocked with apparent access only through surrounding private
land
Facilities: Swampy area along a tributary to the Shumatuscacant River area suitable for a
nature trail, picnicking and vista development.
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Parking: None

Signage: None

Restrooms: None

Accessibility: Inaccessible. There is no frontage. Nearby private woodland could offer
possibilities for a wail 1o Hamilon St. just above Wales St.. or, with major acquisjtions.
10 Oak St. just below Bay State Circle,

Tim's Pond
4ddress: The parcel fronts on Lincoln Steet just west of Warren Ave.
Signage: None
Facilities: Open land and woodtand next to a very small pond evolving to a meadow and
allowing minimal skating. nature observation.
Farking: Curbside
Signage: None
Restrooms: None
Accessibilin: Inaccessible. An overgrown sSteep bank drops down to the site with no
apparent path to the vestigial pond.

Walnut St Conservation Area
Address. Parcel fronts on Walnut Street and is on the south side of Bicknell Brook.
Signage: None
Facilities: None: it could beé a good location for a nawre study area or possibly part of @
streamside trail svstem as discussed above.
Parking: None
Restrooms: None
Accessibility: Inaccessible. Can be entered. from Walnut St.. via gated powerlme
casement, but there is no wheelchair suitable path.

Shumatuscacant River Strip
Address- Botn sides of Shumatuscacant River north of Summer St. abutting Plymouth
County land fronting on Summer St.
Signage: None
Facilities: Low. informa) streamside walkway
Parking: Curbside ajong Summer St
Restrooms: None
Accessibiline: Inaccessible. Blocked by guard rail and reached by low. rough land with ne
visible aceess, wail. or wheelchair accessible paths. Powerline Right-of-Way Gate 1n Fromt
of an Unimproved Trail into the Un-Signed Wainut St./ Bicknell Brook Conservation Area

Pivmouth Countv Conservation Land
Address: Along Shumatuscacant River just north of Summer St.
Signage: None
Faciliries: Low. informal sireamside walkway
Parking: Curbside along Summer St
Restrooms: Nong
Accessibilin: Inaccessible. Intervening guard rail; low. rough land with no access paths
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Biueberrv Hill Land
Address: Off of Ekstrom Circle which is off of Thicket St. near Weymouth line
Signage: None
Facilities: Low-lying swampy woodland conuguous with Thicket St. land (C-3)
Parking: Nothing developed, curb space at edge of site
Restrooms: None
Accessibiliny: Inaccessible. Reached from site C-3 discussed above. No passable path
through woods

Dr. Joseph A. Valatka Conservation Land

Address- North of Mill Street between two branches of Beaver Brook flowing from
Hunt's Pond dam on the Brockton line.
Signage: None
Facilities: Picturesque stream-side site with stone-lined channels allowing view of scemc
Hunt's Pond and dam. picnicking. access to Pond.
Parking: Curbside
Restrooms: None
Accessibilin: Inaccessible. No wheelchair-suitable path. The site must be approached
from Abington side via a private yard and dam spillway or from the Brockton side by a
rough path requiring a leap over open channel at dam’s inactive control structure. A small
footbridge crossing the deep, stone-lined brook (approached across a sliver of pnivate

" jand on Mill St.) could-allow direct access. but would need gentiy-graded paths to the
bridge and through the site.

Milis Farm Riverside Access Easement
Address- East side of Beaver Brook along lots on Lady Slipper Lane
Facilities: A 50° easement along the east side of Beaver Brook. through the Mills Farm
Estates subdivision via Lady Slipper Lane.
Parling: Curbside
Signage: None
Restrooms: None
Accessibilin: No passable physical access. Legal access is apparently only from within
the lots or from across the Brook. It needs to connect with other easements or holdings
along the Brook.

Abington-Rockland Joint Water Works Property
dddress: The land fromts on Myers Avenue and Walnut Street and is bounded by
Wright's Meadow (Parcel C-2) 10 the north. the Whitman town line to the south side. and
the railroad tracks. or vacant Jand just west of the tracks on the east.
Facilities: Protected recharge area for town welis; part of a corridor of protected parcels
along the river including Wright's Meadow. the Plymouth County Conservation Land
and the Schumatuscacant River Suip
Parking: Curbside
Signage: None
Restrooms: Nong
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Accessibility: Access 10 SIte only through low irregular Wright's Meadow land from
Summer St. with nc wheelchair-passable path. Access 10 jand itself is testricted by 2
surrounding fence.

State Facilities

The foliowing reflects findings of a survey by the Department of Environmental Management s
(DEM’s)} Universal Accessibility group and field observations by project staff.

Ames Nowell State Park

Z4ddress: End of Linwood St. Park fronts on Chestmut St. and Linwood St. in Abington
and on North Quincy Sweet 1n Brockion at a power line crossing, but has identifying
signs only on Linwood St.

Signage: Direction signs on nearby major roads and Rte. 173 in Abington, none along
bordering North Quincy St in Brockton or Chesmut St in Abington. Some signs in Park
pointing 10 handicapped facilines

Facilities: Trails for horseback riding. hiking. biking and cross-country sking. fishing in
Cleveland Pond, but no allowed swimming. The tails rarely connect with surrounding
areas and there is no camping. Fishing and boat access is bv a very light cuty metal dock.

Parking: A paved lot for cars at the entrance and informal parking near paths leading
from entrance .

Restrooms: At entrance ‘

Accessibility: Limited Accessibility. The Department of Environmental Management s
Universal Accessibility group noted limited accessibility along wrails. at facilities or at the
water's edge. It found: Contact Station: No Accessible Parking. Inaccessible building.
Not fully accessible information display Comfort Station: Rough. ill-defined parking '
area. Inaccessible pathway, building, and facilities Picnicking and Picnicking and fishing
areas are not fully accessible Fishing Areas: within acceptable distances from parking and
toilets. Need drop-ofis near picnic areas. Need new or improved pathways from drop-off
and parking area Trails. The trails themselves werc not evaluated. but DEM staff
comments suggesied that they are generally 00 rough for wheelchair use.

Project staff observations in June 2003 revealed that:

« The paved loop roadway from the contact station and the closer parking lot 1o the
fishing area and dam came t0 within a few hundred feet of those destinations but
the final access was by 2 rough, stony path.

« The roadway itself was gated shut at both ends with no staff available to open
them. This preciuded handicapped vans from getting near the water, and required
canoers o portage from the parking lot to the pond.

« The small metal dock {given by the Holbrook Sportmens Ciub) was 100 narrow
and shaky 1o give wheelchair-bound persons comfortable access to a boat

¢ The amractive new bridge just downstream from the dam was Darrow and
appeared inaccessible, given the rough path on either side of it.

« The few trails visited were 100 rough. root- crossed. stopy. SIEEp OF wet 10 be
wheelchair accessible.
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See the following ADA Facility Inventory Forms for the preceding sites. They are In the same

order as the preceding summaries.
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